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Key Dates 

SMMT International Group Meetings 2014 
 

 

Customs & Tariffs Working Group Meetings   
 
Wednesday 17 December 2014 

Pre-Christmas networking 

 

CTWG provides a discussion forum for members and non-members to gather in order to 
consider issues arising from the tax and duty on import and export of automotive vehicles, 
components and products. There are also presentations on associated topics derived from 
international trade and members can share market experience, data and information. 
 

International Business Group  
 
Thursday 27 November – 10.30 hrs at SMMT  

Pre-Christmas networking at SMMT. 
 
USA, Canada and CEE focus market. 
 
The SMMT International Business Group provides a "window on the world", exploring the latest 
industry trends and opportunities around the globe. The three-times-yearly meetings target key 
automotive markets and provide both members and invited guests with the opportunity to hear 
from local experts, share their own business experiences and network amongst the group. 
  
The next meeting will be held on 27 November at 10:30 hrs at SMMT, when the focus will be 
on the USA and Canada - neighbours whose automotive industries appear to be on diverging 
paths - and also on Central Europe - another region where automotive production is on 

the rise again. 
  
For further information, and to register your interest in attending, please contact Pat Shaw on 
0207 344 9260, email pshaw@smmt.co.uk 

 

International Questionnaire: Help us shape 2015/2016 activities! 
 
As mentioned in this month’s editorial, we have decided to introduce a more formal 
international trade survey to better understand your activities in overseas markets.  
Your feedback will help us align the resources of SMMT and UKTI to support you by providing 
an evidence base to assist our activity planning. 
You can download a copy of the International Questionnaire here 
http://www.smmt.co.uk/international-questionnaire/ .  
 
Please complete and return the questionnaire to pshaw@smmt.co.uk  
 
 

http://www.smmt.co.uk/members-lounge/member-services/business-opportunities/international-trade/committees/the-customs-and-tariffs-group/
http://www.smmt.co.uk/members-lounge/member-services/business-opportunities/international-trade/committees/international-business-group/
mailto:pshaw@smmt.co.uk
http://www.smmt.co.uk/members-lounge/member-services/business-opportunities/international-trade/committees/international-business-group/
http://www.smmt.co.uk/international-questionnaire/
http://www.smmt.co.uk/international-questionnaire/
mailto:pshaw@smmt.co.uk
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SMMT supported International events  

Book Now! 
 

 

 
SMMT supported event 

Supply Chain Trade Mission to Mexico UKTI support available  

1-5 December 2014 

Contact: Pat Shaw | E-mail pshaw@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9260 

A week-long business group visit to Mexico featuring “Mexico’s Auto Industry Conference & 
Exhibition”, seminars and one-to-one business meetings in key automotive centres in Mexico. 
 

 
SMMT supported event 

Automechanika Shanghai   Sold out 

9-12 December 2014    

Contact: Sarah Thevenet | E-mail sthevenet@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9233 

Following the increased interest from UK participants over the last two years, and the growing 
interest in the show from both exhibitors and visitors, SMMT will again organise a UK Pavilion 
at Automechanika Shanghai 2014.  
 

 
SMMT supported event 

SIAT, India    UKTI GRANTS of up to £2,500 

Symposium on International Automotive Technology 

21-24 January 2015 

Contact: Sarah Thevenet | E-mail sthevenet@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9233 

SIAT is a benchmark event and an important forum for presenting the achievements and 
innovative strengths of the automotive industry. SMMT is working with UKTI to take a group of 
UK Companies to exhibit at SIAT 2015.  
 

 
SMMT supported event 

ACMA Automechanika New Delhi  UKTI GRANTS of up to £2,500 

26 Feb – 1 March 2015 

Contact: Sarah Thevenet | E-mail sthevenet@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9233 

Following our successful participation at ACMA Automechanika New Delhi, and positive 
feedback from UK participants, SMMT will again organise a UK Pavilion to the show, which is 
set to grow in 2015.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pshaw@smmt.co.uk
mailto:sthevenet@smmt.co.uk
mailto:sthevenet@smmt.co.uk
mailto:sthevenet@smmt.co.uk
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SMMT supported event 
 

Automechanika Chicago 
24 – 26 April 2015  
Contact: Pat Shaw | E-mail pshaw@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9260 
 

The Automechanika family of global automotive shows will gain a new member when the 
inaugural Chicago exhibition is staged between 24 – 26 April 2015.  
 
