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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
7 January 2015 (data for December and full year 2014)

UK new car registrations reach 10-year high in 2014

· 2,476,435 new cars registered in the UK in 2014 – the most in a calendar year since 2004.
· Year was fourth-largest of all time; only 2002, 2003 and 2004 saw more cars registered.
· 2014 market grew 9.3% over the previous year, ahead of the EU average of 5.7%*.
· UK remains second largest market in EU (behind Germany and ahead of France, Italy and Spain), and recorded second-largest growth of these top five EU markets.
· Every month in 2014 saw an increase, with December’s 8.7% rise the 34th consecutive month of growth.
· Huge growth for plug-in car market, which saw volumes quadruple from 3,586 in 2013 to 14,498 in 2014.
*January-November data (Source: ACEA)

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "UK new car registrations returned to pre-recession levels in 2014, as pent-up demand from the recession years combined with confidence in the economy saw consumer demand for the latest models grow consistently and strongly.
"The year was particularly strong for alternatively-fuelled vehicles as increased choice, coupled with a growing desire for reduced costs and greater efficiency, resulted in a quadrupling of plug-in car registrations over 2013. With a variety of new plug-in models expected in 2015, this area of the market will continue to grow significantly. For the market as a whole, we expect a more stable 2015 as demand levels off."
UK new car registrations (rolling year total) – 2008-2014, with 2015 forecast


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £64 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 770,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.9 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 
Alex Michaelides			020 7344 1667		amichaelides@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher			020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 


	December
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	166,198
	84,486
	77,383
	4,329
	64,549
	90,475
	11,174

	2013
	152,918
	80,947
	69,736
	2,235
	61,074
	84,213
	7,631

	% change
	8.7%
	4.4%
	11.0%
	93.7%
	5.7%
	7.4%
	46.4%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	50.8%
	46.6%
	2.6%
	38.8%
	54.4%
	6.7%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	52.9%
	45.6%
	1.5%
	39.9%
	55.1%
	5.0%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014 full year
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	2,476,435
	1,240,287
	1,184,409
	51,739
	1,179,499
	1,178,416
	118,520

	2013
	2,264,737
	1,127,414
	1,104,592
	32,731
	1,074,622
	1,084,279
	105,836

	% change
	9.3%
	10.0%
	7.2%
	58.1%
	9.8%
	8.7%
	12.0%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	50.1%
	47.8%
	2.1%
	47.6%
	47.6%
	4.8%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.8%
	48.8%
	1.4%
	47.5%
	47.9%
	4.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Total cars
	2,404,007
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	December
	 
	 
	 
	2014 full year

	
	1
	Vauxhall Corsa
	8,074
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	131,254

	
	2
	Ford Fiesta
	7,507
	
	2
	Ford Focus
	85,140

	
	3
	Ford Focus
	6,196
	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	81,783

	
	4
	MINI
	5,375
	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	73,880

	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	4,936
	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	59,689

	
	6
	Vauxhall Mokka
	4,099
	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	49,909

	
	7
	Volkswagen Golf
	4,093
	
	7
	Volkswagen Polo
	48,004

	
	8
	BMW 3 Series
	3,361
	
	8
	Audi A3
	45,581

	
	9
	Volkswagen Polo
	3,189
	
	9
	Fiat 500
	44,005

	
	10
	Nissan Juke
	3,048
	
	10
	Nissan Juke
	39,263



2014: the year of the alternatively-fuelled vehicle

AFV registrations – 2010-2014
 (
2014 saw a remarkable surge in demand for ultra-low emission vehicles (ULEVs): registrations of plug-in cars increased four-fold from 3
,586
 in 2013 to 14,
498
 in 2014.
ULEVs offer increased efficiency and reduced running costs, and increasing consumer awareness has driven registrations upwards.
Consumers are faced with a burgeoning choice when it comes to ULEVs: there are now more than 20 models available to 
buy,
 compared with just six in 2011. Body styles include hatchbacks, SUVs and coupés.
Each of the 10 best-selling brands in the UK now has a ULEV in its model range.
)


