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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 March 2012 (data for February 2012)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER:  4991					           	        FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

New car registrations flat in February, ahead of key March market

1. New car registrations fell 2.5% in February to 61,868 units.
1. Market flat over first two months of 2012, down just 0.8%. 
1. Private registrations stabilised, up 2.1% over the first two months of the year.
1. February typically accounts for just 3.3% of annual registrations, ahead of plate change in March. 
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“The February new car market was broadly in line with industry expectations with a welcome increase in private retail activity,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “The March market will provide a much better indicator of industry health than the relatively low volumes traditionally seen in February. It is extremely important that the Chancellor uses this month’s Budget to strengthen consumer and business confidence by encouraging private sector investment and avoiding any further squeeze on living standards.”


Change in total, private and fleet/business registrations, monthly January 2011 to date		



Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it 
accounts for more than 10% of total exports and invests 1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications. 
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	February
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	61,868
	33,324
	27,885
	659
	22,728
	37,143
	1,997

	2011
	63,424
	31,755
	31,033
	636
	22,585
	38,565
	2,274

	% change
	-2.5%
	4.9%
	-10.1%
	3.6%
	0.6%
	-3.7%
	-12.2%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	53.9%
	45.1%
	1.1%
	36.7%
	60.0%
	3.2%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	50.1%
	48.9%
	1.0%
	35.6%
	60.8%
	3.6%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	190,721
	102,504
	85,439
	2,778
	75,688
	107,792
	7,241

	2011
	192,235
	96,859
	92,940
	2,436
	74,159
	109,012
	9,064

	% change
	-0.8%
	5.8%
	-8.1%
	14.0%
	2.1%
	-1.1%
	-20.1%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	53.7%
	44.8%
	1.5%
	39.7%
	56.5%
	3.8%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	50.4%
	48.3%
	1.3%
	38.6%
	56.7%
	4.7%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	February
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Focus
	3,713
	
	1
	Fiesta
	10,723

	
	2
	Fiesta
	2,899
	
	2
	Focus
	9,356

	
	3
	Golf
	2,857
	
	3
	Golf
	6,849

	
	4
	Corsa
	2,855
	
	4
	Corsa
	6,479

	
	5
	Astra
	1,589
	
	5
	Astra
	4,929

	
	6
	Passat
	1,565
	
	6
	Polo
	4,416

	
	7
	Insignia
	1,547
	
	7
	Insignia
	4,266

	
	8
	Polo
	1,518
	
	8
	Qashqai
	4,004

	
	9
	3 Series
	1,474
	
	9
	Passat
	3,592

	
	10
	Qashqai
	1,377
	
	10
	3 Series
	3,476



Market stable at start of 2012
· Despite new car registrations having fallen in the first two months of 2012, the market remains within 0.8% of last year, appearing broadly stable. Registrations in February were 1,556 units or 2.5% down and in line with expectations in this very low registration month.

· The private sector of the market appears to have stabilised, up 2.1% over the first two months of the year after a modest 0.6% rise in February.

· Diesel car registrations rose by 4.9% in the month, which pushed their market share to 53.9%, up on 50.1% a year ago. Registrations of alternatively fuelled cars also edged upwards in February. 

· February typically accounts for little over 3% of annual registrations, ahead of the registration plate change in March. Some 350,000 new ‘12-plate’ cars are expected to be registered in March, 2% below the 2011 market.

· The Ford Focus was the best selling model in February, ending an 11-month run at the top for the Ford Fiesta. 

· The Dual Purpose segment again saw strong growth in February, supported by new models. Supermini registrations fell in February but are up for the year-to-date by 2.9%, representing 35.0% of the total market.

· SMMT forecasts the full year market to be 1.92 million units, just below last year’s 1.94 million units. This stability in the market place is heavily dependent, as ever, on the state on the economy at large. Industry looks to the Chancellor in his Budget on 21 March to find ways to stimulate the economy, maintain stability in all motoring taxes and duty regimes, sustain support for low-carbon transport markets and to boost the availability of affordable credit.

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. March 2012 new car registration figures will be released on 5 April 2012 at 09:00.
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