Strategically located in the heart of the industrial US Mid-West, the show will focus on: 

 Parts and components 

 Electronics and systems 

 Accessories and tuning 

 Repair and maintenance 

 It and management 
It will be complemented by an extensive programme of promotional and networking activities. 
 
SMMT is currently negotiating preferential rates for a British pavilion that will offer UK exhibitors 
enhanced stand and meeting facilities. We are also applying for UKTI TAP grants that would be 
worth up to £2,000 for qualifying companies. 
 
At the same time, we need to assess – as soon as possible - the level of industry interest in this 
new event. If you are potentially interested in joining the UK exhibitor group in Chicago, please 
contact Pat Shaw – Tel. 020 7344 9260, email pshaw@smmt.co.uk 
 

 
SMMT supported event 

EVS28 - Electric Vehicle Symposium and Exhibition, South Korea 

3 – 6 May 2015 

Contact: Sarah Thevenet | E-mail sthevenet@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9233 

Following the success of British Pavilions to the previous editions of EVS, SMMT will again 
organise a UK exhibiting group to the show. Please contact Sarah Thevenet to register your 
interest.  
 

 
SMMT supported event 

Mission to Brazil 2015 tbc 

Contact: Pat Shaw | E-mail pshaw@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9260 

This will be a group OMIS, to include visits to OEMs, universities, technology parks. The focus 
will be on low carbon technologies, vehicle efficiency and composites, to meet INOVAR AUTO 
requirements. 
 

mailto:pshaw@smmt.co.uk
mailto:pshaw@smmt.co.uk
mailto:sthevenet@smmt.co.uk
mailto:pshaw@smmt.co.uk


4 
 

 
 

 
SMMT supported event 

Mission to SE Asia – Vietnam and Indonesia  

Contact: Sarah Thevenet| E-mail sthevenet@smmt.co.uk | Tel: 020 7344 9233 

Following a successful UKTI/SMMT mission to Thailand and Malaysia in 2014, we are 

considering organising a mission to Indonesia and Vietnam for 2015 to complete our visit to key 

SE Asian markets. Get in touch if you are interested! 

 

 

UKTI  

UKTI runs a range of events for exporters, including seminars in the UK, trade missions to 
overseas markets and support for attendance at overseas trade shows. Following a 
government wide move to have a single customer facing website, information on the UKTI 
website has been transferred to www.gov.uk. This link will take you to the Tradeshow Access 
Programme (TAP) page on gov.uk: https://www.gov.uk/tradeshow-access-programme. 
 
London Chamber of Commerce Events  

The LCCI newsletter contains details of the Chamber’s forthcoming international events, 
including a visit by a South Korean business group, focusing on the electronics and security 
sectors, and a trade mission to Brazil, scheduled for mid-October. 
 
An electronic version of their programme can be found at 

www.londonchambernewsletters.co.uk. 
 
Great Britain-India Business Convention, CONNECT ‘14 
10-11 October 2014, New Delhi, India 

Last year’s British Business Group convention in Mumbai attracted over 350 companies from 
across India and the UK. This year’s convention, in Delhi, CONNECT ’14, is the premier 
commercial event of the year in the UK-India relationship. Coming soon after the formation of 
the new Indian government, it will bring together British and Indian business leaders and 
leading Government figures. The theme for the event is “looking to new horizons” building on 
the success of the last few years. 

Registration now open at www.britainindiaconvention.com.  
 
Central & Eastern European Automotive Forum 2014  Adam Smith Conferences 

21 – 22 October  |  Marriott Boscolo Hotel  |  Prague 
http://www.adamsmithconferences.com/2336sme 
15% discount* to all members. 
Please quote VIP Code: 2336SM. 
 
