SMMT BUS AND COACH INDUSTRY NEWS
4 AUGUST 2011 (data for July 2011)

	NEWS RELEASE NUMBER
	4927
	FOR RELEASE
	IMMEDIATE


Further boost for double-deck bus registrations in July

· Overall bus and coach volumes down 34.3% in the month and 21.7% for the rolling year to July.
· Coach volumes down 6.7% in July and down 4.9% for the rolling year to July.
· Big bus registrations rose 65.3% in July, but down 8.7% for the rolling year to July.

“Despite strong growth in July, year-to-date figures give a clearer picture of the challenges facing bus and coach manufacturers. The 8.4% drop over the seven months in 2011 reflects a return to stability, but demand remains lower than pre-recession levels and recovery continues to be fragile due to weak demand across business and retail sectors,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2006 to July 2011
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June 2011 and rolling year new bus and coach registrations
	
	July
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: RANGE!F1]% change*
	Rolling year
	% change*

	Single-deck buses
	Minibuses to 3.5t
	12
	-63.6%
	360
	140.0%
	575
	85.5%

	
	3.5 – 8.5t
	97
	-68.4%
	1,222
	-49.1%
	2,344
	-41.1%

	
	8.5 – 16t
	59
	-13.2%
	544
	5.4%
	982
	9.4%

	
	16t +
	6
	-45.5%
	124
	-55.6%
	160
	-64.8%

	Single-deck buses total
	174
	-58.5%
	2,250
	-32.7%
	4,061
	-28.0%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	97
	410.5%
	602
	11.5%
	1,012
	0.6%

	Buses above 8.5t
	162
	65.3%
	1,270
	-4.9%
	2,154
	-8.7%

	All buses
	271
	-38.1%
	2,852
	-26.6%
	5,073
	-23.7%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	1
	-95.0%
	38
	-50.6%
	93
	-7.9%

	Coaches 16t+
	55
	37.5%
	460
	-7.8%
	650
	-4.4%

	All coaches
	56
	-6.7%
	498
	-13.5%
	743
	-4.9%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total buses and coaches
	327
	-34.3%
	3,350
	-24.9%
	5,816
	-21.7%



The below tables and charts detail annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.

Annual trends – rolling year totals from December 2006 to July 2011.
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Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before.

 There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders or sales and registration.  

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.5 billion each year in R&D. For more details see SMMT’s CO2 Report, Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:
Nikki Rooke			020 7344 9226		nrooke@smmt.co.uk
Kate Owen			020 7344 1610		kowen@smmt.co.uk
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