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January UK car output makes solid start to 2014

· Robust January begins year just 0.3% off 2013 performance.
· Analysts expect growth over full year as newly introduced models move to full-scale production.
· Signs of European market recovery significant for overseas trade. Around 50% of exports go to EU.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]“UK car manufacturing made a solid start to 2014, matching the strength of January last year,” said Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive. “We expect domestic car output to accelerate throughout 2014 as new model introductions reach full volume. Looking further ahead, we anticipate further growth as investments by some of the world’s biggest automotive brands become reality, creating more jobs and huge opportunities for UK-based suppliers.”

	Car manufacturing
	Jan-13
	Jan-14
	% Change 
	YTD-13
	YTD-14
	% Change

	Total
	129,049
	128,620
	-0.3%
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	-0.3%

	Home
	26,911
	25,239
	-6.2%
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	-6.2%

	Export
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	103,381
	1.2%
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	% export
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About SMMT and UK the automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £59 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2013 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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