French automotive sector: OEM & aftermarket Webinar 
6 November 2014 -  9:30  - 10:30 hrs  

Free Webinar giving you an in-depth insight into approaching and entering the French market, 
its key players and opportunities for UK companies. For further information, contact: 

Partner International events held abroad   
 

mailto:sthevenet@smmt.co.uk
http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/tradeshow-access-programme
http://www.londonchambernewsletters.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Mark/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/KOENNKU5/www.britainindiaconvention.com
http://www.adamsmithconferences.com/2336sme
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Audrey Berte, email: audreyberte@fco.gov.uk  To register go to: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5889687225381791489 
 
Automotive Industry in Brazil: Opportunities for UK companies, sector overview,  
opportunities and challenges for Low Carbon Vehicles in Brazil – Webinar (free) 
11 November Time: 13.00 – 14.00 hrs UK time 

UKTI Brazil is hosting a free webinar to share information and key business opportunities in the 
Automotive Industry in Brazil. This webinar will help UK companies to gain a better 
understanding of the industry: recent trends, key players and key business opportunities in 
Brazil.  For further information Contact: Julie Yang, UKTI, Assistant Sector Manager – 
Advanced Engineering. Email: Julie.Yang@fco.gov.uk.  To register go to: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7864931279082635777. 
 

 

 
SMMT compiles and publishes a regularly updated Funding, Finance and Support Guide 

that contains details of over 140 funding schemes that may be relevant to automotive 
companies. The latest edition of the guide can be accessed via the SMMT website. 

www.smmt.co.uk. 
 
 

Asia News Round-up 

Extracts from some recent news sources, copyright acknowledged 
 

 

China: Nissan and Dongfeng form JV for Infiniti in China 

22 September 2014, europeautonews.com  
Nissan has formed a joint venture with Dongfeng Motor Corp. in China, dedicated to producing 
premium Infiniti vehicles in the world's biggest automobile market. Nissan, which moved its 
Infiniti head office to Hong Kong two years ago, is targeting sales of 30,000 units this year in 
China, an 80 percent jump from a year ago. It aims to sell 100,000 Infiniti cars in China by 
2018, over half of which will be locally made, the carmaker added. 
 
GERMANY: Volkswagen plans luxury sedan for China 
24 September 2014, by Graeme Roberts, Just-auto.com 

Volkswagen plans to launch a new luxury sedan, codenamed 511, under the VW brand and 
only in China. Reuters, citing anonymous sources, said the model, intended to improve group 
profit margins, would be launched at the end of 2015. The automaker plans to sell 50,000 a 
year. 
 

INDIA: Hyundai expects growth in rural areas 

24 September 2014, by Graeme Roberts, Just-auto.com 
Following Toyota India's recent announcement of a new marketing push in rural areas, Hyundai 
Motor India said rural sales accounted for 20% of its tally for August 2014, compared with 12% 
in 2011. In the next few years, the company aims for 30% of its total sales to come from rural 
markets. 

 

Funding Export  
 

 

mailto:audreyberte@fco.gov.uk
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5889687225381791489
mailto:Julie.Yang@fco.gov.uk
http://www.neopixdesign.com.br/mail/index.php?option=com_acymailing&gtask=url&urlid=1045&mailid=96&subid=1805
http://www.smmt.co.uk/
http://www.just-auto.com/authors/graeme-roberts_id110
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/volkswagen_id120
http://www.just-auto.com/authors/graeme-roberts_id110
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/toyota_id119
http://www.just-auto.com/news/toyota-plans-sales-push-in-rural-markets_id150399.aspx
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/hyundai_id74
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MALAYSIA: 'National carmaker' Proton launches new Iriz subcompact 
26 September 2014, by Tony Pugliese, Just-auto.com 
Proton launched the Iriz subcompact car in Malaysia on Thursday, hoping it will help the 
national carmaker regain ground lost to key domestic competitors including Perodua.  
The new model comes with a choice of 1.3- and 1.6-litre VVT Euro IV engines and retail prices 
range from MYR42,438 (US$13,000) to MYR58,268 ($17,860). 
 
