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BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS
16 August 2021 (data for Q2 2021)

Q2 bus and coach registrations halve in five years, even after post-pandemic increase

· 1,086 vehicles registered in Q2 2021, up 231.1% on 2020, but 347 units or -24.2% short of 2019 outturn.
· Market fell -3.6% on first half of 2020, with 1,668 vehicles registered year-to-date – less than half the pre-pandemic average.1
· Sector calls for longer-term planning from government to address depleting ridership after the pandemic.

Monday 16 August, 2021 The UK new bus and coach market grew by 231.1% in the second quarter after a near standstill in 2020, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

Although all vehicle types saw double- and even triple- digit increases on 2020, the market remains subdued. Despite the significant increase on last year, the sector is still struggling with long-term declining passenger numbers, with the number of new buses and coaches registered in Q2 more than halving in the past five years.2

Year to date, and despite the catastrophe that was 2020, registrations for 2021 so far are still down -3.6%, with 1,668 new buses and coaches registered in the first six months. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Though any improvement on last year’s decimated figures is welcome, the growth in quarter two still belies a first half market which is down on a Covid-riven 2020. The bus and coach sector is still experiencing the effects of the pandemic with passenger numbers remaining low, undermining operator willingness to place new orders. The government’s ‘Bus Back Better’ strategy, published in March, is yet to deliver the promised investment which is essential to the future of this sector. Almost two years ago the government pledged to invest in 4,000 new zero emission buses. Manufacturers are ready, willing and able to build these here in the UK, but need to see that funding flow through to operators, orders placed and a return to the ridership numbers seen prior to the pandemic.”


Notes to Editors 
1. Q2 2015-2019 average – 3,806
2. 2. Q2 2016 - 2,456
Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qcy7jvuijahxuk0/AAC7z9EiRxWZTi2LV2c9nETIa?dl=0 
SMMT bus and coach registrations for Q3 2021 will be published in November.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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