
[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]
		                                 Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 December 2011 (data for November 2011)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER:  4963						           	        FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

November new car market down but fuel efficiency is better than ever

1. New car demand fell by 4.2% in November to 134,027 units, but was some 5,000 units above forecast.
1. Diesel and alternatively fuelled cars both took record market shares in the November market. 
1. Average new car fuel efficiency improved 29.3% in last 10 years, giving the highest ever mpg. 
1. New car registrations over the first 11 months of 2011 were down 4.5%, at 1,822,065 units.
1. Market looks set to better full year forecast of 1.923 million units, but caution remains over 2012.

“While the November new car market saw a 4.2% dip, the fuel efficiency of new models broke all records with the average new car achieving 52.5mpg,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Despite the Chancellor delaying the 3p rise in fuel duty, our cost of fuel is still among the highest in Europe, so customers are sure to welcome the 29.3% improvement in new car fuel efficiency over the last 10 years, a demonstration of industry’s commitment to delivering good value to motorists.”  
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Average new car miles per gallon (mpg) 2001 to YTD 2011


Notes 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.  

Media contacts:
Kate Owen			020 7344 1610		kowen@smmt.co.uk
Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 9263		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk  
Nikki Rooke			020 7344 9226		nrooke@smmt.co.uk

	November
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	134,027
	74,539
	57,342
	2,146
	54,260
	74,638
	5,129

	2010
	139,875
	74,168
	63,955
	1,752
	64,352
	69,442
	6,081

	% change
	-4.2%
	0.5%
	-10.3%
	22.5%
	-15.7%
	7.5%
	-15.7%

	Mkt share '11
	
	55.6%
	42.8%
	1.6%
	40.5%
	55.7%
	3.8%

	Mkt share '10
	
	53.0%
	45.7%
	1.3%
	46.0%
	49.6%
	4.3%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	1,822,065
	920,983
	877,481
	23,601
	777,792
	951,278
	92,995

	2010
	1,907,029
	873,899
	1,011,657
	21,473
	905,922
	909,230
	91,877

	% change
	-4.5%
	5.4%
	-13.3%
	9.9%
	-14.1%
	4.6%
	1.2%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.5%
	48.2%
	1.3%
	42.7%
	52.2%
	5.1%

	Mkt share '10
	
	45.8%
	53.0%
	1.1%
	47.5%
	47.7%
	4.8%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	November
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	6,195
	
	1
	Fiesta
	90,701

	
	2
	Corsa
	5,234
	
	2
	Focus
	77,785

	
	3
	Golf
	4,924
	
	3
	Corsa
	72,493

	
	4
	Focus
	4,910
	
	4
	Golf
	59,337

	
	5
	Astra
	4,518
	
	5
	Astra
	57,719

	
	6
	Polo
	3,306
	
	6
	Insignia
	43,830

	
	7
	Qashqai
	3,274
	
	7
	Polo
	43,250

	
	8
	3 Series
	2,898
	
	8
	3 Series
	40,212

	
	9
	MINI
	2,834
	
	9
	Qashqai
	36,826

	
	10
	C-Class
	2,540
	 
	10
	MINI
	33,139



Market beats expectations in November, but concerns over outlook heighten after Autumn Statement
· New car registrations were just 0.9% lower than a year ago in the last three months, and volumes over the past six months were also only down a modest 1.8%. However, the market continues to trend some 20% below pre-recession levels.

· Market stability in recent months is at odds with growing concerns over the economic setting. Whilst the Autumn Statement announced some welcome measures to stimulate growth, the latest forecasts for the UK economy and concerns over the Eurozone are unsettling. 

· The market continues to be supported by growth in the fleet market and customer incentives.

· SMMT’s full year 2011 forecast, as set in September, was 1.923 million units. The market looks set to better this, ending close to 1.94 million units, after the market has once again exceeded expectations last month. 

· Registrations in November at 134,027 units were down 4.2%. This marked the ninth decline this year, although registrations were up in both August and October. 

· Supported by the fleet market and consumers investing in industry’s most efficient products, diesel cars achieved a record 55.6% share of the market in November, whilst alternatively-fuelled cars took a record 1.6% market share. 

· The Ford Fiesta remained the best selling model in both November and over the year-to-date.

· The Dual Purpose segment rose by 18.5% in November, boosted by the success of new models. The largest segment, Superminis, saw a modest fall but their market share rose to 34.6%, from 33.9% a year ago.

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. Full year 2011 new car registration figures will be released on 6 January 2012 at 09:00.
Average new car MPG 	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	40.6	41.8	42.2	42.6	43.2	43.7	44.3	46.1	48.6	50.4	52.5	mpg
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