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Bus and coach registrations fall 38.2% in March 2011
· Overall bus and coach volumes down 38.2% in the month and 18.6% for the rolling year to March.

· Coach volumes fell 32.3% in March; they were up by 5.8% for the rolling year to March.

· All bus registrations fell by 39% in March and fell by 21.1% for the rolling year to March.

“In the short term the registration data are grim, buses are heading for a near 10 year low, midibuses 


for a 17 year low and coaches for their lowest for over 50 years,” said Paul Everitt, Chief Executive at 


the SMMT.  “But the good news is that orders are starting to flow again, meaning that we should see 
registrations start to rise in the fourth quarter of this year and into 2012.”

There are very long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders or sales and registration.  
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2006 to March 2011
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
March 2011 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2011


	
	March
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	% change*
	Rolling year Mar 2011
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	780
	-38.2%
	1,497
	-26.0%
	6,400
	-18.6%

	Buses above 8.5t
	196
	-36.4%
	458
	-27.6%
	2,044
	-32.7%

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Minibuses to 3.5t
	110
	340.0%
	208
	215.2%
	507
	35.6%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	373
	-52.2%
	645
	-40.8%
	3,078
	-17.4%

	8.5 – 16t
	104
	-16.8%
	244
	16.2%
	988
	-9.5%

	16t +
	27
	-52.6%
	39
	-64.9%
	243
	-58.9%

	Single-deck buses total
	614
	-37.9%
	1,136
	-23.0%
	4,816
	-16.7%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	65
	-48.4%
	175
	-43.9%
	813
	-40.0%

	All buses
	679
	-39.0%
	1,311
	-26.7%
	5,629
	-21.1%

	All coaches
	101
	-32.2%
	186
	-21.2%
	819
	5.8%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	8
	-20.0%
	16
	23.1%
	135
	170.0%

	Coaches 16t+
	93
	-33.1%
	170
	-23.8%
	636
	-6.3%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   
The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.
*:% change on same period year before

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)

*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before

RYT: Rolling Year Total

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last 10 years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle. Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce vehicles is down 28%, water use is down 34% and 73% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 17% compared to 2000 levels. For more details, see SMMT’s 11th Annual Sustainability Report or Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.  

Media contacts:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)20 7344 9222 or +44 (0)79 7443 6641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registrations markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2005 to March 2011
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SD Buses: Single Deck Buses

DD Buses: Double Deck Buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS: Bus and Coach report NR3B&C
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