SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 February 2013 (data for January 2013)           FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

Positive start for 2013 new car market with January registrations up 11.5%

· UK new car registrations rose 11.5% to 143,643 units in January 2013.
· Growth was boosted by 15.9% rise in private registrations during the month.
· All fuel types showed growth in January. Alternatively-fuelled cars posted a 7.9% rise in volumes.
· Growth in private and small car demand helped petrol cars see their market share rise.
· SMMT revises full year forecast to show modest growth in 2013, after an encouraging 2012 performance.

"The new car market has started the year confidently with registrations climbing 11.5% in January," said Mike Baunton, Interim Chief Executive, SMMT. "Lifted by a solid rise in private demand, the new car market posted its 11th successive month of growth with motorists attracted to forecourts by the latest models and competitive deals on offer. Building on a strong performance in 2012, SMMT has increased its market forecast - we anticipate a modest rise over the year, followed by further growth in 2014." 

Annual UK new car registrations – 2007–2014 (Forecasts as at January 2013).	     
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Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £55 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2012 and Motor Industry Facts 2012 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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Kayleigh Lawrence			020 7344 9222		klawrence@smmt.co.uk 
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	January
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2013
	143,643
	72,837
	68,519
	2,287
	61,075
	75,211
	7,357

	2012
	128,853
	69,180
	57,554
	2,119
	52,693
	70,921
	5,239

	% change
	11.5%
	5.3%
	19.1%
	7.9%
	15.9%
	6.0%
	40.4%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	50.7%
	47.7%
	1.6%
	42.5%
	52.4%
	5.1%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	53.7%
	44.7%
	1.6%
	40.9%
	55.0%
	4.1%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2013
	143,643
	72,837
	68,519
	2,287
	61,075
	75,211
	7,357

	2012
	128,853
	69,180
	57,554
	2,119
	52,693
	70,921
	5,239

	% change
	11.5%
	5.3%
	19.1%
	7.9%
	15.9%
	6.0%
	40.4%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	50.7%
	47.7%
	1.6%
	42.5%
	52.4%
	5.1%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	53.7%
	44.7%
	1.6%
	40.9%
	55.0%
	4.1%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	January
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	7,906
	
	1
	Fiesta
	7,906

	
	2
	Focus
	5,794
	
	2
	Focus
	5,794

	
	3
	Astra
	5,462
	
	3
	Astra
	5,462

	
	4
	Corsa
	5,178
	
	4
	Corsa
	5,178

	
	5
	Qashqai
	4,280
	
	5
	Qashqai
	4,280

	
	6
	Golf
	3,335
	
	6
	Golf
	3,335

	
	7
	208
	2,959
	
	7
	208
	2,959

	
	8
	Polo
	2,885
	
	8
	Polo
	2,885

	
	9
	Juke
	2,522
	
	9
	Juke
	2,522

	
	10
	C-Class
	2,356
	
	10
	C-Class
	2,356



Growth momentum in new car market continues in January
· UK new car registrations continued to grow in January, with an 11.5% rise to 143,643 units.
· This was the third month of double digit growth in the past four months and the 11th successive monthly rise. 
· Growth was again concentrated in the private market, although all sales types increased registrations in January.
· The growth is set against a challenging economic backdrop, suggesting market-specific factors are helping to drive demand, such as delayed purchases being tempted by deals and offers. 
· Cost-conscious and environmentally-minded motorists were attracted to the advances in fuel efficiency across all ranges and new alternative propulsion systems that became available during the last 12 months. These include diesel-electric hybrids, plug-in hybrids and extended-range electric vehicles.
· Registrations of all fuel types rose in January. Petrol cars saw their market share rise, in line with increased volumes by private buyers and of smaller cars, both of which tend towards petrol cars.
· Most segments recorded growth in January, with the Mini, Dual Purpose, Lower Medium and MPV segments posting double digit gains, largely on the back of new model activity over the past 12 months.
· The Ford Fiesta was the best selling model in January.
· SMMT revised upwards its full year forecast for 2013 and 2014, after the better than expected growth in 2012. The market is expected to rise by 0.6% to 2.057 million units in 2013 and by 2.6% to 2.11 million units in 2014.
The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. February 2013 new car registration figures will be released on 6 March 2013 at 09:00.
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New car registrations, millions
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