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NEWS RELEASE NUMBER:  4935							           FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

Enhanced fuel efficiency and reliability continue big bus boom

· Big bus registrations rose 114% in August and by 70% in the past three months, rolling year is up marginally by 0.3%.
· Coach volumes up 25% in August but down 6% for the rolling year.
· Overall bus and coach volumes up 15% in the month and down 21% for the rolling year to August.

“Double-deck and big bus manufacturers continued to enjoy the strong growth seen since June, up 114% in the month with healthy demand for new highly reliable and fuel-efficient models,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “The coach market is stable, albeit at a lower level than pre-recession, but conditions in the bus market remain challenging with concerns over the fragile economy likely to restrain demand in the short-term at least.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2006 to August 2011


August 2011 and rolling year new bus and coach registrations
	 
	August
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	% change*
	Rolling year
	% change*

	Single-deck buses
	Minibuses <= 3.5t
	26
	-42.2%
	386
	97.9%
	556
	61.2%

	
	>3.5t to 8.5t
	43
	-69.5%
	1,265
	-50.2%
	2,246
	-43.3%

	
	>8.5t to 16t
	119
	58.7%
	665
	12.5%
	1,028
	14.0%

	
	>16t
	29
	480.0%
	151
	-46.8%
	182
	-55.6%

	Single-deck buses total
	217
	-18.4%
	2,467
	-31.7%
	4,012
	-28.6%

	>16t double-deck buses
	154
	152.5%
	756
	25.8%
	1,105
	10.8%

	Buses above 8.5t
	302
	114.2%
	1,572
	6.5%
	2,315
	0.3%

	All buses
	371
	13.5%
	3,223
	-23.5%
	5,117
	-22.7%

	Coaches >3.5t to 16t
	4
	-69.2%
	42
	-52.8%
	84
	-24.3%

	Coaches >16t
	56
	60.0%
	516
	-3.4%
	671
	-3.7%

	All coaches
	60
	25.0%
	558
	-10.4%
	755
	-6.6%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total buses and coaches
	431
	14.9%
	3,781
	-21.8%
	5,872
	-20.9%


The tables and charts below detail annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.

Annual trends – rolling year totals from December 2006 to August 2011.
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Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before.

 There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders or sales and registration.  

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.5 billion each year in R&D. For more details see SMMT’s CO2 Report, Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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mini buses and buses to 5t
Mini buses to 3.5t gvw	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	4814	4689	4598	4164	4075	3970	3951	3984	4011	4025	3969	3992	3975	4062	3992	3788	3547	3269	2982	2724	2587	2247	2103	1753	1535	1319	1217	1042	981	836	722	667	620	518	462	452	428	411	405	371	332	328	300	310	345	344	329	338	365	403	422	507	545	576	596	575	556	Buses 3.5 to 5t gvw	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	2278	2403	2446	2325	2385	2599	2891	3034	3253	3498	3628	3794	3934	3961	4036	4222	4257	4166	4092	4137	4048	4164	4241	4149	4116	4028	3989	3855	3751	3698	3529	3422	3345	3253	3171	3101	3070	3021	2971	3288	3290	3347	3484	3560	3565	3459	3279	3256	3161	3153	3149	2776	2721	2555	2322	2126	2043	Dec 2006 to date

rolling year registration totals




buses 5t gvw to 8.5t gvw
Buses 5.0 to 8.5t gvw	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	656	663	679	639	634	586	588	661	691	733	763	766	792	807	816	860	821	821	841	789	773	737	713	695	673	649	616	562	545	551	515	488	487	457	449	458	432	421	415	439	458	423	422	420	398	399	387	359	361	352	337	302	268	256	232	218	203	Dec 2006 to date

rolling year registration totals



big buses 8.5t gvw+; single and double 
All single deck buses 8.501+	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	2057	2059	2048	1921	1923	1917	2027	1934	1923	1870	1813	1765	1800	1789	1771	1806	1786	1770	1679	1732	1725	1756	1776	1849	1856	1895	1931	2014	2099	2061	2142	2191	2197	2128	2094	2041	1956	1838	1768	1683	1584	1587	1513	1353	1312	1328	1303	1278	1269	1301	1282	1231	1204	1176	1156	1142	1210	Double deck buses over 16t gvw	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	864	849	816	720	687	640	646	594	606	524	526	540	597	622	745	794	877	959	1030	1101	1118	1218	1292	1363	1323	1399	1336	1370	1432	1455	1451	1481	1464	1423	1389	1378	1385	1387	1356	1356	1273	1190	1130	1006	997	941	939	917	950	871	874	813	833	838	934	1012	1105	Dec 2006 to date

rolling year registration totals




coaches to and over 16t gvw
Coaches 3.5 to 16t gvw - left hand scale	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	145	144	145	143	113	97	99	100	100	104	106	106	102	100	95	98	92	88	89	92	89	95	88	87	87	84	84	69	69	66	61	53	57	35	37	39	43	43	42	50	54	65	81	101	110	129	136	132	132	136	137	135	135	133	112	93	84	Coaches over 16t gvw - right hand scale	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	924	888	882	832	696	712	796	842	881	981	1030	1035	1041	1049	1105	1164	1168	1185	1144	1119	1060	949	894	864	853	891	806	754	695	666	651	650	631	624	643	651	670	649	672	679	729	699	686	680	697	723	713	719	689	699	682	636	660	626	635	650	671	Dec 2006 to date

rolling year registration totals




Big buses 8.5t gvw and over and coaches 16t gvw and over
All buses over 8.5t gvw - left hand scale	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	2921	2908	2864	2641	2610	2557	2673	2528	2529	2394	2339	2305	2397	2411	2516	2600	2663	2729	2709	2833	2843	2974	3068	3212	3179	3294	3267	3384	3531	3516	3593	3672	3661	3551	3483	3419	3341	3225	3124	3039	2857	2777	2643	2359	2309	2269	2242	2195	2219	2172	2156	2044	2037	2014	2090	2154	2315	Coaches over 16t gvw - right hand scale	39052	39083	39114	39142	39173	39203	39234	39264	39295	39326	39356	39387	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	924	888	882	832	696	712	796	842	881	981	1030	1035	1041	1049	1105	1164	1168	1185	1144	1119	1060	949	894	864	853	891	806	754	695	666	651	650	631	624	643	651	670	649	672	679	729	699	686	680	697	723	713	719	689	699	682	636	660	626	635	650	671	Dec 2006 to date

rolling year registration totals
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