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2012 new car market tops two million hitting four-year high

· UK new car registrations rose 5.3% in 2012 to 2,044,609 units, boosted by strong consumer demand.
· Annual volume was highest since 2008, and recorded largest percentage increase since 2001.
· Growth in 2012 followed 12.9% rise in private demand. 
· New car market was still 14.9% below 2007, pre-recession, level of 2.4 million units.
· Average new car CO2 emissions fell to new low of 133.1g/km, 22.7% down on a decade ago.
· Market ended 2012 with 3.7% rise in December to 123,557 units.

“More than two million new cars were registered in the UK during 2012, up 5.3% on the previous 12 months and the best result since recession struck in 2008,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Boosted by strong consumer demand, the market grew at its fastest rate for 11 years with innovative, fuel-efficient cars keeping buyers in showrooms. Looking ahead to 2013, we anticipate the market will hold firm, with manufacturers and dealers working hard to deliver quality and value to motorists.”

New car market – annual running total (and less scrappage*)	     New car market – Private and fleet/business 
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Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £55 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2012 and Motor Industry Facts 2012 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:

Kayleigh Lawrence			020 7344 9222		klawrence@smmt.co.uk 
Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 9263 		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk
Keith Lewis 			020 7344 9226		klewis@smmt.co.uk 
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Market share by SMMT segmentation




	December
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	123,557
	63,347
	58,562
	1,648
	50,980
	66,960
	5,617

	2011
	119,188
	60,570
	56,763
	1,855
	45,300
	67,161
	6,727

	% change
	3.7%
	4.6%
	3.2%
	-11.2%
	12.5%
	-0.3%
	-16.5%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.3%
	47.4%
	1.3%
	41.3%
	54.2%
	4.5%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	50.8%
	47.6%
	1.6%
	38.0%
	56.3%
	5.6%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	2,044,609
	1,038,679
	978,089
	27,841
	929,440
	1,025,501
	89,668

	2011
	1,941,253
	981,594
	934,203
	25,456
	823,094
	1,019,126
	99,033

	% change
	5.3%
	5.8%
	4.7%
	9.4%
	12.9%
	0.6%
	-9.5%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	50.8%
	47.8%
	1.4%
	45.5%
	50.2%
	4.4%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	50.6%
	48.1%
	1.3%
	42.4%
	52.5%
	5.1%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	December
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Focus
	5,265
	
	1
	Fiesta
	109,265

	
	2
	Astra
	5,112
	
	2
	Corsa
	89,434

	
	3
	Fiesta
	4,977
	
	3
	Focus
	83,115

	
	4
	Corsa
	4,510
	
	4
	Astra
	63,023

	
	5
	1 Series
	3,196
	
	5
	Golf
	62,021

	
	6
	3 Series
	3,181
	
	6
	Qashqai
	45,675

	
	7
	MINI
	3,143
	
	7
	3 Series
	44,521

	
	8
	Qashqai
	2,840
	
	8
	Polo
	41,901

	
	9
	Golf
	2,556
	
	9
	C-Class
	37,261

	
	10
	Polo
	2,500
	
	10
	1 Series
	34,488



New car market grows more than 100,000 units in 2012 after private registration boost
· Through the year, registrations rose in 11 months with December volumes up 3.7% to end 2012. 
· On a quarterly basis, growth improved throughout the year with a 9.2% rise in the final quarter.
· The 2012 UK new car market saw its highest annual outturn since 2008, at 2,044,609 units.
· The 5.3% growth over the year was the best since 2001 and only the second rise since the recession.
· Growth in 2012 stemmed from a 12.9%, or 106,346 units, rise in private registrations. Regular replacement cycles, offers and incentives and some buyers shifting from buying used to new cars could have contributed to the upturn.
· Demand was strong for Mini (+54.2%), Supermini (+5.6%) and Dual Purpose (+21.1%) segment cars in 2012.
· The 2012 outturn was 1.6% ahead of SMMT’s 2.013 million unit forecast, as set in October 2012 and 6.5% above the forecast set at the start of 2012.
· UK-built cars saw volumes rise 11.1% in 2012, boosting their market share to 13.5%.
· Despite growing, the 2012 new car market was still 14.9% or some 360,000 units below the 2007 market outturn.
· Registrations of alternatively-fuelled cars rose 9.4% in 2012 achieving 1.4% market share, a new high.
· Diesel cars took a record 50.8% market share, just up on 2011’s 50.6%.
· The Ford Fiesta was the best selling model of 2012, retaining the position held since 2009.
· The 2013 market is set to be challenging, SMMT anticipates performance on-par with 2012. SMMT's first 2013 forecast will be issued in late January.
The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. January 2013 new car registration figures will be released on 6 February 2013 at 09:00.
All Cars	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	2.3531040000000001	2.350693999999999	2.3641340000000008	2.3710809999999993	2.3668759999999986	2.3702419999999988	2.378504	2.3781919999999999	2.3834909999999998	2.3964369999999993	2.3998569999999981	2.404007	2.4005010000000002	2.3965249999999991	2.3988799999999992	2.404385	2.3978599999999992	2.3841869999999998	2.3613300000000002	2.3469059999999993	2.2579110000000009	2.2194659999999993	2.1610640000000001	2.1317949999999999	2.081785	2.0665339999999999	1.928804	1.886611	1.8421970000000001	1.8092709999999999	1.8129999999999995	1.816781	1.8544149999999999	1.8950050000000001	1.9527540000000001	1.994999	2.0283910000000009	2.0427179999999998	2.1261890000000001	2.1415069999999998	2.159743999999999	2.178706	2.158002999999999	2.1463019999999999	2.113618999999999	2.0761719999999997	2.0579649999999998	2.0308459999999982	2.0141779999999998	2.0089160000000001	1.9776339999999999	1.9665870000000005	1.9639229999999999	1.9518219999999995	1.9470099999999999	1.9510510000000001	1.9482810000000004	1.95173	1.9458819999999999	1.9412530000000001	1.941295	1.9397389999999999	1.9464730000000001	1.951049	1.962906	1.969295	1.9815449999999999	1.9816320000000001	2.0087679999999999	2.025075999999999	2.0402399999999998	2.044608999999999	All less scrappage	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1.886611	1.82568	1.7590009999999998	1.7291019999999995	1.7160959999999998	1.6740140000000001	1.6776819999999999	1.700016	1.7094179999999999	1.7166269999999995	1.717417	1.7492459999999999	1.7547679999999999	1.7852459999999999	1.8366279999999999	1.8494349999999995	1.8545209999999999	1.901554	1.9010289999999999	1.9182370000000004	1.9239609999999998	1.933476	1.941751	1.9621110000000004	1.96086	1.9624720000000004	1.9517039999999999	1.9470099999999999	New car registrations - Millions