SOUTH KOREA: Tata and LG in component supply talks 
26 September 2014, by Tony Pugliese, Just-auto.com 
India’s Tata Motors - parent of Jaguar Land Rover - is in talks to source vehicle components 
from LG group with reports saying high level talks took place in recent weeks. The South 
Korean electronics giant is a major global supplier of lithium-ion batteries, fuelling speculation 
that Tata is considering moving into the electric vehicle segment. 
 
SOUTH KOREA: Analysts see hybrid car sales soaring with new government incentives 

26 September 2014, by Tony Pugliese, Just-auto.com 
Sales of hybrid electric cars in South Korea are expected to accelerate next year with 
government incentives expected to make some local models actually cheaper to buy than 
equivalent petrol models. 
 
SOUTH KOREA: Report says EV infrastructure will grow 73% 
25 September 2014, by Tony Lewis, Just-auto.com 
South Korea’s electric vehicle charging infrastructure will grow 72.7% by 2020 to reach 90,000 
stations, according to new research.The growth will be driven by demand for rapid-charging 
outlets and come on the back of the government subsidies for both the hardware and the 
installation costs. 
 

VIETNAM: Lower import tariffs spark manufacturing exit fears 
23 September 2014, by Dave Leggett, Just-auto.com 
Fears are being expressed that the end of import tariffs on built-up car imports to Vietnam 
(under trade agreements) could cause manufacturers with assembly plants to quit Vietnam 
unless there are compensatory tax breaks from the government. […]  
Reuters noted that Vietnam currently imposes a 50% tariff on fully built-up imported vehicles, 
but tariffs in the region are planned to be scrapped in 2018. That could mean imports from 
other countries in the region - such as Thailand and Indonesia - undercut locally made vehicles. 

http://www.just-auto.com/authors/tony-pugliese_id112
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/proton_id223
http://www.just-auto.com/authors/tony-pugliese_id112
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/tata_id225
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/jaguar_id179
http://www.just-auto.com/companies/land-rover_id180
http://www.just-auto.com/authors/tony-pugliese_id112
http://www.just-auto.com/authors/tony-pugliese_id112
http://www.just-auto.com/authors/dave-leggett_id109
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UKTI International Business Opportunities  
 

 

 

To receive immediate UKTI Business Opportunity service notifications register at:  

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/home.html?guid=none 
 
Brazil – Opportunities for manufacturers of components for electric / hybrid vehicles 

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/811866.html 
 

A Brazilian electric vehicle manufacturer is interested in UK-based manufacturers offering 
technologies for electric/hybrid bus, truck, vans and taxis. 
 
A Brazilian electric vehicle manufacturer is interested in UK-based manufacturers of electric 
driveline (motors/transmissions), batteries with BMS (Battery Management Systems), 
inverters/chargers/controllers and transmedia panel with integration with iPod/iPad.   
 
Since then the company has formed partnerships with four groups (three of those foreign) but 
none of these have been successful. In 2014, the company entered into a partnership with the 
only Brazilian car manufacturer to develop the 50/50 joint venture under the scheme electric 
car-sharing & fleet rental services throughout Brazil. The car will not be sold through regular 
channels; the manufacturer will own the fleet and lease the cars to parking companies and 
networks that will make the car available through a car-sharing system.  
 
The car-sharing program will begin in the cities of Rio and Curitiba, with initial 50 cars each. 
Then it will be extended to S o  aulo, Belo Horizonte, Recife and Caxias do Sul. The company 
counts on a demand of 300 cars in each of these cities over time.  
 
The future plans include an electric van and a special car for wheelchair users. The electric 
motor and battery will be supplied by manufacturers from the United States, England, Canada 
and China, attested by the English group Lotus, the same one used by Tesla, the American 
manufacturer of luxury electric vehicles. Deadline: 15 December 2014. 
 

 

China - Advanced LNG/CNG technology companies sought for cooperation 

http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/advanced_lng_cng_technology

_companies_sought  

This Chinese company is a high-tech corporation specialised in researching, developing, 

manufacturing and other services on compressors, pressure vessels and pressure piping. 

