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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 March 2016 (data for February 2016)

Strong growth for new car market in February

1. New car market grows 8.4% in February, with 83,395 units registered.
1. Demand from private customers drives increases, up 22.6%, with fleet demand down 1.4%.
1. Registrations of alternatively-fuelled vehicles up by a fifth in the month.

4 March, 2016 New car registrations continued the positive start to 2016 in February, growing 8.4% compared with the same month in 2015, according to new figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 83,395 new cars were registered in the month, marking the biggest February since 2004.
Demand was up across all fuel types, with diesel and petrol registrations growing by 5.6% and 10.7% respectively, while alternatively-fuelled vehicles enjoyed an uplift of 19.9%. Fleet demand dipped slightly compared with the private sector, but still retained its 53.1% majority share of new vehicles.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “February is typically one of the quietest months of the year, ahead of March’s plate change, but this positive performance is encouraging and puts the sector in a good position for the coming 12 months.”
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Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. March 2016 new car registration figures will be released on 6 April 2016 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £69.5 billion turnover and £15.5 billion value added. With some 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 799,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.4 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk
Francesca Fleming			020 7344 9206		ffleming@smmt.co.uk 
Lucy Bielby			020 7344 1610		lbielby@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher			020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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YEAR-TO-DATE
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