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Strongest February car production for three years 
Provisional output data released today by the Office for National Statistics shows:
▲ 
UK car production rose 1.7 per cent to 143,461 units in February 
▲
Export market led growth, rising 5.7 per cent to 98,322 units 
▼ 
Year-to-date production just one per cent down on strong 2004 level 
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· After a weaker January, UK car production rose 1.7 per cent to 143,461 units - the best February output for three years.
· Output was boosted by growth in export volumes which reached a highest ever February total.

· Production over the year-to-date was one per cent down on the same period last year. 
SMMT chief executive, Christopher Macgowan, commented, 'Car production in 2005 remains steady, with an encouraging boost in output last month. Once again, export volumes are leading growth. The lion's share of these cars are destined for European markets, but it is manufacturers with a strong interest in the USA that are feeling the heat of an unfavourable exchange rate.'
CV production rises in February
Provisional output data released today by the Office for National Statistics shows:
▲ February CV production rose 3.9 per cent, to 18,012 units
▲ Export growth remains strong, up 7.5 per cent

▼ Year-to-February fell 5.5 per cent on same period last year
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· February output rose 3.9 per cent. 

· Three months to February fell 7.8 per cent.  Exports rose 5.7 per cent.

· CVs for home market down 23.3 per cent over the three-month period, but EU demand remains strong.

· A new van from LDV and other new products should help last year's growth extend into 2005 and beyond.

'Commercial vehicle assembly in the UK saw firm growth in 2004 and we expect that trend to continue in 2005, albeit at a more modest pace', said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'UK manufacturing facilities are up to the challenge of meeting European demand and a range of new vehicles will hit the market in 2005.  Recent months have shown that the rate of progress will vary from month to month, but the underlying trend in assembly volume remains positive.  The UK home market is expected to remain in robust health with key European markets continuing to present more positive surprises.'  

Press contact

Robin Dickeson   

Tel:   +44(0)20 7344 9222
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UK Vehicle Production
	                                  PASSENGER CARS                                  COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

	
	Total
	For Home
	For Export
	Total
	For Home
	For Export

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1999
	1 799 004
	649 279
	1 149 725
	173 557
	109 883
	63 674

	2000
	1 641 452
	578 462
	1 062 990
	172 442
	96 261
	76 181

	2001
	1 492 365
	598 111
	 894 254
	192 873
	96 649
	96 224

	2002
	1 629 744
	582 460
	1 047 284
	191 267
	77 033
	114 234

	2003
	1 657 558
	513 799
	1 143 759
	188 871
	85 954
	102 917

	2004
	1 646 750
	466 994
	1 179 756
	209 293
	81 186
	128 107

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002 Q1
	449 755
	194 579
	255 176
	49 940
	24 631
	25 309

	2002 Q2
	402 252
	120 279
	281 973
	44 511
	16 232
	28 279

	2002 Q3
	391 847
	149 630
	242 217
	44 844
	16 904
	27 940

	2002 Q4
	385 890
	117 972
	267 918
	51 972
	19 266
	32 706

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Q1
	424 325
	150 027
	274 298
	49 367
	21 349
	28 018

	2003 Q2
	433 280
	129 296
	303 984
	46 635
	21 611
	25 024

	2003 Q3
	391 213
	133 799
	257 414
	40 127
	19 463
	20 664

	2003 Q4
	408 740
	100 677
	308 063
	52 742
	23 531
	29 211

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 Q1
	445 458
	141 758
	303 700
	58 087
	26 856
	31 231

	2004 Q2
	428 202
	121 313
	306 889
	50 764
	17 151
	33 613

	2004 Q3
	379 048
	114 266
	264 782
	46 837
	17 702
	29 135

	2004 Q4
	394 042
	89 657
	304 385
	53 605
	19 477
	34 128

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Jan
	136 101
	50 326
	85 775
	15 818
	7 484
	8 334

	2003 Feb
	136 346
	50 177
	86 169
	16 293
	7 351
	8 942

	2003 Mar
	151 878
	49 524
	102 354
	17 256
	6 514
	10 742

	2003 Apr
	144 816
	44 045
	100 771
	14 645
	6 601
	8 044

	2003 May
	133 067
	35 503
	97 564
	13 964
	6 497
	7 467

	2003 June
	155 397
	49 748
	105 649
	18 026
	8 513
	9 513

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 July
	146 292
	53 160
	93 132
	15 212
	7 579
	7 633

	2003 August
	91 376
	33 913
	57 463
	7 808
	3 977
	3 831

	2003 September 
	153 545
	46 726
	106 819
	17 107
	7 907
	9 200

	2003 October 
	153 370
	39 608
	113 762
	16 757
	7 235
	9 522

	2003 November 
	142 926
	32 464
	110 462
	18 958
	9 138
	9 820

	2003 December
	112 444
	28 605
	83 839
	17 027
	7 158
	9 869

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 January
	141 320
	44 931
	96 389
	20 506
	10 925
	9 581

	2004 February
	141 095
	48 073
	93 022
	17 332
	7 345
	9 987

	2004 March
	163 043
	48 754
	114 289
	20 249
	8 586
	11 663

	2004 April
	129 616
	33 929
	95 687
	15 694
	5 629
	10 065

	2004 May
	143 135
	40 852
	102 283
	16 907
	5 002
	11 905

	2004 June
	155 451
	46 532
	108 919
	18 163
	6 520
	11 643

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 July
	140 497
	39 976
	100 521
	14 908
	4 779
	10 129

	2004 August
	83 239
	26 575
	56 664
	10 207
	4 539
	5 668

	2004 September
	 155 312
	47 715 
	 107 597
	 21 722
	8 384
	13 338

	2004 October
	 135 105
	27 973 
	 107 162
	 18 646
	6 492
	12 154

	2004 November
	149 280
	34 871
	114 409
	20 102
	7 829
	12 273

	2004 December
	109 657
	26 843
	82 814
	14 857
	5 156
	9 701

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005 January
	136 032
	46 851
	89 181
	17 740
	7 057
	10 683

	2005 February
	143 461
	45 139
	98 322
	18 012
	7 279
	10 733

	

	Percentage change for latest three months on:
	
	
	
	

	Previous three months
	-11.5
	7.5
	-17.9
	-16.3
	-14.2
	-17.6

	Same period last year
	1.4
	-2.3
	-1.1
	-7.8
	-23.3
	5.7


Source: SMMT/Office for National Statistics
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		CV Production

				Feb 2005		Feb 2004		% chg.		YTD  Feb 05		YTD Feb 04		% chg.

		Total		18,012		17,332		3.9%		35,752		37,838		-5.5%

		Home		7,279		7,345		-0.9%		14,336		18,270		-21.5%

		% of total		40.4%		42.4%				40.1%		48.3%

		Export		10,733		9,987		7.5%		21,416		19,568		9.4%

		% of total		59.6%		57.6%				59.9%		51.7%
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		Car Production

				Feb '05		Feb '04		% chg.		YTD '05		YTD '04		% chg.

		Total		143,461		141,095		1.7%		279,493		282,415		-1.0%

		Home		45,139		48,073		-6.1%		91,990		93,004		-1.1%

		% of total		31.5%		34.1%				32.9%		32.9%

		Export		98,322		93,022		5.7%		187,503		189,411		-1.0%

		% of total		68.5%		65.9%				67.1%		67.1%
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