It now wants to work with British companies that have advanced LNG/CNG technology and 

equipment. The British company could either provide technology to this Chinese company’s 

production operations or join fabrication with the Chinese company. Closing date:? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/home.html?guid=none
http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/811866.html?utm_source=alerts-bizopp&utm_medium=email
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/advanced_lng_cng_technology_companies_sought
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/advanced_lng_cng_technology_companies_sought


8 
 

 
 

China - Automotive maintenance equipment sought for procurement 

http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/automotive_maintena

nce_equipment_sought 

A professional automotive after sale service provider in Changchun would like to procure British 

automotive maintenance equipment. This company is a professional automotive aftersales 

service provider which owns ten auto maintenance shops across China.  

Closing date: 30/10/2014. 

 

China - Robotic machinery sought for automotive equipment manufacturer 

http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/robotic_machinery_s

ought 

This company is an automotive equipment manufacturer and their main products are automatic 

binding machines and automatic gluing machines. The company would like to procure robotic 

products for their automotive manufacturing process. 

Opportunity Closing Date: 30/10/2014. 

 

China - A Chinese distributor seeks quick-drying paint for cars 

http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/chinese_distributor_seeks_qui

ck_drying_paint  

This distributor is a subsidiary of a large state-owned enterprise and has established sales 

channels in Beijing and Shanghai. It specialises in selling imported automotive products in 

China and has been the sole agent of several international brands. It would now like to import 

quick-drying paint for cars in order to replace the baking process. It would prefer to work with 

manufacturers rather than export companies. 

Opportunity Closing Date: 30/10/2014. 

Colombia – National Armed Forces looking for transport equipment 

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/815300.html 

The Colombian National Armed Forces are looking for a company that offers transport 
equipment. The required equipment includes ambulances, buses, motorcycles and SUVs with 
armour-plate. Cost:  £1.7 M. Deadline for submissions: 20 October 2014. 
 
Mexico - Large company is looking for retrofit technology suppliers for logistics fleet 
vehicles 

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/businessopportunity/798340.html 

Mexican market leading beverage company is interested in Retrofit Technology Suppliers for 

their logistics vehicles with diesel engines to alternative fuels. The company has a large fleet 

used for the transportation of beverage, food and consumer good to all the country. The 

company is looking for a cost effective, eco-friendly and sustainable way to reduce emissions 

through the use of alternative fuels (CNG, LNG and propane, among others). They are 

interested in talking to suppliers who might provide solutions and services to help them make 

modification to their vehicles engine and power train. 

 

 

http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/automotive_maintenance_equipment_sought
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/automotive_maintenance_equipment_sought
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/robotic_machinery_sought
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/robotic_machinery_sought
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/chinese_distributor_seeks_quick_drying_paint
http://www.cbbc.org/what_we_do/china_business_opportunities/chinese_distributor_seeks_quick_drying_paint
http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/815300.html?utm_source=alerts-bizopp&utm_medium=email
http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/815300.html?utm_source=alerts-bizopp&utm_medium=email
http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/businessopportunity/798340.html
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Mexico – Mexican distributor looks for machinery and new technologies for automotive 

manufacturing 

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/811882.html 

Mexican company expert in representing foreign brands and introducing them in the Mexican 

and Latin American Markets requires British products to add to its catalogue. The company has 

twelve years of experience in the field, annual sales of 3 to 4 million U.S. Dollars and 8 direct 

and 5 indirect employees. The company has offices in Mexico (Chihuahua and Aguascalientes) 

and in USA (Texas). 

Deadline: 3 December 2014.  

 

The Midlands Enterprise Europe Network   

If you would like to receive further information about any of the below business opportunities, 

contact the Midlands Enterprise Europe Network, Tel.: 0121 455 0268, E-mail:  

een@birmingham-chamber.com. 

 

A German automotive supplier for high quality and optically efficient light-emitting diodes 

(LEDs) is interested in new LED developments. They seek research results and prototypes that 

they can test in their production lines that include chip-on-board technology and PCB 

assembly. The German company’s technology can be adapted to special technologies within 

technical or research co-operation, e.g. as an industrial partner / end-user in a research project. 

