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	Heavy truck market achieves eight-year high in first half of 2016

	

	1. New HGV market grows 7.6% in Q2 2016, with 11,071 units registered.
1. Rigid vehicles drive demand, up 22.3% compared with Q2 last year.
1. Year-to-date performance up 12.9% to 21,434 units – the highest for eight years.
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	Thursday 18 August, 2016 The heavy goods vehicle (HGV) market achieved steady growth in the second quarter of 2016 – up 7.6%, with more than 11,000 new vehicles registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The performance marks the fifth quarter of consecutive growth for the sector, boosting year-to-date registrations by 12.9% to 21,434 – the highest volume for the period since 2008.
Continuing a trend set in Q1, rigids drove growth for the second quarter, with registrations of vehicles in the 6-16T segment and those weighing in at more than 16T experiencing significant growth, up 25.5% and 20.5% respectively. The rise offset declining demand for 3-axle artics – down 11.4% – while tractor units were the most popular body type, accounting for 39% of the HGVs that hit British roads in Q2. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It’s encouraging to see HGV operators continuing to invest following the growth seen last year – the result of pent-up demand created by regulatory upheaval in 2014. We're now seeing fleet renewal patterns return to normal and all the signs point towards further growth, albeit at a steadier rate. Maintaining business confidence must now be a priority to ensure this crucial sector’s ongoing success.”
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	Notes to Editors 

Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/19n4ccm77yaqvr0/AAAGDh_ICffgVTKtVaReqiyea?dl=0
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS >6T - QUARTERLY TOTALS: Q1 2015 TO DATE
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TOP 5 BODY TYPES
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q2 2016

Q2 2016 1 Q2 2015 . % change YTD 2016 YTD 2015 % change
England 9,464 | 9,123 | 3.7% : 18,439 ! 16,779 | 9.9%
Northern Ireland 3N 279 11.5% 603 505 19.4%
Scotland 1,001 | 696 43.8% 1,834 1,289 ! 42.3%
Wales 293 192 52.6% 556 44 34.3%
Total | 11,071 10,290 | 7.6% 21,434 18,987 39.2%
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