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SMMT BUS AND COACH INDUSTRY NEWS

5 September 2013 (data for August 2013)           


             FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE
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Bus and coach registrations on route to recovery
· Bus and coach registrations up 56.9% to 488 units in August.
· Registrations for all bus and coach markets down 16.9% year-to-date.
· Purpose-built coach registrations up 15.4% to 643 units for the year-to-date.
· Purpose-built bus and coach registrations increased 52.0% to 231 units.
“The bus and coach sector has recorded significant growth this month, compared to August 2012, following many months of negative growth in the wake of last year’s Olympics-boosted sector. However, what is even more encouraging to see is that this month also marks a return to growth over August 2011, which was not affected by the Olympics boom,” said Wendy Williamson, SMMT Bus and Coach Manager. “This is a positive sign that the market will return to a trend of sustainable growth and that it will level off by the end of the year.”
UK bus and coach registrations: 2013 and % change on 2012
	 
	August
	% change
	Year-to-date
	% change
	Rolling year
	% change

	Purpose-built single-deck buses <8.5t

Purpose-built single-deck buses >8.5t to 12t

Purpose-built single-deck buses >12t to 16t

Purpose-built single-deck buses >16t

Purpose-built double-deck buses
	8

23

109

17

27
	14.3%

-4.2%

194.6%

-10.5%

-52.6%
	88

200

582

231

703
	-12.9%

-12.3%

7.0%

-31.9%

-33.2%
	104

301

880

378

987
	-6.3%

-5.0%

5.5%

-10.6%

-37.3%

	Purpose-built bus total
	184
	27.8%
	1804
	-20.4%
	2650
	-18.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purpose-built coaches 3.5t to 16t

Purpose-built single-deck coaches >16t

Purpose-built double-deck coaches >16t
	3

33

11
	0.0%

560.0%

0
	35

565

43
	-16.7%

14.4%

104.8%
	41

692

53
	-45.3%

4.5%

120.8%

	Purpose-built coach total
	47
	487.5%
	643
	15.4%
	786
	3.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purpose-built bus and coach total
	231
	52.0%
	2447
	-13.3%
	3436
	-14.5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	*Converted: Bus <3.5t

*Converted: Bus 3.5t to 8.5t

*Converted: Bus >8.5t
	53

202

2
	51.4%

62.9%

0
	420

1982

3
	-18.3%

-20.7%

0.0%
	776

2900

4
	13.6%

-14.4%

-20.0%

	*Converted bus total
	257
	61.6%
	2405
	-20.3%
	3680
	-9.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	*All buses and coaches
	488
	56.9%
	4852
	-16.9%
	7116
	-12.1%


* All vehicle manufacturer-built minibus registrations are included in the converted bus <3.5t category.

** All converted bus volumes are counted in the SMMT van and truck news release. These vehicles are also represented here as they form an important part of the UK bus and coach market.
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The tables and charts below detail annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type for the whole bus and coach market, taking data from the purpose-built and converted sectors.


Annual trends – rolling year totals from December 2009 to August 2013
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Notes

There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders (or sales) and registration.  
About SMMT and UK the automotive industry:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £59 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. Since 2000, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle. Improvements in manufacturing processes mean that in the last decade, energy used to produce each vehicle is down 43%, water use has been cut by 48% and 83% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 23% versus 10 years ago to 133g/km CO2. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2013 and Motor Industry Facts 2013 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:
Alex  Michaelides

020 7344 1667

amichaelides@smmt.co.uk  
Jonathan Visscher

020 7344 9263

jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
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