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Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/u85wl3vq6pjqfnc/AABI50yLAYu8VPpkQG2ZD5Pja?dl=0

UK new car registrations up in April as market jumps after last year’s VED turbulence 

· UK new car registrations rise 10.4% in April, as market rebalances following VED disruption in 2017. 
· Alternatively Fuelled Vehicles see notable increase in demand, up 49.3%, but diesel continues downward trend. 
· Year-to-date market down -8.8%, as uncertainty continues to affect overall market. 

Friday 4 May, 2018 The UK new car market grew 10.4% in April, with 167,911 new units registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Demand was affected by a number of factors, including the timing of Easter, which meant two additional selling days this April, and March’s adverse weather, which pushed some deliveries into April. Most significant, however, were the VED changes that came into force last April, causing a pull forward into March 2017 and a subsequent depressed April market.
April figures this year paint a mixed picture, with private demand growing 26.3%, while the fleet market remained stable at 0.9%. However, business registrations saw a significant decline, falling -12.9% compared with the same month last year. Demand for supermini and dual-purpose cars saw the most significant growth of all segments, up 27.0% and 26.8% respectively. 
Demand for petrol cars grew in April, up 38.5%, while diesel registrations continued the recent trend, declining -24.9%. Meanwhile, registrations of plug-in and hybrid electric cars continued to rise, up 49.3%, thanks to manufacturer investment in a growing choice of models. While the growth is welcome, these alternatively fuelled vehicles still account for just 5.6% of the market. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite the significant rise in the month, the overall new car market remains down year to date, with new registrations in the first four months falling -8.8%, year on year, to 886,400 units. While this level of decline is expected to slow over the course of 2018, political and economic uncertainty will continue to affect the market and further instability could cause additional disruption.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It’s important not to look at one month in isolation and, given the major disruption to last April’s market caused by sweeping VED changes, this increase is not unexpected. While the continuing growth in demand for plug-in and hybrid cars is positive news, the market share of these vehicles remains low and will do little to offset damaging declines elsewhere. Consumers need certainty about future policies towards different fuel types, including diesel, and a compelling package of incentives to deliver long-term confidence in the newest technologies.”
	






Notes to editors
 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, lbielby@smmt.co.uk
Katie Andres, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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April Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private @ Fleet Business
2018 167,911 51,377 107,169 9,365 75,607 87,486 4,818

2017 152,076 : 68,403 77,399 6,274 59,861 86,686 5,529

% change : 10.4% -24.9% 38.5% 49.3% 26.3% 0.9% -12.9%
Mkt share 2018 30.6% 63.8% 5.6% 45.0% 52.1% 2.9%

Mkt share 2017 45.0% 50.9% 4.1% 39.4% 57.0% 3.6%
Year-to-date: Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet Business
2018 886,400 291,991 548,351 46,058 408,898 LLL LT 33,355
2017 S7Z 0812 428,921 503,492 39,679 446,309 485,509 40,274

% change -88% : -31.9% 8.9% 16.1% © -8.4% -8.5% 17.2%
Mkt share 2018 32.9% 61.9% 5.2% 46.1% 50.1% 3.8%

Mkt share 2017 L4.1% 51.8% 4.1% 45.9% 49.9% 4.1%
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BEST SELLERS

POOOCLOOLOB®OC

APRIL 2018

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Polo

Ford Kuga

Vauxhall Mokka X
Vauxhall Corsa
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Mercedes-Benz C Class

7,811
5,482
4,257
3,784
2,995
2,769
2,694
2,643
2,636
2,627

POOOROOBAR®C

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai

Ford Focus

Vauxhall Corsa

Ford Kuga
Mercedes-Benz A Class
MINI

Vauxhall Mokka X
Mercedes-Benz C Class

40,619
26,685
21,171
19,344
17,995
15,865
14,849
14,297
13,579
13,459
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