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4 May 2012 (data for April 2012)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER: 5011					           	        FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

Private demand drives growth in April new car market

· New car registrations rose 3.3% in April to 142,322 units.
· This was the third, and largest, increase this year with January-April volumes up 1.4%.
· Private registrations grew 14.8% in April, continuing the sector’s recovery.
· SMMT revises up its full year forecast to 1.95 million units, now higher than 2011 by 0.4%.

“A strong April new car market has raised confidence across the UK motor industry with registrations increasing 3.3%,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “We are seeing a steady increase in consumer confidence with growth in private demand, boosted by the arrival of a raft of new products. SMMT has increased its full year forecast to 1.95 million units, putting the market marginally ahead of 2011, indicating a period of relative stability.”
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New car registrations – rolling year including outlook	% change in 3-month rolling total, private vs other
























Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 730,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it 
accounts for more than 10% of total exports and invests 1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications. 
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Dan Montefusco			020 7344 1610		dmontefusco@smmt.co.uk




	April
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	142,322
	74,566
	65,917
	1,839
	61,810
	74,485
	6,027

	2011
	137,746
	72,588
	63,172
	1,986
	53,841
	77,117
	6,788

	% change
	3.3%
	2.7%
	4.3%
	-7.4%
	14.8%
	-3.4%
	-11.2%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	52.4%
	46.3%
	1.3%
	43.4%
	52.3%
	4.2%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	52.7%
	45.9%
	1.4%
	39.1%
	56.0%
	4.9%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	705,878
	358,438
	337,403
	10,037
	326,691
	348,383
	30,804

	2011
	696,082
	343,612
	342,722
	9,748
	304,443
	352,486
	39,153

	% change
	1.4%
	4.3%
	-1.6%
	3.0%
	7.3%
	-1.2%
	-21.3%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	50.8%
	47.8%
	1.4%
	46.3%
	49.4%
	4.4%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	49.4%
	49.2%
	1.4%
	43.7%
	50.6%
	5.6%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	April
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	8,780
	
	1
	Fiesta
	42,170

	
	2
	Corsa
	6,184
	
	2
	Corsa
	29,934

	
	3
	Focus
	5,491
	
	3
	Focus
	29,933

	
	4
	Astra
	4,684
	
	4
	Golf
	22,394

	
	5
	3 Series
	3,737
	
	5
	Astra
	19,578

	
	6
	Golf
	3,600
	
	6
	Polo
	15,743

	
	7
	Polo
	3,579
	
	7
	Qashqai
	15,481

	
	8
	Qashqai
	2,990
	
	8
	3 Series
	13,685

	
	9
	Insignia
	2,751
	
	9
	Insignia
	12,082

	
	10
	500
	2,600
	
	10
	207
	11,957



Market remains stable, with further modest recovery in new car registrations in April
· The new car market rose 3.3% or 4,576 units in April to 142,322 units. This was the third and largest percentage increase in the first four months of the year. The outturn was 1.9% ahead of SMMT’s forecast for the month.
· The market over the January-April period rose 1.4% or 9,796 units to 705,878 units. The market appears to be stabilising and during the month the annual running rate surpassed 1.95 million units for the first time since October. 
· SMMT has revised upwards its full year 2012 forecast to 1.948 million units, a modest net 0.4% rise in volumes over 2011’s 1.941 million units. Further 2.6% growth, to 1.999 million units, is forecast for the 2013 market.
· April and year-to-date volumes were lifted by recovery in the private market, up 14.8% in the month and 7.3% in the year-to-date.
· The growth in registrations comes on top of a weak 2011 performance. Total registrations to April are some 18% below the 2007, pre-recession level, but 15% above the low of 2009.
· The market share for petrol cars grew in April, although over the first four months of the year diesel and alternatively-fuelled car registrations have shown volume and market share growth. 
· Small car demand (Mini and Supermini) rose strongly in April, as too did volumes of Dual Purpose segment cars. The Executive and Sports Car markets also rose, showing diverse market growth across vehicle segments.
· The Ford Fiesta was the best-selling model in April and over the first four months of 2012. 

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. May 2012 new car registration figures will be released on 8 June 2012 at 09:00.
Private	J 11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J 12	F	M	A	-0.28725182419820128	-0.29565033029816101	-0.18728859456531974	-0.19365238298713641	-0.17913964493372458	-0.17298629388140188	-0.13128861533821268	-8.8876708279187852E-2	-7.4619069049762121E-2	-6.3466417731820643E-2	-9.6926213413197404E-2	-0.1112414130091115	-9.3780690320161467E-2	-4.3765149474818243E-2	5.6978795061491949E-2	8.3561053351735512E-2	Other	J 11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J 12	F	M	A	2.6131631752880802E-2	2.1203105412952249E-2	1.4970563498738491E-2	4.3609591587444804E-2	5.3901133355009463E-2	4.9677927786266902E-2	3.0380294814695182E-2	6.9410434271568499E-3	5.4035299658796318E-2	7.6015741880329363E-2	7.3980591806491788E-2	5.5701706805525476E-2	2.3702192486213546E-2	-3.2558874664138093E-3	-2.9437761183359619E-2	-3.618297593526755E-2	
% change


Actual	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	2.4005010000000002	2.3965249999999991	2.3988799999999992	2.404385	2.3978599999999992	2.3841869999999998	2.3613300000000002	2.3469059999999993	2.2579110000000009	2.2194659999999993	2.1610640000000001	2.1317949999999999	2.081785	2.0665339999999999	1.928804	1.886611	1.8421970000000001	1.8092709999999999	1.8129999999999995	1.816781	1.8544149999999999	1.8950050000000001	1.9527540000000001	1.994999	2.0283910000000009	2.0427179999999998	2.1261890000000001	2.1415069999999998	2.159743999999999	2.178706	2.158002999999999	2.1463019999999999	2.113618999999999	2.0761719999999997	2.0579649999999998	2.0308459999999982	2.0141779999999998	2.0089160000000001	1.9776339999999999	1.9665870000000005	1.9639229999999999	1.9518219999999995	1.9470099999999999	1.9510510000000001	1.9482810000000004	1.95173	1.9458819999999999	1.9412530000000001	1.941295	1.9397389999999999	1.9464730000000001	1.951049	Forecast @Jan '12	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	1.9412530000000001	1.9434419999999999	1.941918	1.9286170000000005	1.9299709999999999	1.9313400000000001	1.9241150000000005	1.929681	1.9324349999999999	1.9280590000000004	1.9282150000000005	1.9253880000000001	1.9202999999999999	1.9237	1.9249000000000001	1.9358	1.9395	1.9419	1.9498	1.9534	1.9545999999999999	1.9681999999999999	1.9719	1.9751000000000001	1.9797	Forecast @Apr '12	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	1.9412530000000001	1.941295	1.9397389999999999	1.9464730000000001	1.9484269999999999	1.950996	1.9458709999999999	1.951937	1.954191	1.9539150000000001	1.9542710000000001	1.9520440000000001	1.9483560000000004	1.953403	1.9541350000000004	1.9520000000000004	1.9583999999999999	1.9632000000000001	1.9686999999999999	1.9748000000000001	1.9758	1.9883999999999999	1.9931000000000001	1.9955000000000001	1.9993000000000001	
Millions, new car registrations
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