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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
18 May 2020 (data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q1 2020)

British HGV market down -22.5% in Q1 2020

· New UK heavy goods vehicle market declines, down -22.5% on the same quarter last year.
· Markets for both rigid and artic trucks in decline, with a total 9,193 vehicles joining UK roads.
· Demand in double digit decline across all segments, with the exception of refuse disposal and curtain sided vehicles, up 24.4% and 1.2% respectively.
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Monday 18 May, 2020 The UK’s new heavy goods vehicle (HGV) market fell -22.5% in the first quarter of 2020, with 9,193 units registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Fluctuations in the sector’s naturally long fleet renewal cycle, together with lockdown measures introduced partway through March affected HGV registrations, rounding off the first three months of the year down some 2,666 units. 
 
Registrations of rigid trucks fell -12.0, driven by a double-digit percentage decline in the >16T truck segment, while trucks weighing >6-16T saw a lesser -5.8% fall in registrations. Meanwhile, demand for articulated heavy trucks declined by more than a third, down -34.5% as 3,613 vehicles joined UK roads.
 
While tractors continue to make up the majority of HGV registrations with more than 3,500 vehicles registered, nearly all segments saw double-digit declines in the first quarter of the year. Elsewhere, refuse disposal and curtain sided vehicles experienced increased demand, up 24.4% and 1.2% respectively, likely due to ramped up essential services such as rubbish collection and supermarket and warehouse deliveries amid a nationwide pandemic. 
  
The only nation to see an increase in demand during the quarter was Wales, where registrations of heavy goods vehicles were up by over a fifth, growing 20.8% to 354 units. Across the rest of the country, fewer HGVs joined roads, with England and Northern Ireland experiencing -24.9% and -20.5% declines respectively. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “While fluctuating fleet buying cycles can have a pronounced effect on this market, heavy goods manufacturers have had to adjust business practices during lockdown period just like any other business. As we prepare for a cross-industry restart, we need to restore operator confidence to boost fleet renewal, in order to get more of the latest high-tech, low emission vehicles onto our roads.”
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Notes to Editors 


From January 2019 SMMT offers an enhanced MVRIS data service to its members. SMMT will continue to publish data on a quarterly basis, enabling us to better reflect the long-term trends in these low volume markets and offer clearer insight and analysis. To ensure the most accurate data is published, 2019 HGV figures compare SMMT MVRIS data with DVLA data for 2018.

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis to enable clear trend analysis. The next HCV release for Q2 2020 will be published by August 2020. 

Download hi-res charts: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/67glbyp01mwkgoa/AABg1kSp13b5r7GfjBYB3Y-8a?dl=0 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts

Paul Mauerhoff				020 7344 9233		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova				020 7344 9215		akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander				020 7344 1667		dzealander@smmt.co.uk 	
Emma Butcher				020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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Q12020 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES

TRACTOR BOX VAN TIPPER CURTAIN SIDED = REFUSE DISPOS,

Q12020 3521 1,201 954 784 581
Q12019 5,417 1,493 1221 775 467
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS >6T — QUARTERLY TOTALS: Q2 2018 TO DATE
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q1 2020

Q12020 Q12019 % change YTD 2020 YTD 2019 % change
England 7903 10521 -24.9% 7903 10521 -24.9%
Northern Ireland 232 292 -20.5% 232 292 -20.5%
Scotland | 697 748 -6.8% 697 748 -6.8%
Wales 354 293 20.8% 354 293 20.8%

Total 9193 11859 -22.5% 9193 11859 -22.5%
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS

Quarter » Q1-20 Q1-19 % change
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3+-axle artics 3234 4955 -34.7%
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Year-to-date YTD-19 YTD-18 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 2165 ; 2298 -5.8%
Rigids > 16t 3415 4041 -15.5%
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2-axle artics 379 ; 565 -32.9%
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UK HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS:
QUARTER 1 2020 AND % CHANGE ON 2019
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REGISTRATIONS BY WEIGHT
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