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	SMMT BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS
18 AUGUST 2016 (data for Q2 2016)

	

	Double-deckers drive Q2 surge in UK bus and coach demand

	

	· UK bus and coach market rises 26.9% in Q2 2016, with 2,486 new vehicles registered.
· Increased demand for double-deck buses fuels growth, up 57.9% compared with Q2 2015.
· Steady year-to-date performances as registrations increase 6.5% to 4,174 units.

	

	Thursday 18 August, 2016 The UK bus and coach market enjoyed healthy growth in the second quarter of 2016, according to data released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). New bus and coach registrations rose by more than a quarter, with nearly 2,500 vehicles registered. Mini-buses, single-decks and double-decks all experienced notable growth, up 17.5%, 24.9% and 57.9% respectively.

Increased investment in new vehicle stock in Scotland and England drove the overall market in the second quarter, led by operators in the West Midlands where demand tripled, followed by those in the North West where purchases rose by 58.2%. Year-to-date figures show the market remains in growth – up 6.5% against the same period last year. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Resurgent demand for buses and coaches in the second quarter is good news following slower growth earlier in the year, and today’s figures demonstrate continued business confidence of UK operators to invest in their fleets. However, for the market to remain steady, operators, manufacturers and local authorities now need more clarity surrounding the details of the devolution of bus franchising to local authorities via the Bus Services Bill.” 
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	Notes to Editors

Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/b8zztrushjnqcb6/AACRGKBqlP1WyWG6g4enguNBa?dl=0


	About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.

Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
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NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS BY NATION FOR Q2 2016

Q2 2016 Q2 2015 % change YTD 2016 YTD 2015 % change
England 2,089 i 1869 11.8% 3,723 : 3,458 7.7%
Northern Ireland Lb 50 -12.0% 85 m -23.4%
Scotland 27 ! 246 10.2% 469 | 409 14.7%
Wales 82 87 -5.8% 168 195 -13.9%

Total 2,486 2,252 10.4% 4,445 4,173 6.5%
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UK NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS: Q2 2016 AND % CHANGE ON 2015

Q2 2016 % change Year-to-date 2016 % change
Minibus >3.5t 1173 17.5% 2317 9.2%
Single-deck 773 24.9% 1,392 -2.7%
Double-deck 540 57.9% 882 : 17.1%

Bus and coach Total 2,486 26.9% 4,445 6.5%