Ref: TRDE20140818002 

 

Catalan company specialised in manufacturing and distribution of plastic masking products for 

professional painters offer itself as a distributor. They are also considering a joint venture or 

reciprocal production agreements in order to increase its competitiveness and be able to 

provide a better service and products. Ref: 20091125036 BR 

 

A Dutch SME specialised in the development and assembly of high-end shock absorbers is 

looking for a supplier of electronic components. The potential partner will become part of the 

developing process and will need to give advise on the configuration and specifications of 

electronic components like control units, remote controls, graphic displays, sensors, 

connectors, extension cables.. The SME is interested in a subcontracting agreement. 

Ref: BRNL20140805001 

 

Turkish company specialized in designing and manufacturing  special vehicles and original high 

technology products for companies operating in the fields of automotive, automotive supply 

industry and machinery manufacturing industry, is looking for investors for its own-produced 

airport utility vehicles. Ref: BOTR20140821002 

 

An Austrian research consortium has developed an innovative design of embroidered textile 

heating elements. The technology is more efficient in automated production of heating 

elements and it can be applied to (new) products in high and low temperature environments 

such as those required by the automotive or health industries for example. Partners for a 

http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/811882.html?utm_source=alerts-bizopp&utm_medium=email
http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/811882.html?utm_source=alerts-bizopp&utm_medium=email
http://www.businessopportunities.ukti.gov.uk/uktihome/item/811882.html?utm_source=alerts-bizopp&utm_medium=email
mailto:een@birmingham-chamber.com
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commercial agreement with technical assistance, a manufacturing or technical cooperation 

agreement are sought. Ref: TOAT20140717002 

 

A French SME, specialized in the design of mechanical products dedicated to sustainable 

mobility, has developed a breakthrough innovative transmission device. The technology can be 

implemented to vehicles or any other machinery needing a transmission device for main 

transmission, energy recovering system, auxiliary motors etc. The company would like to 

establish a long term partnership through a joint venture or a licensing agreement with 

industrial partner or collaborate through a H2020 project. Ref: TOFR20140409002 

 

A Polish university is offering know-how for the complex preparation process of the surface 

layer of titanium, aluminium alloys and polyamide 6 (through the process of ozonation) for 

adhesive bonding. The university is looking for an industrial partner to sign a licensing 

agreement. Ref: TOPL20140701001 

 

A Dutch SME designs and builds intelligent and adaptive beyond-line-of-sight communications 

for mobile, transportation vehicles or fixed installations. The company has developed a solution 

for partners who need the ability to send data through either terrestrial 4G LTE (Long-Term 

Evolution) or satellite Machine to Machine networks to fixed internet locations, mobile devices 

or cloud servers. The SME is looking for partners active in remote monitoring for a license 

agreement. Ref: TONL20140728001 

 

A Hungarian industrial SME has developed a hydrogen-powered 3kW power supply to provide 

an uninterruptible resource of electricity for 48 Volt Direct Current (VDC) system lines, 

specifically for communications relay stations and electric power distributor stations. Its main 

advantage is the life span being much longer than a traditional battery based power supply.  

The company looks for partners in the communications and electronic industry for 

manufacturing and technical cooperation agreement. Ref: TOHU20140624001 

 

A Slovak company is one of the leaders of the Slovak engineering market. The company has a 

long manufacturing tradition. On the basis of its specialised activities, the company holds legal 

authorizations and certifications as the only subject in Slovakia. The company is in a sound 

partnership with global leaders of automotive industry and engineering industry. The company 

is seeking partners for manufacturing agreements or subcontracting. 

Ref: BOSK20140811001 

 

Slovenian manufacturing company, specialized in automotive, electronics and other sectors is 

looking for industrial or service partners with needs of complex quality injected plastic products 

and is offering its subcontracting services to EU companies. Ref: BOSI20140702001 

 

A Swiss company offers an innovative power semiconductor module, conceived especially for 

outdoor or on-board applications, because of its ability to withstand high environmental stress 

like humidity, thermal cycling and mechanical vibration.  
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Furthermore volume, weight and cost have been reduced. The module has been developed to 

be fully flexible: any electrical circuit can be integrated while the housing remains the same. 

