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	SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 September 2016 (data for August 2016)

	Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/34mlfnve6njhn5r/AAAfBzE2GR8X11cZ7kUlEtHTa?dl=0 

	

	Growth for UK new car market in August as fleet sector drives demand

	

	1. UK new car registrations increase 3.3% in August to 81,640 units, with YTD performance steady at 1.68m.
1. Fleet sector drives market, with demand in the month growing 7.7% as private registrations fall -0.2%.
1. Registrations of alternatively fuelled vehicles up almost a third (30.8%).

	 

	Monday 5 September, 2016 The UK new car market achieved modest growth in August, as registrations rose 3.3% against the same month last year, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 81,640 new cars were registered in the month, with year-to-date performance remaining positive, up 2.8% to 1.68 million units.
The fleet sector drove the growth with demand, buoyed by attractive finance deals and discounts, rising 7.7% to 43,267, while private registrations fell slightly by -0.2%. Diesel demand also fell marginally by -0.2%, with petrol registrations edging ahead 5.3% and alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFV) seeing significant growth of 30.8%. Almost 54,000 AFVs have been registered so far in 2016, compared with just over 44,000 last year.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “August is traditionally one of the quietest months as consumers look ahead to the September plate change, so growth, albeit small, is good news. With showrooms full of exciting models featuring the very latest technology and a raft of affordable finance options, it still makes economic sense to consider buying a new car. The key to maintaining this strong market is consumer confidence for which we look to government to deliver the conditions for economic growth.”
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	Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. September 2016 new car registration figures will be released on Wednesday 5 October 2016 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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YEAR-TO-DATE
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Mercedes-Benz C Class 26,391
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