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Market demand slows in first quarter for bus and coach sector
· Bus and coach registrations declined 22.8% to 1,034 units in March.
· The first quarter of the year has ended 17.3% down on last year, posting 1,937 units for the year-to-date.
· Purpose-built bus and coach registrations fell 18.6% to 456 units for the month. 

· Converted bus registrations also fell in the month, 25.9% to 578 units.

"The bus and coach sector had a slow first quarter of 2013. The year started well but the first quarter has ended 17.3% down on 2012. March dropped 22.8% against last year. However, this has not been an unexpected drop, and we anticipate more modest growth for the year," said Wendy Williamson, SMMT Bus and Coach Manager. "The London Olympics provided uplift to the sector last year and we are expecting the market to stabilise for 2013, with registrations on a par with 2011. There have now been more than 1,000 buses supported by the English and Scottish Green Bus Funds, reflecting the growing importance of low carbon buses into the bus sector. The fourth round of Green Bus Fund applications closed in March and should boost the market later this year." 

UK bus and coach registrations: 2013 and % change on 2012
	 
	March
	% change
	Year-to-date
	% change
	Rolling year
	% change

	Purpose-built single-deck buses <8.5t
	7
	-53.3%
	21
	-40.0%
	103
	3.0%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >8.5t to 12t
	41
	-10.9%
	84
	21.7%
	344
	32.8%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >12t to 16t
	85
	-12.4%
	193
	-3.5%
	835
	4.0%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >16t
	74
	51.0%
	88
	7.3%
	492
	77.0%

	Purpose-built double-deck buses
	130
	-17.2%
	318
	-36.3%
	1156
	-27.8%

	Purpose-built bus total
	337
	-7.4%
	704
	-20.5%
	2930
	-3.7%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose-built coaches 3.5t to 16t
	4
	-63.6%
	14
	-51.7%
	33
	-62.5%

	Purpose-built single-deck coaches >16t
	110
	-39.6%
	220
	-6.0%
	607
	-17.9%

	Purpose-built double-deck coaches >16t
	5
	66.7%
	17
	6.3%
	32
	14.3%

	Purpose-built coach total
	119
	-39.3%
	251
	-10.0%
	672
	-21.4%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose-built bus and coach total
	456
	-18.6%
	955
	-18.0%
	3602
	-7.6%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	*Converted: Bus <3.5t
	81
	-9.0%
	170
	12.6%
	889
	78.5%

	*Converted: Bus 3.5t to 8.5t
	497
	-28.1%
	812
	-21.0%
	3201
	29.1%

	*Converted: Bus >8.5t
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	-50.0%

	*Converted bus total
	578
	-25.9%
	982
	-16.7%
	4094
	37.1%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	*All buses and coaches
	1034
	-22.8%
	1937
	-17.3%
	7696
	11.8%


* All vehicle manufacturer-built minibus registrations are included in the converted bus <3.5t category.

** All converted bus volumes are counted in the SMMT van and truck news release. These vehicles are also represented here as they form an important part of the UK bus and coach market.
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The tables and charts below detail annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type for the whole bus and coach market, taking data from the purpose-built and converted sectors.


Annual trends – rolling year totals from December 2009 to March 2013
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Notes

There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders (or sales) and registration.  
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £55 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2012 and Motor Industry Facts 2012 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
Media contacts:
Kayleigh Lawrence

020 7344 9222

klawrence@smmt.co.uk 
Keith Lewis


020 7344 9226

klewis@smmt.co.uk 


[image: image7.jpg]SMMT
DRIVING THE 5
MOTOR INDUSTRY 8



