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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 October 2014 (data for September 2014)		    FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

New 64-plate drives September car registrations to decade high

· 425,861 new cars registered in the key month of September, a rise of 5.6% and the biggest September since 2004.
· New ‘64’ numberplate boosts volumes, with September marking the 31st consecutive month of growth in the new car market.
· Registrations for the year-to-date reach 1,958,196 – up 9.1% on January-September 2013.
· September and March – the months of the plate change – together account for a third of a year’s registrations.
· After March’s 18% surge, September’s more moderate growth indicates demand starting to level off.
· Average new car registered in September achieves 59mpg (combined cycle), and CO2 emissions of 122.3 g/km.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "September’s strong performance underlined the continuing robustness of the UK new car market, particularly in the context of last September’s bumper volumes.
"Demand for the new 64-plate has been boosted by intensifying confidence in the UK economy, with consumers attracted by a wide range of exciting, increasingly fuel-efficient, new cars. In the months since March – which saw an 18% jump in registrations – the growth has shown signs of levelling off as the market starts to find its natural running rate."
Growth levelling off: quarterly increases in new car registrations, Q1 2013 to date


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £64 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 770,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.9 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 
Alex Michaelides			020 7344 1667		amichaelides@smmt.co.uk 
	September
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	425,861
	204,105
	211,801
	9,955
	221,146
	178,771
	25,944

	2013
	403,136
	192,816
	203,933
	6,387
	208,864
	170,535
	23,737

	% change
	5.6%
	5.9%
	3.9%
	55.9%
	5.9%
	4.8%
	9.3%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	47.9%
	49.7%
	2.3%
	51.9%
	42.0%
	6.1%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	47.8%
	50.6%
	1.6%
	51.8%
	42.3%
	5.9%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	1,958,196
	974,233
	946,121
	37,842
	956,381
	904,772
	97,043

	2013
	1,794,924
	878,754
	890,998
	25,172
	869,436
	842,223
	83,265

	% change
	9.1%
	10.9%
	6.2%
	50.3%
	10.0%
	7.4%
	16.5%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	49.8%
	48.3%
	1.9%
	48.8%
	46.2%
	5.0%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.0%
	49.6%
	1.4%
	48.4%
	46.9%
	4.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Total cars
	2,404,007
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	September
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	23,266
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	106,930

	
	2
	Ford Focus
	13,508
	
	2
	Ford Focus
	67,015

	
	3
	Volkswagen Golf
	13,011
	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	62,693

	
	4
	Vauxhall Corsa
	12,506
	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	58,664

	
	5
	Volkswagen Polo
	10,312
	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	47,482

	
	6
	Fiat 500
	9,122
	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	38,920

	
	7
	Vauxhall Astra
	8,861
	
	7
	Volkswagen Polo
	36,772

	
	8
	Audi A3
	7,317
	
	8
	Audi A3
	35,596

	
	9
	Peugeot 208
	6,968
	
	9
	Fiat 500
	35,032

	
	10
	Nissan Qashqai
	6,847
	
	10
	BMW 3 Series
	29,655




 (
The UK switched to a twice-yearly plate change 15 years ago, with the arrival of the T-plate in 1999. Previously, plate changes would occur once a year, in August.
 
Number plates now change in March and September, with consumer demand for the latest plate meaning that these months typically account for a third of the entire year’s registrations
.
 From 2004 to 2013, March averaged just over 400,000 cars per year, with September slightly less at 380,000.
The average pre-recession registration volume for September and Ma
rch combined (2004-2008) was 
852,000
, which reduced to 
729,000
 
during the recession (2009-2013).
To discover five most popular 
numberplates
 since the twice-yearly plate change
, click here: 
http://bit.ly/1s1Qmgm
 
)September and March: the effect of the plate change

Average new car registrations by month, 2004-2013
 (
New car registrations
)


The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. October 2014 new car registration figures will be released on 6 November 2014 at 09:00.
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