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January new car registrations fall 13.3 per cent as company car tax change distorts market
· January UK registrations fell 13.3 per cent to 157,363 units

· Fleet and business registrations fell 15.8 per cent

· UK confirmed as second biggest European market with 2,439,717 units in 2005
'January's registration figures show the effect on a market when tax changes are not carefully considered', commented SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan. 'Many company car drivers clearly rushed to take advantage of the three per cent tax benefit at the end of 2005. This led to the record diesel registrations in December, and today's weaker January market.
'In a wider context, the UK car market remains Europe's second largest, behind Germany. This shows that, despite tougher times for car dealers, we still have healthy demand'. 
	European new car registrations 2000 – 2005 in five largest markets

	
	UK
	Germany
	France
	Italy
	Spain

	2000
	2,221,670
	3,378,343
	2,133,884
	2,423,084
	1,381,256

	2001
	2,458,769
	3,341,718
	2,254,732
	2,413,455
	1,425,573

	2002
	2,563,631
	3,252,898
	2,145,071
	2,279,612
	1,331,877

	2003
	2,579,050
	3,236,938
	2,009,246
	2,246,824
	1,382,099

	2004
	2,567,269
	3,266,826
	2,013,712
	2,258,861
	1,517,518

	2005
	2,439,717
	3,319,259
	2,067,818
	2,234,174
	1,528,849


Source: ACEA (16 January 2006)
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.