Private	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1034499	1032176	1035690	1039169	1036642	1038439	1040362	1038765	1041668	1045166	1046787	1045806	1042407	1041352	1038134	1037213	1029500	1018240	1006393	999069	953633	934125	904345	892259	878286	873253	809564	789718	780381	784323	803834	815810	877472	918856	969952	1014304	1032816	1045472	1098818	1115061	1122987	1120088	1097891	1084387	1044187	1012175	989241	958005	944464	936251	900254	883735	872691	861015	855877	858260	842445	839968	829877	823094	824213	824351	837376	845351	854061	861171	874530	877525	899550	912694	923760	929440	Fleet/business	J '07	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '08	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '09	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '10	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '11	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	J '12	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1318605	1318518	1328444	1331912	1330234	1331803	1338142	1339427	1341823	1351271	1353070	1358201	1358094	1355173	1360746	1367172	1368360	1365947	1354937	1347837	1304278	1285341	1256719	1239536	1203499	1193281	1119240	1096893	1061816	1024948	1009166	1000971	976943	976149	982802	980695	995575	997246	1027371	1026446	1036757	1058618	1060112	1061915	1069432	1063997	1068724	1072841	1069714	1072665	1077380	1082852	1091232	1090807	1091133	1092791	1105836	1111762	1116005	1118159	1117082	1115388	1109097	1105698	1108845	1108124	1107015	1104107	1109218	1112382	1116480	1115169	


CO2 (left axis)	03	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	172.1	171.4	169.4	167.2	164.9	158	149.5	144.19999999999999	138.1	133.1	MPG (right axis)	03	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	42.2	42.6	43.2	43.7	44.3	46.1	48.6	50.4	52.5	54.5	Average new car CO2 emissions, g/km
Average new car MPG

2012	J	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	3.2605910985861213E-4	-2.4533299697275478E-2	1.8393831210512981E-2	3.3220565388468744E-2	7.8820189987436132E-2	3.4888737201365108E-2	9.3061063251135723E-2	1.465979172985632E-3	8.1617921293567042E-2	0.12085013042447246	0.11314138196035128	3.6656374802832584E-2	% change, year-on-year

AFV	03	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	1.65409743897947E-3	1.642991053917607E-3	2.5638219514804404E-3	4.0253933703617798E-3	6.9217768500674081E-3	7.4256671021369347E-3	7.5002543860924276E-3	1.1258854684205505E-2	1.3113179992509997E-2	1.3610180634254771E-2	Year
Market share (%)

Diesel	03	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	0.27321571896628605	0.32537844690213624	0.36802916075921938	0.38318682874571841	0.40242644884145523	0.43559770052936608	0.41727138710345235	0.46109158449237414	0.50564970150722244	0.50797612152897353	Year
Market share (%)

2003	Mini	Supermini	Lower Medium	Upper Medium	Executive	Luxury Saloon	Sports	Dual Purpose	MPV	1.5098582811500359E-2	0.33876427366666051	0.27893138946511314	0.18611698105891711	4.5977782516818222E-2	5.2344855663907256E-3	2.5272484054205999E-2	6.17064422946434E-2	4.2897578565750945E-2	2011	Mini	Supermini	Lower Medium	Upper Medium	Executive	Luxury Saloon	Sports	Dual Purpose	MPV	2.1666933676342041E-2	0.36261373453125378	0.25236277806138618	0.13209870119968906	5.6791154991132013E-2	4.454339542553188E-3	2.2866159125059952E-2	8.5510234884376229E-2	6.1635963988207622E-2	2012	Mini	Supermini	Lower Medium	Upper Medium	Executive	Luxury Saloon	Sports	Dual Purpose	MPV	3.1725381234260441E-2	0.36363334016430526	0.24858640453993902	0.11623933964880324	5.7366469579269191E-2	3.955768560150133E-3	2.2560303705989763E-2	9.835719201079525E-2	5.7575800556487804E-2	Segment

Market share %
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