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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
16 November 2020 (data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q3 2020)

New HGV registrations decline -1.6% in Q3 2020

· UK HGV market dips by 138 units to 8,419 in Q3 after turbulent first half of the year.
· Demand for rigids up by 12.6% mirroring demand for essential delivery services and construction as lockdown measures eased over the summer.
· Market currently down -39.6% year to date, representing a drop of more than 14,000 units.
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Monday 16 November, 2020 The UK’s new heavy goods vehicle (HGV) market declined slightly in the third quarter of 2020, down -1.6% with 8,419 units registered, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The decline was far smaller than that seen in the first half thanks to the easing of the UK’s first Covid-19-enforced lockdown, balanced by an increase in demand for rigids as key sectors, including deliveries and construction, continued working throughout the pandemic. This also follows a particularly weak third quarter in 2019, which saw orders pulled forward into Q2 ahead of new smart tachograph regulations.1 
 
Articulated heavy truck demand fell by -17.1% in the quarter, although this decline was entirely attributable to an -18.6% drop in tractor registrations, which accounted for more than a third (38.8%) of the HGV market. Meanwhile, it was a brighter three months for rigid trucks, with the >6-16T and >16T segments growing by 20.8% and 8.5% respectively, leading to a 12.6% overall increase for the segment.

In the year to date, however, the overall market remains -39.6% down on the same period in 2019, equivalent to a loss of 14,258 units year on year.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “While Q3 saw some stability return to the HGV market, this may well be short-lived amid fresh autumn lockdowns across Wales and England. These lockdowns should serve as a reminder of the critical role the industry plays in keeping the country’s shelves stocked with vital supplies, and the need to provide operators with business certainty and confidence. As the end of 2020 approaches, this will mean a redoubling of efforts to secure a zero-tariff trade deal with EU, as well as promoting fleet renewal to help drive a green recovery for the sector, and the UK.”
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Notes to Editors 

1. Q3 2019 – 8,557, down -13.1% on 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/r9t4ak76zev3znp/AAAXZ1wb1OAbfTR4x5xYppH5a?dl=0 
SMMT HGV registrations for Q4 2020 will be published in February.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher 	020 7344 9263 	ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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REGISTRATIONS BY WEIGHT
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Q3 2020 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS >6T - QUARTERLY TOTALS: Q4 2018 TO DATE
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q3 2020

03 2020 Q3 2019 % change YTD 2020 YTD 2019 % change
England 7.342 7562 -2.7% 18,828 31,762 -40.7%
Scotland 630 580 86% 1,632 2,279 -28.4%
Northern Ireland 226 222 1.8% 564 984 -62.7%
Wales 220 206 6.8% 731 975 -25.0%

Total CRAL 8,557 -1.6% 21,763 36,021 -39.6%
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS
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All rigids 13,226 20,370 -35.1%
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