UK HGV REGISTRATIONS
16 August 2022 (data for Q2 & HY 2022) 
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2t9riaysq0s315i/AACKKwcYK5asLMd26_T1uz5fa?dl=0
Demand for trucks steady in supply constrained market
 
· UK heavy goods vehicle (HGV) registrations rise slightly by 0.4% to 9,533 units in the second quarter of 2022.
· Half-year registrations down -1.0% on 2021 and -29.5% below pre-pandemic 2019, as semiconductor and raw materials shortages continue to hamper supply.
· Action needed to ensure the UK remains a competitive market for new zero emission trucks.
 
Tuesday 16 August, 2022 UK heavy goods vehicle (HGV) registrations grew by 0.4% to 9,533 units in the second quarter of 2022, according to new figures from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Despite the Q2 growth, compared with a strong bounce back last year,1 half-year performance remains -1.0% down on 2021 as the sector struggles to recover from global supply and demand disruptions caused by the pandemic.2
 
While there has been robust UK demand for HGVs, particularly for articulated trucks and tractors, the global shortage of semiconductors and raw materials such as steel and aluminium has restricted manufacturing capacity, constraining order delivery. As a result, the sector is -29.5% down in the first half of this year compared with pre-pandemic 2019, with 19,370 new trucks registered.3
 
The marginal growth in the second quarter was driven by increased demand for artics, up 19.3% year on year to 4,152 units, with a 12.5% increase in registrations over the half-year period at 9,014 units. The number of newly registered rigid trucks, meanwhile, fell by -10.5% to 5,381 units in Q2, and -10.3 in the year to date to 10,356 units, although the segment has still accounted for more than half (53.5%) of the market this year.
 
Demand for tractors has remained strong throughout 2022, up 13.3% and representing 46.0% of the market so far this year. However, all other segments have seen declines, including box vans (-13.9%), tippers (-12.4%), curtain-sided trucks (-10.2%) and refuse disposal vehicles (-29.2%). Fleet renewal cycles are naturally volatile and are more visible in these lower-volume segments, with registration levels more likely to be artificially impacted by supply shortages.
 
Across the British nations, uptake varied considerably during the half-year period. England recorded a -1.3% decline in registrations, while those in Scotland fell by -8.7%. Operators in Northern Ireland and Wales, meanwhile, registered 23.8% and 6.5% more HGVs than last year respectively, although together they represent only 6.3% of total UK registrations.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The best second quarter for the heavy goods vehicle market since the pandemic is a positive sign as the sector continues to navigate significant global supply shortages amid high inflation and rising fuel and energy costs. Demand remains robust, but to ensure the fleet renewal necessary to transition from fossil fuels to new technologies, government must encourage new vehicle acquisition and HGV charging infrastructure, keeping the UK at the front of the queue for the latest low and zero-emission trucks.”
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Notes to editors
 
1 Q2 HGV registrations in 2021: 9,493 units, +128.5%.
2 Half-year HGV registrations in 2021: 19,557 units.
3 Half-year HGV registrations in 2019: 27,464 units.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. Automotive-related manufacturing contributes £67 billion turnover and £14 billion value added to the UK economy, and typically invest around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 182,000 people employed in manufacturing and some 780,000 in total across the wider automotive industry, we account for 10% of total UK goods exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating £77 billion of trade. 

More than 25 manufacturers build over 70 models of vehicles in the UK, plus an array of specialist small volume manufacturers, supported by some 5,000 supply chain businesses and some of the world's most skilled engineers. Many of these jobs are outside London and the Southeast, with wages that are around 14% higher than the UK average. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, finance and logistics

More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Scott Clarke                            07912 799959            sclarke@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher                        07880 191825            ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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Q2 2022 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES

TRACTOR TIPPER | BOX VAN RTAIN SIDED DROPSIDE LORRY
Q22022 4,079 1015 1,010 726 | 461

Q22021 3,404 1116 | 1175 793 | 480
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q2 2022

022022 Q22021 % change YTD 2022 YTD 2021 % change
England 8,249 8,227 0.3% i 16,822 ; 17,043 -1.3%
Wales 347 331 4.8% 635 596 6.5%
Northern Ireland 280 258 85% 3 608 ; 491 | 23.8%
Scotland 653 671 -2.7% 1,297 1,420 -8.7%
Total 9,533 9,493 ; 0.4% : 19,370 ; 19,557 ‘ -1.0%

*Note: Channel Islands ® Isle of Man registrations are included in total




image4.jpeg




image5.png
TOP 5 BODY TYPES

5,500

4,500

W Q22022
H 022021

3,500

2,500

1,500

500

TRACTOR TIPPER BOX VAN CURTAIN DROPSIDE
SIDED LORRY




