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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 November 2015 (data for October 2015)

New car market stabilises in October after record 43 months of growth

1. New car registrations see 1.1% decline in October following period of phenomenal record growth. 
1. Total market year-to-date up 6.4% to 2,274,550 units registered – the best performance on record.
1. Alternatively fuelled vehicle market enjoys 13.8% boost, with diesel and petrol registrations steady.
Thursday 5 November 2015 Figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) show UK new car registrations dropped for the first time in more than three and a half years as market growth levelled off in October 2015. 177,664 new cars were registered in the month, representing a slight decrease of 1.1% on last year’s figure and following a record 43 consecutive months of growth.
Year-to-date figures strongly demonstrate that the new car market is still very buoyant – 2,274,550 cars have been registered so far this year, 6.4% more than at this time in 2014, and the best year-to-date performance on record.
Diesel and petrol market shares remained stable, while the demand for alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) continues to show positive growth. October AFV volumes were up by 13.8%, reaching 3% of the total market for the first time, as more consumers switch to an ever more diverse range of ultra low emission vehicles. The high-value market segments saw the biggest gains, with specialist sports and luxury saloon vehicle registrations growing 59.0% and 23.1% respectively. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The UK car market has gone through a period of unprecedented growth and, so far, 2015 has been a bumper year with the strongest performance since the recession. As expected, demand has now begun to level off but the sector is in a strong position, as low interest rates, consumer confidence and exciting new products combine to attract new car buyers. The current full-year growth forecast remains on track.” 

New car registrations – rolling-year totals, December 2007 to present

	October
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	177,664
	91,177
	81,125
	5,362
	78,825
	92,428
	6,411

	2014
	179,714
	93,173
	81,830
	4,711
	80,950
	90,459
	8,305

	% change
	-1.1%
	-2.1%
	-0.9%
	13.8%
	-2.6%
	2.2%
	-22.8%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	51.3%
	45.7%
	3.0%
	44.4%
	52.0%
	3.6%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	51.8%
	45.5%
	2.6%
	45.0%
	50.3%
	4.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	2,274,550
	1,095,601
	1,117,306
	61,643
	1,058,382
	1,119,934
	96,234

	2014
	2,137,910
	1,067,400
	1,027,951
	42,559
	1,037,487
	1,001,038
	99,385

	% change
	6.4%
	2.6%
	8.7%
	44.8%
	2.0%
	11.9%
	-3.2%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	48.2%
	49.1%
	2.7%
	46.5%
	49.2%
	4.2%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	49.9%
	48.1%
	2.0%
	48.5%
	46.8%
	4.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Total cars
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737
	2,476,435

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	October
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	8,577
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	116,631

	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	5,061
	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	77,896

	
	3
	Volkswagen Golf
	5,057
	
	3
	Ford Focus
	73,966

	
	4
	Ford Focus
	4,913
	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	64,257

	
	5
	Nissan Qashqai
	4,544
	
	5
	Nissan Qashqai
	54,259

	
	6
	Audi A3
	3,884
	
	6
	Volkswagen Polo
	48,770

	
	7
	Volkswagen Polo
	3,233
	
	7
	Vauxhall Astra
	45,487

	
	8
	Nissan Juke
	3,155
	
	8
	Audi A3
	42,137

	
	9
	BMW 1 Series
	2,944
	
	9
	MINI
	38,241

	
	10
	BMW 3 Series
	2,805
	
	10
	Mercedes-Benz C Class
	37,748




Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. November 2015 new car registration figures will be released on 4 December 2015 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £69.5 billion turnover and £15.5 billion value added. With some 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 799,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.4 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk
Francesca Fleming			020 7344 9206		ffleming@smmt.co.uk 
Lucy Bielby			020 7344 1610		lbielby@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher			020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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