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Car manufacturing picks up pace in March as home and export markets improve

· UK car production rose 12% in March to 142,158 units, bringing 2014-to-date growth to 2.9%.
· Good news for UK's volume manufacturers as European demand for cars strengthens.
· Nearly 80% of cars manufactured are for global export markets, enhancing UK balance of trade.

[bookmark: _GoBack]"The 12% growth in UK car production in March is a significant step forward after a period of product changes at the start to the year," said Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive. "After several years in the doldrums, European demand for new cars is now picking up with growth in the last seven months. This is a welcome boost for the UK’s volume manufacturers for whom Europe is the key market. As new models are launched and investments realised, the sector remains on course for all-time record levels of output by 2017."

	Car manufacturing
	Mar-13
	Mar-14
	% Change 
	YTD-13
	YTD-14
	% Change

	Total
	126,909
	142,158
	12.0%
	393,416
	404,803
	2.9%

	Home
	28,091
	33,211
	18.2%
	90,253
	86,505
	-4.1%

	Export
	98,818
	108,947
	10.3%
	303,163
	318,298
	5.0%

	% export
	77.9%
	76.6%
	
	77.1%
	78.6%
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About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and media.

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With almost 150,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and more than 700,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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