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8 June 2012 (data for May 2012)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER: 5020				           	        		        FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

New car market grows in May as registrations rise 7.9%

· New car registrations rose 7.9% in May to 162,288 units.
· Largest percentage rise for 23 months boosted by 14.3% growth in private demand.
· Ending a three-month decline, the fleet market was up 4.8% in May.
· Registrations over January-May have risen 2.6% to 868,166 units.

“May’s 7.9% increase in new car registrations is good news for the motor industry and the UK economy, particularly the steady growth in demand from private buyers,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “There is no doubt that vehicle manufacturers and their dealer networks are working hard to deliver value for money to motorists and the consistent climb in new car registrations during the first five months of the year suggests that confidence is returning, despite financial uncertainty in the eurozone.”
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New car registrations – rolling year including private and fleet/business



Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications. 

Media contacts:

Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 9263 		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk
Nikki Rooke			020 7344 9226		nrooke@smmt.co.uk
Dan Montefusco			020 7344 1610		dmontefusco@smmt.co.uk


	May
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	162,288
	85,081
	75,099
	2,108
	69,672
	87,126
	5,490

	2011
	150,431
	79,562
	69,270
	1,599
	60,963
	83,121
	6,347

	% change
	7.9%
	6.9%
	8.4%
	31.8%
	14.3%
	4.8%
	-13.5%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	52.4%
	46.3%
	1.3%
	42.9%
	53.7%
	3.4%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	52.9%
	46.0%
	1.1%
	40.5%
	55.3%
	4.2%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	868,166
	443,519
	412,502
	12,145
	396,364
	435,501
	36,301

	2011
	846,513
	423,174
	411,992
	11,347
	365,406
	435,607
	45,500

	% change
	2.6%
	4.8%
	0.1%
	7.0%
	8.5%
	0.0%
	-20.2%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.1%
	47.5%
	1.4%
	45.7%
	50.2%
	4.2%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	50.0%
	48.7%
	1.3%
	43.2%
	51.5%
	5.4%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	May
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Corsa
	8,413
	
	1
	Fiesta
	50,507

	
	2
	Fiesta
	8,337
	
	2
	Corsa
	38,347

	
	3
	Focus
	6,983
	
	3
	Focus
	36,916

	
	4
	Golf
	5,867
	
	4
	Golf
	28,261

	
	5
	Astra
	5,433
	
	5
	Astra
	25,011

	
	6
	3 Series
	3,520
	
	6
	Polo
	18,971

	
	7
	Polo
	3,228
	
	7
	Qashqai
	18,660

	
	8
	Qashqai
	3,179
	
	8
	3 Series
	17,205

	
	9
	Insignia
	2,949
	
	9
	Insignia
	15,031

	
	10
	500
	2,823
	
	10
	C-Class
	14,434



Market up for third successive month and fleet market returns to growth 
· The new car market rose 7.9% or 11,857 units in May to 162,288 units. This was the strongest rate of growth since the scrappage-induced rise in June 2010 and was the third, and largest, monthly increase in a row.
· Registrations over the first five months of 2012 have improved by 2.6% to 868,166 units. This was a 21,653 unit increase over last year, with this growth firmly established in the past three months.
· The 12-month running rate stood at 1.963 million units in May, almost unchanged from a year ago but some 20,000 units above the 2011 full year figure of 1,941,343 units.
· Recent growth in the market has been supported by improved private volumes, which have recovered to post an 8.5% rise over the first five months of 2012, with a 14.3% increase in May. Fleet volumes also picked up in May.
· The May market was more than 6% and 9,000 units above SMMT’s forecast for the month.
· As new models came to market, the alternatively-fuelled sector grew 31.8%. Petrol and diesel cars also recorded growth in the month and the year-to-date.
· New models helped the Mini segment rise 85.8% in May. The Dual Purpose, Lower Medium, Supermini and Specialist Sports segments also recorded improved volumes in the month.
· The Vauxhall Corsa was the best-selling model in May, with Ford’s Fiesta top over the first five months of 2012. 
 
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. June 2012 new car registration figures will be released on 5 July 2012 at 09:00.
All Cars	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	2353104	2350694	2364134	2371081	2366876	2370242	2378504	2378192	2383491	2396437	2399857	2404007	2400501	2396525	2398880	2404385	2397860	2384187	2361330	2346906	2257911	2219466	2161064	2131795	2081785	2066534	1928804	1886611	1842197	1809271	1813000	1816781	1854415	1895005	1952754	1994999	2028391	2042718	2126189	2141507	2159744	2178706	2158003	2146302	2113619	2076172	2057965	2030846	2014178	2008916	1977634	1966587	1963923	1951822	1947010	1951051	1948281	1951730	1945882	1941253	1941295	1939739	1946473	1951049	1962906	Private	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1034499	1032176	1035690	1039169	1036642	1038439	1040362	1038765	1041668	1045166	1046787	1045806	1042407	1041352	1038134	1037213	1029500	1018240	1006393	999069	953633	934125	904345	892259	878286	873253	809564	789718	780381	784323	803834	815810	877472	918856	969952	1014304	1032816	1045472	1098818	1115061	1122987	1120088	1097891	1084387	1044187	1012175	989241	958005	944464	936251	900254	883735	872691	861015	855877	858260	842445	839968	829877	823094	824212	824351	837372	845343	854052	Fleet/business	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1318605	1318518	1328444	1331912	1330234	1331803	1338142	1339427	1341823	1351271	1353070	1358201	1358094	1355173	1360746	1367172	1368360	1365947	1354937	1347837	1304278	1285341	1256719	1239536	1203499	1193281	1119240	1096893	1061816	1024948	1009166	1000971	976943	976149	982802	980695	995575	997246	1027371	1026446	1036757	1058618	1060112	1061915	1069432	1063997	1068724	1072841	1069714	1072665	1077380	1082852	1091232	1090807	1091133	1092791	1105836	1111762	1116005	1118159	1117083	1115388	1109101	1105706	1108854	
All cars

Private and fleet/business
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