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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS

16 November 2021 (data for data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q3 2021)

HGV market declines -8.4% in Q3 2021  

· UK HGV market declines -8.4% in the third quarter, with 7,715 vehicles registered.
· New truck registrations down on subdued Q3 2020 and -9.8% on a particularly weak Q3 pre-pandemic 2019.
· 27,272 trucks registered in the first three quarters of the year, down -24.3% on pre-pandemic 2019.

Tuesday 16 November, 2021 New heavy goods vehicle (HGV) registrations declined by -8.4% in the third quarter of 2021, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The decrease saw 7,715 trucks registered, some 704 fewer than the Q3 2020 total, which itself was volatile due to the effects of the pandemic. It was also -9.8% on a particularly weak pre-pandemic total in 2019, which saw orders pulled forward into Q2 ahead of the introduction of new smart tachograph regulations. 

Despite the decline in Q3, performance for the year to date was still 25.3% higher than the pandemic-impacted 2020, with 27,272 vehicles registered in 2021. However, for context, this still falls short of the 2019 total by -24.3%, or 8,749 trucks.1

As would be expected given the overall performance, most segments saw their volumes decrease in Q3 compared to the same period in 2020, with articulated trucks falling by -13.4% and rigids by a more modest -5.0%. Tractors, which remain the most popular vehicle body type with 37.3% of the market, declined by -11.8%. On more positive note, dropside lorries and tippers segments saw growth, up by 20.4% and 11.0% respectively. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “With operators still struggling with acute driver shortages, and global shortages of semi-conductors restricting production, it is disappointing, yet unsurprising, to see the number of registrations fall in the third quarter. The sector is also facing significant long-term challenges, with government confirming its ambition to end the sale of all non-zero emission HGVs by 2040. Manufacturers are investing billions into the latest, green technologies, but there is no single technological solution that can meet every HGV use case. Indeed, there may be some specific and limited instances in which electrified technologies are not yet feasible, so flexibility for the future is important. Above all else, however, the industry needs dedicated HGV infrastructure, a plan for which we still await.”


Notes to Editors 
1: 2019 year to date – 36,021 
Hi-res charts available here: 
SMMT HGV registrations for FY and Q4 2021 will be published in January. 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
[bookmark: _Hlk83717886]The The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. It contributes £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 155,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 800,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11% of total UK exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating more than £73 billion of trade. 
More than 30 manufacturers build more than 70 models of vehicle in the UK, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel. Many of these jobs are outside London and the South East, with wages that are around 25% higher than the UK average.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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