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Signs of stability in bus and coach sector as decline slows to 5% in April

· Overall bus and coach volumes down 5.0% in the month and 17.5% for the rolling year to April.
· Coach volumes up 19.5% in April and up by 1.5% for the rolling year.
· Bus registrations fell by 10.4% in April and fell by 19.7% for the rolling year.

“The rate of decline in the bus and coach market has slowed significantly and while it is too soon to talk of sustained recovery, it could be a sign of stability entering the marketplace,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Registration volumes continue at very low levels as market uncertainties, higher fuel costs and the anticipation of regulatory changes ahead weigh heavily on confidence to invest in new vehicles. However, there is evidence of an uptick in some areas, boosted by the seasonal rise in coach demand and new hybrid bus orders coming through.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2006 to April 2011
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April 2011 and rolling year new bus and coach registrations
	
	April
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]% change*
	Rolling year
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	647
	-5.0%
	2,144
	-20.7%
	6,366
	-17.5%

	Buses above 8.5t
	233
	-2.9%
	691
	-20.8%
	2,037
	-28.7%

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Minibuses to 3.5t
	53
	253.3%
	261
	222.2%
	545
	64.2%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	214
	-29.4%
	859
	-38.3%
	2,989
	-20.3%

	8.5 – 16t
	88
	-8.3%
	332
	8.5%
	980
	-7.2%

	16t +
	30
	-38.8%
	69
	-56.9%
	224
	-57.6%

	Single-deck buses total
	385
	-16.8%
	1,521
	-21.6%
	4,738
	-16.3%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	115
	21.1%
	290
	-28.7%
	833
	-34.6%

	All buses
	500
	-10.4%
	1,811
	-22.8%
	5,571
	-19.7%

	All coaches
	147
	19.5%
	333
	-7.2%
	795
	1.5%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	9
	0.0%
	25
	13.6%
	135
	150.0%

	Coaches 16t+
	138
	21.1%
	308
	-8.6%
	660
	-9.5%














Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2006 to April 2011.
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SD Buses: Single Deck Buses; DD Buses: Double Deck Buses


Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before
RYT: Rolling Year Total

There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders or sales and registration.  

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.5 billion each year in R&D. For more details see SMMT’s CO2 Report, Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:
Jonathan Visscher 		020 7344 9263 		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
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