 (
The UK car market has seen the second-largest level of growth 
in Europe, 3.6
 percentage points greater than the EU average of 5.7%.
Moderate growth was seen in the majority of Europe’s largest markets – France (1.1%), Germany (2.6%) and Italy (4.3%).
A national scrappage scheme means Spain is the only market 
in the EU top five 
to exceed the UK’s level of growth, posting an 18.1% increase.
)Registrations in top five EU markets, January-November 2014 (Source: ACEA)





Share of UK new car market by segment – 1999, 2004, 2009 and 2014
 (
The past 15 years have seen a shift in the types of cars that people are buying, with two trends particularly evident.
As buyers seek lower running costs, demand for small cars (Mini and 
Supermini
 segments) has grown. The latest small cars offer significant advances in comfort and safety levels.
A more recent trend is the strong growth of the Dual Purpose (4x4, crossovers) and Multi Purpose segments, with buyers attracted by the extra space, style and versatility offered by these models.
)















The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. January 2015 new car registration figures will be released on 5 February 2015 at 09:00.
Pure electric	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	167	1098	1262	2512	6697	Other electric (plug-in hybrid/range-extender)	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	7	992	1150	7821	Diesel/electric hybrid	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	25	1284	3114	2721	Petrol/electric hybrid	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	22148	23366	23616	25939	34494	



2013	Germany	UK	France	Italy	Spain	2737111	2111819	1615137	1215232	662190	2014	Germany	UK	France	Italy	Spain	2807000	2310237	1632000	1215000	782000	
New car registrations (millions)



Mini, Supermini	1999	2004	2009	2014	0.28821244849530059	0.34113098393662705	0.40614105570980236	0.39130000000000037	Lower Medium, Upper Medium	1999	2004	2009	2014	0.55370390172982986	0.46304107594490507	0.40822125725376301	0.35380000000000023	Executive, Luxury Saloon, Specialist Sports	1999	2004	2009	2014	8.9519774846822595E-2	7.6823659694406798E-2	7.1743394357591209E-2	6.9600000000000023E-2	Dual Purpose, Multi Purpose	1999	2004	2009	2014	6.8563874928047053E-2	0.11900428042406158	0.11389429267884346	0.18510000000000001	
% share of UK new car market 


All cars	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	41275	41306	41334	41365	41395	41426	41456	41487	41518	41548	41579	41609	41640	41671	41699	41730	41760	41791	41821	41852	41883	41913	41944	41974	42005	42036	42064	42095	42125	42156	42186	42217	42248	42278	42309	42339	2400501	2396525	2398880	2404385	2397860	2384187	2361330	2346906	2257911	2219466	2161064	2131795	2081785	2066534	1928804	1886611	1842197	1809271	1813000	1816781	1854415	1895005	1952754	1994999	2028391	2042718	2126189	2141507	2159744	2178706	2158003	2146302	2113619	2076172	2057965	2030846	2014178	2008916	1977634	1966587	1963923	1951822	1947010	1951051	1948281	1951730	1945882	1941253	1941295	1939739	1946473	1951049	1962906	1969295	1981545	1981632	2008768	2025076	2040240	2044609	2059399	2064280	2086251	2107286	2125109	2150552	2168896	2175400	2218924	2224986	2235376	2264737	2275656	2277643	2347661	2361124	2375045	2388379	2399058	2405284	2428009	2450409	2463155	2476435	2015 forecast	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	41275	41306	41334	41365	41395	41426	41456	41487	41518	41548	41579	41609	41640	41671	41699	41730	41760	41791	41821	41852	41883	41913	41944	41974	42005	42036	42064	42095	42125	42156	42186	42217	42248	42278	42309	42339	2488400	
New car registrations (millions)
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