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	Welcome

	Budget 2011 dominated this week with the Chancellor making clear his commitment to UK manufacturing. Measures that promote international trade, encourage inward investment in the UK, develop skills and enhance capital allowances are sure to be welcomed by business, while the 1p fuel duty cut and a freezing of duty increases will provide much needed relief for our haulage sector and motorists in general. Other announcements this week provide a further boost for manufacturing that is already up by over 10% for the year to date; Vauxhall confirmed plans to produce the next generation Vivaro van in Luton, while Tata opened its doors to the BBC to announce production of the Tata Vista at a new Coventry-based facility.
                                                                                       Chief Executive, Paul Everitt 
                                                                                                                




		

			[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK40]Budget benefits auto businesses and motorists 

	Government's Budget this week responded to industry's calls to support the manufacturing-led economic recovery, emphasising the importance of exports and trade growth. UK automotive is likely to benefit from measures designed to make the UK a more competitive place to do business and a more attractive location for international companies to invest in, with measures addressing capital investment and skills. Motorists received financial relief with a freeze on fuel duty rises, a 1p cut in duty and a commitment to increase VED only by the rate of inflation. To read more click here. 
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	SMMT Dealer Energy Efficiency Guide webinar

	SMMT will host its next webinar on the forthcoming 'Dealer Energy Efficiency Guide' on 7 April at 14:30-15:00. The webinar will provide guidance to dealers on reducing dealership energy use, CO2 emissions and running costs. The session will expand upon a seven step action plan outlined in the forthcoming guide, which will be published on 29 March. Written in conjunction with the RMI and the Carbon Trust, the webinar will include a presentation from the guide's author, John Mulholland, Director, NIFES Consulting Group and a Q&A session. To register for the webinar click here. To attend the launch of the Dealer Energy Efficiency Guide, contact Claire Balch cbalch@smmt.co.uk or 020 7344 1636. 
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	Opel/Vauxhall confirms LCV production plants 

	Opel/Vauxhall today announced Luton as the production location for the next generation Opel/Vauxhall Vivaro light commercial vehicle. Production of the next generation model at the Luton plant is scheduled to start in 2013, continuing the important role played by the UK in the Opel/Vauxhall manufacturing network. "Confirmation that the new Vivaro van will be produced at Vauxhall's Luton plant is great news for all its employees and a huge vote of confidence in UK automotive manufacturing," said Paul Everitt, Chief Executive. To read more click here. 
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	SMMT UK Pavilion Group: Automomechanika Mexico exhibition opportunity 

	SMMT is inviting UK companies interested in exhibiting at the Automechanika Mexico show, from 13-15 July, to attend as part of SMMT's UK Pavilion Group. The show, which is in its 13th year, is widely recognised as South America's leading automotive trade show, specialising in the exhibition of tuning, repair, maintenance and service station equipment. For further details about the show and the SMMT exhibitor package, contact Pat Shaw, 020 7344 9260, pshaw@smmt.co.uk. 
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	Rolls-Royce seeks new apprentices 

	Rolls-Royce Motor Cars announced the start of recruitment for the company's new intake of apprentices. The successful applicants will join the apprenticeship programme at the end of August 2011 working alongside skilled craftspeople in the paint, wood, leather, motor vehicle, engineering and business areas. The company's apprenticeship programme was successfully launched in 2006 and offers people aged 16-24 the opportunity to train with the Goodwood-based manufacturer. To read more click here.
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	UKTI hosts UK/China business delegation

	A major Chinese automotive and aerospace and delegation will visit the Heritage Motor Centre Museum, in Gaydon on 9-13 May. Hosted by UKTI, the event will offer UK companies the opportunity to meet key business and technical contacts. Prospective Chinese companies attending include BYD, Chinese Association of Automotive Manufacturers (CAAM), Changan, DongFeng, First Automotive Works, Guangzhou Automotive and SAIC. There will be workshops and presentations for UK companies looking to start trading in the Far East. Tickets cost £95 +VAT. To book tickets contact Jack Bailey, jack@btob.co.uk. For more information click here. 
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	Week in Westminster and Brussels

	In Westminster this week, government published its 'Plan for Growth', detailing the outcomes of the first set of Growth Reviews launched in November 2010, including the Advanced Manufacturing Review. The plan for growth is based around four themes for the British economy: to create the most competitive tax system in the G20; to make the UK the best place in Europe to start, finance and grow a business; to encourage investment and exports as a route to a more balanced economy and to create a more educated workforce that is the most flexible in Europe. To read more click here. 
 
In Brussels this week, the European Commission published plans to halve urban usage of oil and gas-fuelled cars by 2030, phasing them out by 2050. According to an EU road map on transport, to be published on Monday 28 March, these objectives will play a role in achieving the target of cutting CO2 emissions from transport by 60% by 2050. The Commission is proposing a plan that focuses on reducing emissions from road transport, while increasing rail traffic, as it believes rail is cleaner and more environmentally-friendly than road transport. To read more click here. 
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	CV Show 2011
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	Flickr gallery
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	Motor  Codes
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	SMMT IATF Oversight
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	Industry Forum  
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		Dates for your diary:
Commercial Vehicle Show 2011, NEC Birmingham, 12-14 April 2011 - enquiries@cvshow.com.
2011 SMMT International Automotive Summit, Westminster, 28 June 2011 - www.smmtsummit.co.uk.
SMMT Annual Dinner, London Hilton Park Lane, 22 November 2011 - annualdinner@smmt.co.uk. 
 
Automotive information: 
To download SMMT's 2011 new vehicle and UK automotive manufacturing release dates click here. 
To download Industry Forum's latest information on sustainable business improvement click here. 
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