Partners sought are willing to co-develop the module on their applications. Ref:  

TOCH20140630001 

 

A Dutch SME with years of experience in developing shock absorbers for use in motorcycles, 

cars and snowmobiles has developed an innovative proportional damping valve. Faster, more 

stable and cheaper than current systems on the market. The SME offers this technology to 

manufacturers of shock absorbers or vehicle manufacturers. The company is interested in 

development projects from prototype till serial production. The company is interested in license 

agreements or manufacturing agreements. Ref: TONL20140811001 

 

A Polish R&D organization that performs scientific, research and development work in the field 

of automotive industry problems has developed a holding mechanism for children’s 

transportation in vehicles that increases safety during a side impact. The organisation is looking 

for partners to sign a license agreement on the developed holding mechanism. 

Ref:  TOPL20140814001 

 

An Austrian research consortium has developed an innovative design of embroidered textile 

heating elements. The technology is more efficient in automated production of heating 

elements and it can be applied to (new) products in high and low temperature environment 

such as requested by e.g. automotive or health industries. Partners for a commercial 

agreement with technical assistance, a manufacturing or technical cooperation agreement are 

sought. Ref: TOAT20140717002 

 

 

 
 

WTO Non Tariff Barrier notifications updates 
 

          

 

Kuwait 
G/TBT/N/KWT/237 
22 September 2014 
Motor Vehicles – General Requirements 
Draft for update of the technical regulation No. GSO 42:2003 

SUMMARY:  
This standard is concerned with the general requirements for motor vehicles ensuring high 
levels of safety, environmental protection, energy efficiency and antitheft performance. For 
detailed requirements refer to GSO Technical Regulations on the subject concerned. 
GSO technical regulations related to Motor Vehicles will be formulated based on UN/ECE 
regulations; In the case of motor vehicles manufactured in compliance with FMVSS regulations, 
will be accepted as an alternative. 
Texts available from: http://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2014/tbt/kwt/14_4074_00_e.pdf  
Final date for comments: 60 days from the date of circulation. 

http://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2014/tbt/kwt/14_4074_00_e.pdf
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JCCC updates 
 

          

 
Customs Information Paper (14) 64 
Commercial Samples Relief – Changes and New Notice 

Commercial Samples Relief is one of several Customs procedures available for trade 
promotion purposes. The Relief allows established businesses in the UK/EU to import samples 
of products for demonstration with the sole view to solicit potential orders of those products, 
provided that the sample items have been adequately prepared prior to import.  
Adequate preparation must involve: 

 Tearing, altering, perforating, slashing or defacing the items,  
and/or: 

 Using permanent indelible marking or permanent labelling to clearly mark the item as 
a ‘Commercial Sample’. 

Any entity established in the EU with a current EORI (Economic Operator’s Registration 
Identification) can continue to use this Relief – any entity that does not have a valid EORI will 
have to apply for one.  
With effect from the date of this CI , the use of Commercial Samples Relief by ‘private 
individuals’ will cease. It should also be noted that as announced previously in CIP (12) 61 the 
use of dummy EORI ‘GBUNREG’ is under review and consideration is now being given to its 
removal from use. 
Relevant to All current importers, freight/shipping agents, freight forwarders, brokers and 
traders who use Commercial Samples Relief via CPCs 40 00 C30 and 49 00 C30. Effective 
from 1st November 2014. 
 
 
Customs Information Paper (14) 63 
Amendment to the Value Added Tax (Imported Goods) Relief Order 1984 

VAT legislation on low value consignment relief for goods sent by mail order from the Channel 
Islands. Relevant to Individuals and businesses involved in importing goods from the Channel 
Islands. Effective from 26th September 2014. 

