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Manufacturing plant profile: Lotus Cars

	Name / address of plant:

Lotus Cars Limited

Potash Lane

Hethel

Norwich

Norfolk

NR14 8EZ
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	Employees:  775 throughout the UK
Plant production: 5,053 (2005)
Accreditations held: QS9000 and BS EN ISO 9001:2000
Models currently in production: Elise, Exige and Europa (on sale in September 2006)

	Did you know? Lotus:

· Was awarded the title of world class manufacturer of the year award 2005 by the Manufacturer Magazine

· Makes components for the Aston Martin Vanquish

· Has produced over 7,000 units of the Opel Speedster / Vauxhall VX220 for GM between 2000 and 2005

· Built its first car in 1948; 78,000 have been built since then

· Elise and Exige sports cars are the most successful range. In the 10 years to 2005 the models accounted for over 26,000 cars produced. 

	New Lotus Elise S
Lotus used the British International Motor Show 2006 to launch a brand new entry-level version of its popular Elise range. The Lotus Elise S is priced at £23,995. It houses an all new 1.8 –litre 134 hp Toyota engine, with variable valve timing. This power plant was chosen to complement the handling characteristics of the car, following the loss of production of the K-Series engine. It handles the 0-60 sprint in 5.8 seconds and has a top speed of 127 mph (law permitting). Speaking at the motor show, Mike Kimberley CEO of Group Lotus said the British-built car would take the Elise range back into the heart of the main stream sports car market. It's on sale now.

New Lotus Europa S
The Lotus Europa S made its UK debut at the British International Motor Show 2006. The new mid-engine coupe brings performance from a high torque (272 Nm or 200 lbft at 5000 rpm) 2.0-litre turbo engine producing 147 kW (197 hp or 200 PS) at 5400rpm. The Lotus Europa S achieves around 90% of its maximum torque at 2000 rpm to give class-leading levels of acceleration from low engine speeds, propelling the car from 0 – 60 mph in 5.5 seconds and 100 mph in around 14 seconds. Maximum speed (law permitting) 143 mph. Price: £32,995; on sale date: 16 September 2006.

	Press Contacts 

Alastair Florance (Group PR Manager)

01953 608 462

Simon Wittenburg (UK Cars)

01953 608 233

Andreas Maenner (Mainland EU only) +49 7156 17 55 937
	Markets

Lotus cars are sold in around 40 markets throughout the world including the UK, United States, mainland Europe and Japan. The company has dedicated distribution offices in Atlanta, USA and Malaysia.
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