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SMMT VAN AND TRUCK REGISTRATIONS
7 January 2016 (data for December and full-year 2015)
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Record van demand drives UK CV market to all-time high
1. Commercial vehicle registrations reach all-time high in 2015, with 423,894 units – up 16.7% on 2014.
1. Best ever year for vans with 371,830 registrations, surpassing previous record set in 2007.
1. Strong performance from truck sector, with demand up by a quarter to 52,064.
 UK van and truck registrations: 2015 and % change on 2014
	
	December
	% change
	Year-to-date
	% change
	Rolling year
	% change

	Vans
	30,410
	14.6%
	371,830
	15.6%
	371,830
	15.6%

	Trucks
	4,880
	68.4%
	52,064
	25.5%
	52,064
	25.5%

	Total
	35,290
	19.9%
	423,894
	16.7%
	423,894
	16.7%



Thursday 7 January 2016 Commercial vehicle demand reached an all time high in 2015, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). A steep curve in growth since 2012 has seen the CV market overtake pre-recession levels with a total of 423,894 vehicles registered in 2015.
 
Growth was fuelled by the van sector, where demand, buoyed by the ongoing online shopping boom and attractive finance deals, hit record levels - up 15.6% to 371,830 registrations in 2015. Trucks also showed robust growth in a return to form for the sector, with registrations up 25.5% to 52,064 units, following a slower year in 2014 after regulatory upheaval resulted in a distortion of fleet renewal patterns.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “This is excellent news for the commercial vehicle industry, and indeed the economy, with registrations of both vans and trucks posting strong gains, up 16.7% in total on 2014. CV demand is a key barometer of UK economic confidence and the market’s strong growth in 2015 was particularly encouraging. However, with these record figures in mind, we will expect to see the market levelling off slightly in 2016.”







UK van and truck registrations

	Month
	Dec-15
	Dec-14
	% change

	Pickups
	2,523
	2,766
	-8.8%

	4x4s
	796
	844
	-5.7%

	Vans <= 2.0t
	3,358
	3,009
	11.6%

	Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
	3,295
	3,668
	-10.2%

	Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
	20,438
	16,242
	25.8%

	All Vans to 3.5T
	30,410
	26,529
	14.6%

	Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t
	610
	756
	-19.3%

	Rigids > 6.0 - 16t
	708
	335
	111.3%

	Rigids > 16t
	1,237
	485
	155.1%

	All rigids
	2,555
	1,576
	62.1%

	2-axle artics
	395
	216
	82.9%

	3-axle artics
	1,930
	1,106
	74.5%

	All artics
	2,325
	1,322
	75.9%

	
	
	
	

	Year-to-date
	YTD-15
	YTD-14
	% change

	Pickups
	40,588
	33,823
	20.0%

	4x4s
	10,719
	8,763
	22.3%

	Vans <= 2.0t
	43,018
	39,535
	8.8%

	Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
	55,163
	56,257
	-1.9%

	Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
	222,342
	183,308
	21.3%

	All Vans to 3.5T
	371,830
	321,686
	15.6%

	Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t
	8,001
	6,797
	17.7%

	Rigids > 6.0 - 16t
	8,279
	7,576
	9.3%

	Rigids > 16t
	14,650
	11,515
	27.2%

	All rigids
	30,930
	25,888
	19.5%

	2-axle artics
	2,366
	2,257
	4.8%

	3-axle artics
	18,768
	13,324
	40.9%

	All artics
	21,134
	15,581
	35.6%

	
	
	
	

	Rolling Year
	RY-15
	RY-14
	% change

	Pickups
	40,588
	33,823
	20.0%

	4x4s
	10,719
	8,763
	22.3%

	Vans <= 2.0t
	43,018
	39,535
	8.8%

	Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
	55,163
	56,257
	-1.9%

	Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
	222,342
	183,308
	21.3%

	All Vans to 3.5T
	371,830
	321,686
	15.6%

	Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t
	8,001
	6,797
	17.7%

	Rigids > 6.0 - 16t
	8,279
	7,576
	9.3%

	Rigids > 16t
	14,650
	11,515
	27.2%

	All rigids
	30,930
	25,888
	19.5%

	2-axle artics
	2,366
	2,257
	4.8%

	3-axle artics
	18,768
	13,324
	40.9%

	All artics
	21,134
	15,581
	35.6%

	
	
	
	




Notes

The way we report our Heavy Commercial Vehicle registrations data is changing in 2016. From January 2016, SMMT will publish data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clearer trend analysis. The next Heavy Commercial Vehicle release for Q1 2016 will be published in May 2016. Light Commercial Vehicle registrations will continue to be reported on a monthly basis in line with car registrations.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £69.5 billion turnover and £15.5 billion value added. With some 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 799,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.4 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

Media contacts
Ben Foulds		020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 
Lucy Bielby		020 7344 1610 		lbielby@smmt.co.uk 
Francesca Fleming		020 7344 9206		ffleming@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher		020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
Van and truck registrations - rolling year trends Dec 2009 to date
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rolling year registration totals
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