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SMMT BUS AND COACH INDUSTRY NEWS
5 April 2012 (data for March 2012)
NEWS RELEASE NUMBER:  5002						           FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

Encouraging first quarter for bus and coach market with registrations up 56.5% 

· The bus and coach sector grew significantly in Q1 of 2012, up 56.5% to 2,343 registrations, with March up 71.8%, posting 1,340 registrations.
· On the back of a challenging 2011, all sectors saw a welcome lift in performance in Q1 of 2012:
· Purpose-built bus registrations rose 87.5% in the first three months of the year, and were up 75.8% in March.
· Coach volumes were up 50% for the year-to-date to 279 registrations.
· Converted bus registrations were up 40.5% in Q1 2012, and 65.3% in the month.

“The UK bus and coach sector enjoyed a solid first quarter of 2012 with registrations up 56.5%,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “The purpose-built bus and coach segment continues to see an upward trend as operators seek to add the most reliable and fuel-efficient technologies to their fleets. Since 2009, more than 550 diesel hybrid buses have been registered, a figure that will grow as the third round of the Green Bus Fund in England takes effect.”

UK bus and coach registrations: 2012 and % change on 2011
	 
	March
	% change
	Year-to-date
	% change
	Rolling year
	% change

	Purpose-built single-deck buses <8.5t
	15
	36.4%
	35
	133.3%
	100
	-41.2%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >8.5t to 12t
	46
	318.2%
	69
	72.5%
	259
	12.6%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >12t to 16t
	97
	4.3%
	200
	-1.5%
	803
	6.4%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >16t
	49
	81.5%
	82
	110.3%
	278
	14.4%

	Purpose-built double-deck buses
	157
	141.5%
	499
	185.1%
	1,602
	97.0%

	Purpose-built bus total
	364
	75.8%
	885
	87.5%
	3,042
	37.6%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose-built coaches 3.5t to 16t
	11
	37.5%
	29
	81.3%
	88
	-34.8%

	Purpose-built single-deck coaches >16t
	182
	95.7%
	234
	40.1%
	739
	18.1%

	Purpose-built double-deck coaches >16t
	3
	0
	16
	433.3%
	28
	180.0%

	Purpose-built coach total
	196
	94.1%
	279
	50.0%
	855
	10.9%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose-built bus and coach total
	560
	81.8%
	1,164
	76.9%
	3,897
	30.7%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	*Converted: Bus <3.5t
	89
	-19.1%
	151
	-27.4%
	498
	-1.8%

	Converted: Bus 3.5t to 8.5t
	691
	90.9%
	1,028
	63.2%
	2,480
	-14.7%

	Converted: Bus >8.5t
	0
	0
	0
	-100.0%
	8
	166.7%

	**Converted bus total
	780
	65.3%
	1,179
	40.5%
	2,986
	-12.6%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	All buses and coaches
	1,340
	71.8%
	2,343
	56.5%
	6,883
	7.5%


* All vehicle manufacturer-built minibus registrations are included in the converted bus <3.5t category.
** All converted bus volumes are counted in the SMMT van and truck news release. These vehicles are also represented here as they form an important part of the whole bus and coach market in the UK.

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2007 to March 2012
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Annual trends – rolling year totals from December 2007 to March 2012.
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Notes
There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders (or sales) and registration.  
 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 730,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.  
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mini buses and buses to 5t
Mini buses to 3.5t gvw - rh scale	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	3975	4062	3992	3788	3547	3269	2982	2724	2587	2247	2103	1753	1535	1319	1217	1042	981	836	722	667	620	518	462	452	428	411	405	371	332	328	300	310	345	344	329	338	365	403	422	507	545	576	596	575	556	540	539	540	555	534	519	498	Buses 3.5 to 5t gvw	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	3934	3961	4036	4222	4257	4166	4092	4137	4048	4164	4241	4149	4116	4028	3989	3855	3751	3698	3529	3422	3345	3253	3171	3101	3070	3021	2971	3288	3290	3347	3484	3560	3565	3459	3279	3256	3161	3153	3149	2776	2721	2555	2322	2126	2043	1745	1849	1917	1942	1945	2011	2363	Dec 2007 to date

rolling year registration totals




buses 5t gvw to 8.5t gvw
Buses 5.0 to 8.5t gvw	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	792	807	816	860	821	821	841	789	773	737	713	695	673	649	616	562	545	551	515	488	487	457	449	458	432	421	415	439	458	423	422	420	398	399	387	359	361	352	337	302	268	256	232	218	203	204	234	230	220	226	236	217	Dec 2007 to date

rolling year registration totals



big buses 8.5t gvw+; single and double 
All single deck buses 8.501+	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	1800	1789	1771	1806	1786	1770	1679	1732	1725	1756	1776	1849	1856	1895	1931	2014	2099	2061	2142	2191	2197	2128	2094	2041	1956	1838	1768	1683	1584	1587	1513	1353	1312	1328	1303	1278	1269	1301	1282	1231	1204	1176	1156	1142	1210	1198	1183	1259	1282	1247	1289	1350	Double deck buses over 16t gvw	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	597	622	745	794	877	959	1030	1101	1118	1218	1292	1363	1323	1399	1336	1370	1432	1455	1451	1481	1464	1423	1389	1378	1385	1387	1356	1356	1273	1190	1130	1006	997	941	939	917	950	871	874	813	833	838	934	1012	1105	1195	1286	1329	1278	1400	1510	1602	Dec 2007 to date

rolling year registration totals




coaches to and over 16t gvw
Coaches 3.5 to 16t gvw - left hand scale	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	102	100	95	98	92	88	89	92	89	95	88	87	87	84	84	69	69	66	61	53	57	35	37	39	43	43	42	50	54	65	81	101	110	129	136	132	132	136	137	135	135	133	112	93	84	64	75	76	75	78	85	88	Coaches over 16t gvw - right hand scale	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	1041	1049	1105	1164	1168	1185	1144	1119	1060	949	894	864	853	891	806	754	695	666	651	650	631	624	643	651	670	649	672	679	729	699	686	680	697	723	713	719	689	699	682	636	660	626	635	650	671	641	677	671	687	675	675	767	Dec 2007 to date

rolling year registration totals




Big buses 8.5t gvw and over and coaches 16t gvw and over
All buses over 8.5t gvw - left hand scale	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	2397	2411	2516	2600	2663	2729	2709	2833	2843	2974	3068	3212	3179	3294	3267	3384	3531	3516	3593	3672	3661	3551	3483	3419	3341	3225	3124	3039	2857	2777	2643	2359	2309	2269	2242	2195	2219	2172	2156	2044	2037	2014	2090	2154	2315	2393	2469	2588	2560	2647	2799	2952	Coaches over 16t gvw - right hand scale	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	1041	1049	1105	1164	1168	1185	1144	1119	1060	949	894	864	853	891	806	754	695	666	651	650	631	624	643	651	670	649	672	679	729	699	686	680	697	723	713	719	689	699	682	636	660	626	635	650	671	641	677	671	687	675	675	767	Dec 2007 to date

rolling year registration totals
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