 

Customs Information Paper (14) 62 
Temporary Storage and Approved Depositories, Rebranding Approved Depositories to 
ETSF (AD), Revised Guidance 

Clarification of the rebranding of Approved Depositories to External Temporary Storage Facility 
(Approved Depository) ETSF (AD) plus the revision of associated guidance and Public Notices. 
Relevant to All international trade economic operators and trade bodies, importers, exporters 
and shipping agents involved in Temporary Storage and Approved Depositories. Effective: 
immediate.  
 
Customs Information Paper (14) 59 
Volumes 1 and 3 of the Integrated Tariff of the United Kingdom 

This paper is to inform you that pdf versions of Volumes 1 and 3 of the Integrated Tariff of the 
United Kingdom will be published on the gov.uk website on 15 September 2014. 
Volume 1 contains information about general Tariff requirements. 
 
Volume 2 contains the Tariff schedule and is already available as the UK Trade Tariff on the 
gov.uk website. 

https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff


13 
 

 
 

Volume 3 contains information about customs freight procedures. 
Relevant to All those who use the Integrated Tariff of the United Kingdom. Effective from: 
Immediate. 
 
 

Trade shows around the world by month 
          

 

We are compiling a listing of auto sector-related trade shows around the world as 
information is received from organisers or from internet searches. The list is not yet 
complete and will be updated. If you are aware of shows that we should add to the list, 
or are able to report on the show having previously attended  please contact the SMMT 
International team. 
 

Below is a selection of key automotive events in the next 12 months. For further listing of 
events visit: www.biztradeshows.com/automotive.    
 

 

October 2014:  

 

Oslo, Norway 

Oslo Motor Show  

10-12 October 2014  

www.messe.no/en/Oslo-Motor-Show 

November 2014: 

 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Automechanika Argentina 

12-15 Novemeber 2014  

www.automechanika.messefrankfurt.com 

 

Frankfurt, Germany 

EuroMold 2014 

25-28 November 2014  

Moldmaking, tooling, design and application development exhibition. 

 

January 2015: 

 

Salzburg, Austria 

AutoZum 

21-24 January 2015  

www.autozum.at/   

http://www.biztradeshows.com/automotive
http://www.messe.no/en/Oslo-Motor-Show
http://www.automechanika.messefrankfurt.com/
http://www.autozum.at/
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February 2015: 

 
Lillestrom, Norway 
Automessen 

4-7 February 2015  
www.messe.no/en/Automessen 
 

March 2015: 

 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Automechanika Malaysia 

19-21  March 2015  

www.automechanika.messefrankfurt.com 

 

Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation  

Autoprom Russia 

12-14 March 2015  

www.autoprom.restec.ru/en 

 

June 2015: 

 

Nuremberg, Germany 

Automotive Engineering Expo  

9-11 June 2015  

www.automotive-engineering-expo.com/ 

 

October 2015: 

 

Oslo, Norway 

Oslo Motor Show 

23-25 October 2015  

www.messe.no/en/Oslo-Motor-Show 

 
  

http://www.messe.no/en/Automessen
http://www.automechanika.messefrankfurt.com/
http://www.autoprom.restec.ru/en
http://www.automotive-engineering-expo.com/
http://www.messe.no/en/Oslo-Motor-Show
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SMMT International Team 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 
This publication contains general information and, although SMMT endeavours to ensure that 
the content is accurate and up-to-date at the date of publication, no representation or warranty, 
express or implied, is made as to its accuracy or completeness and therefore the information in 
this publication should not be relied upon. Readers should always seek appropriate advice from 
a suitably qualified expert before taking, or refraining from taking, any action. The contents of 
this publication should not be construed as advice or guidance and SMMT disclaims liability for 
any loss, howsoever caused, arising directly or indirectly from reliance on the information in this 
publication.

 

  Ruta Aisthorpe 

  International Manager  
  raisthorpe@smmt.co.uk 
  020 7344 9231 
  07809 522 183 

Pat Shaw 

International Project Manager and 
Administrator 
pshaw@smmt.co.uk 
020 7344 9260 
07809 522 452 

   
Sarah Thevenet 

International Manager 
sthevenet@smmt.co.uk 
020 7344 9233 
07809 522 181 
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