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	Welcome

	This week I took part in the UK/China automotive dialogue, a joint industry and government initiative to help build greater trade links between our countries. This coincided with the launch of UKTI's five year strategy, outlining measures to promote economic growth through increased overseas trade and investment. The UK motor industry is recognised as a key driver of growth, combining advanced manufacturing, premium products and low carbon technologies, tremendous strengths in the fast growing BRIC economies. There was also good news this week from two UK-based vehicle manufacturers indicating that supply conditions in Japan are beginning to improve and demand for UK built products is increasing.  
Paul Everitt, Chief Executive 




		

			[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK71]UKTI launches latest trade and investment strategy

	Business Secretary Vince Cable this week launched the next step of government's strategy to deliver economic growth, through greater international trade and overseas investment in the UK. UKTI's latest report, 'Britain Open for Business', sets out a five year investment and growth strategy, with useful guidelines that help to develop and encourage international investment in the UK. The initiatives outlined in the report will help UK businesses take advantage of opportunities in emerging overseas markets by helping them to overcome regulatory and cultural barriers to international trade and allowing them easier access to finance and credit. To read the full story, click here.  
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	Optare to build Britain's first new bus assembly plant for 40 years

	Optare plc is to increase its bus-building capacity in the UK by opening Britain's first new bus assembly plant for 40 years. Production will move this September to a new factory in North Yorkshire, for which it signed a 17 year lease. Improved manufacturing systems and facillities at the 140,000 square foot factory at Sherburn in Elmet, will be used to build up to an estimated 1,200 buses annually at full capacity on two shifts. This will support Optare's current record order book and future growth plans, including the company's increasing level of export activity. To read the full story, click here.
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	Grants available for India Auto Expo Show

	SMMT has nine UKTI Trade Access Programme (TAP) grants available for next year's Auto Expo Show in New Delhi. Each is worth £1,400 to support exhibitor costs at the event, to be held 7-12 January 2012. The Auto Expo Show is the key event for the Indian automotive industry and attracts the main businesses and stakeholders in vehicle manufacturing and component supply. Grants are available to eligible UK companies. For further information, contact Sarah Thevenet, 020 7344 9233 or sthevenet@smmt.co.uk
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	Latest Production Outlook suite now available

	SMMT has released this month's European Production Outlook suite, focusing on topical issues including how exactly the natural disasters in Japan will affect European production. The May edition also provides detailed explanations and analysis of vehicle manufacturers' production plans, new model launches and a forecast of vehicle production volumes by model and manufacturing plant through to 2015. The report is free to SMMT members and costs £4,120 for non-members for an annual subscription of six issues.
 To download the report, click here or to watch a free 10 minute analyst briefing, click here.
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	SMMT's Industry Forum lowers emissions with UK-built fleet

	Industry Forum has replaced its fleet of Toyota Avensis saloons, after five years, with Auris Hybrid electric vehicles to improve fuel economy and deliver better environmental performance across its business fleet. The new Auris, which is manufactured by Toyota at it's Burnaston plant in Deeside, has an average fuel consumption of 70.6mpg and emits 93g/km CO2, a significant improvement on the outgoing older vehicles. Industry Forum is a subsidiary company of the SMMT and delivers practical training to automotive companies across the UK, helping them to reduce waste, improve profitability and lower costs throughout the supply chain. To read the full story, click here.
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	Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive, and Michael Baunton, Chairman of Industry Forum, visited Toyota, Burnaston to receive the vehicles. 
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	SMMT looks for new Technical Manager

	SMMT is seeking an expert on engines, fuels and noise to work within the Environment Team as the Technical Manager, responsible for shaping policy in collaboration with SMMT members, colleagues and stakeholders. Educated to degree level or equivalent in an engineering discipline, and ideally with a minimum of five years experience in the automotive industry, the Technical Manager will be confident in their knowledge and understanding of at least one of the role's core technical fields of powertrain or fuels and be able to competently undertake the key duties of the role. For more information about this vacancy, click here. 
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	Regional Growth Fund webinar provides invaluable advice

	SMMT hosted a free webinar event this week, focusing on the second round bidding process of the Regional Growth Fund. This round opened on 12 April and will allocate the remainder of fund (nearly £1bn), closing at noon on 1 July. Paul Everitt chaired the event and the Department of Business Innovation and Skills presented a 30 minute session with the opportunity to have questions answered by the panel. Issues discussed included eligibility of applicants, fundamentals of a good bid, advice on partnerships and case studies from round one. To view the webinar slides or a video of the session, click here.
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	Opportunity to Shape an Intelligent Future

	The Technology Strategy Board and Transport KTN are launching an event to explore the issues and opportunities arising from growth and development in digital communications. On 25 May in London, the event will include a series of presentations, discussions and workshops exploring how increased connectivity and visibility within Intelligent Systems may create better transport networks and promote efficient travel for people and freight across the Road, Rail and Marine sectors. For more information or to register your interest, click here. 
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	Tickets available for Italian automotive show

	SMMT has secured a limited number of free visitor passes to attend this year's Autopromotec Show, held on 25-29 May, in Bologna, Italy. For more information, contact Ruta Aisthorpe, 020 7344 9231 or raisthorpe@smmt.co.uk.
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	Week in Brussels and Westminster 

	 
This week in Brussels, the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) has welcomed the launch of the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety. The UN Decade will enable the EU to join forces in tackling road safety at a global level. The World Health Organisation predicts that road traffic injuries will rise to become the fifth leading cause of death by 2030 in the world. ETSC has prepared a short film featuring leading figures from across Europe, all calling for a strong decade of concerted action on road safety. To read the full story, click here.  
 
This week in Westminster, the Department for Transport (DfT) has set out a 10 year strategic plan for road safety, in coordination with the UN's Decade of Action for Road Safety. Philip Hammond, Secretary of State for Transport, announced the framework, setting out a range of policies aiming to continue a reduction in deaths and injuries on the UK's roads. Government expects central and local government to continue to prioritise road safety and seek improvements. To read the full story, click here.
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	Motor  Codes
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	SMMT IATF Oversight
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	Industry Forum  
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		Diary dates:
SMMT International Automotive Summit, Westminster, 28 June 2011 - www.smmtsummit.co.uk.
SMMT Annual Dinner, London Hilton Park Lane, 22 November 2011 - annualdinner@smmt.co.uk. 
 
Automotive information: 
To download SMMT's 2011 new vehicle and UK automotive manufacturing release dates click here. 
To download Industry Forum's latest information on sustainable business improvement click here. 
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