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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 April 2014 (data for March 2014)

New car registrations motor to biggest month in a decade

· Demand for new 14-plate sees March reach 464,824 new car registrations, a rise of 17.7%.
· Since move to twice-yearly plate change in 1999, only March 2004 saw higher registrations (at 466,954).
· Year-to-date registrations up 13.7% to 688,122 units.
· March is typically biggest month in year, accounting for almost a fifth of full-year registrations.
· Biggest-ever month for alternatively-fuelled vehicles as volumes reach 8,713 units, growth of 63.8% on 2013.

"New car registrations surged 17.7% in March to 464,824 units, a surprisingly strong level of growth and a reflection of intensifying consumer confidence and the availability of great new products," said Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive. "Given the past six years of subdued economic performance across the UK, there is still a substantial margin of pent-up demand that is contributing to a strong new and used car market.

"There has never been a better time to buy a new car thanks to attractive finance deals and advanced technologies that often make new cars cheaper to run. We expect the market to continue to perform positively for the rest of the year, albeit at a more modest rate."

New car registrations (rolling-year annual total)


About SMMT and UK the automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With almost 150,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and more than 700,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 
Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 9263		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
Keith Lewis			020 7344 9226		klewis@smmt.co.uk


	March
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	464,824
	222,409
	233,702
	8,713
	246,660
	194,955
	23,209

	2013
	394,806
	187,239
	202,249
	5,318
	204,271
	171,726
	18,809

	% change
	17.7%
	18.8%
	15.6%
	63.8%
	20.8%
	13.5%
	23.4%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	47.8%
	50.3%
	1.9%
	53.1%
	41.9%
	5.0%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	47.4%
	51.2%
	1.3%
	51.7%
	43.5%
	4.8%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	688,122
	334,962
	340,376
	12,784
	347,958
	307,193
	32,971

	2013
	605,198
	292,405
	304,354
	8,439
	294,609
	282,702
	27,887

	% change
	13.7%
	14.6%
	11.8%
	51.5%
	18.1%
	8.7%
	18.2%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	48.7%
	49.5%
	1.9%
	50.6%
	44.6%
	4.8%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	48.3%
	50.3%
	1.4%
	48.7%
	46.7%
	4.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	March
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	25,753
	
	1
	Ford  Fiesta
	39,240

	
	2
	Ford Focus
	16,860
	
	2
	Ford Focus
	24,759

	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	16,231
	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	23,839

	
	4
	VW Golf
	13,142
	
	4
	VW Golf
	19,160

	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	11,359
	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	17,465

	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	8,858
	
	6
	VW Polo
	13,631

	
	7
	VW Polo
	8,306
	
	7
	Nissan Qashqai
	12,937

	
	8
	Fiat 500
	8,136
	
	8
	Fiat 500
	11,685

	
	9
	BMW 3 Series
	7,782
	
	9
	Audi A3
	11,583

	
	10
	Toyota Yaris
	7,438
	
	10
	BMW 3 Series
	11,027



      March new car registrations, 2004-2014
 (
The March new car market was 
just 
2,130
 units short of the record 2004 total. 
The average registration volume for March 
2004-2008
 was 
around 
449,000 units; the recession saw this figure dip to 369,000 (2009-2013).
The twice-yearly plate change means
 March 
and September alone t
ypically accoun
t
 for 
over a third 
of the annual market
.
)







Market snapshot: March 2014 vs 2004                          New car registrations by segment, March 2004 and 2014
 (
Segments:
 M
arket has 
shifted
 towards small
er
 cars (Mini and Su
permini segments) and 
Dual Purpose and MPV segments.
Fuel
 
efficiency:
 
Average 
mpg has improved
 
35
%
,
 from 4
2.4
mpg to 5
7.2
mpg
, since March 2004
.
CO
2
 emissions:
 Average new car C
O
2
 emi
ssions are 26% lower than a decade ago. In March 2014, 67.2% of the 
market was below 130g/km, so 
paid 
no VED in the first year
, compared with 
6.5
% in March 2004.
Colours:
 
White was the most popular car colour in March 2014, compared with silver in March 2004. 
)













New car registrations by VED bands, March 2004 and 2014 (VED bands, with CO2 g/km in brackets)


[bookmark: _GoBack]New car registrations by colour, March 2004 and 2014 

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. April 2014 new car registration figures will be released on 7 May 2014 at 09:00.
March	'04	'06	'08	'10	'12	'14	466954	442939	435847	449287	451642	313912	397383	366101	372835	394806	464824	New car registrations, thousands

2004	Mini	Supermini	Lower Medium	Upper Medium	Executive	Luxury	Sports	Dual Purpose	MPV	6891	164421	121836	83195	20268	2803	12883	33520	21137	2014	128%
7%
-4%
-51%
13%
-27%
-28%
56%
41%
Mini	Supermini	Lower Medium	Upper Medium	Executive	Luxury	Sports	Dual Purpose	MPV	15688	175190	117092	40791	22954	2036	9215	52126	29732	 New car registrations, thousands

A (Up to 100g/km) 	2014	2004	0.16830290894716721	1.0707692834840263E-5	B-C (101-120)	2014	2004	0.34222412307134031	3.8834660373398666E-2	D-E (121-140)	2014	2004	0.28481199954206915	0.11421681793067412	F-G (141-165)	2014	2004	0.13372257539134813	0.41028452481400796	H-I (166-185)	2014	2004	3.800402202392919E-2	0.18477194755800386	J-K (186-225)	2014	2004	2.5177610589457694E-2	0.15692766311028494	L-M (226+)	2014	2004	9.722411227106131E-3	9.4953678520796697E-2	Market share

2014
2014	
White	Black	Grey	Silver	Blue	Other	0.22422665410543244	0.19113484427447019	0.13594374176746984	0.1317248054913005	0.13154587257820771	0.18542408178312109	
2004
2004	
Silver	Blue	Black	Grey	Red	White	Other	0.35691368686710556	0.24377228976583754	0.17068199412020041	8.9843697561717686E-2	8.787034012448737E-2	0	5.0917991560652784E-2	
Registrations	J '07	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	J '14	2353104	2350694	2364134	2371081	2366876	2370242	2378504	2378192	2383491	2396437	2399857	2404007	2400501	2396525	2398880	2404385	2397860	2384187	2361330	2346906	2257911	2219466	2161064	2131795	2081785	2066534	1928804	1886611	1842197	1809271	1813000	1816781	1854415	1895005	1952754	1994999	2028391	2042718	2126189	2141507	2159744	2178706	2158003	2146302	2113619	2076172	2057965	2030846	2014178	2008916	1977634	1966587	1963923	1951822	1947010	1951051	1948281	1951730	1945882	1941253	1941295	1939739	1946473	1951049	1962906	1969295	1981545	1981632	2008768	2025076	2040240	2044609	2059399	2064280	2086251	2107286	2125109	2150552	2168896	2175400	2218924	2224986	2235376	2264737	2275656	2277643	2347661	'98-'07 average	J '07	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	J '14	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	New car registrations, millions
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