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BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS
15 May 2017 (data for Q1 2017)
Double-deck demand surges, but bus and coach market falls overall in Q1

1. UK bus and coach market dips -4.2% in Q1 2017.
1. Double-deck demand climbs 42.4% to nearly 500 units.
1. A total of 1,877 vehicles registered overall in Q1.
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Monday 15 May 2017, New bus and coach registrations in the UK declined in the first quarter of 2017, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT).
 
Data shows that across the country demand fell -4.2% in the first three months of the year, with 1,877 new buses and coaches registered. Despite the overall decline, double-decks continued to enjoy the strong growth seen in 2016 with an uplift of 42.4% in the quarter to 487 units. This contrasted with decreases of -16.7% and -9.7% for minibuses and single-decks respectively.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The uplift in double-deck demand is significant as they are used in our towns and cities so fleet renewal here will help improve air quality in urban areas. Following the strong market performance of 2016, some levelling off in the market overall was to be expected this year, as many operators have now invested heavily in their fleets.”
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Notes to Editors 

Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wklut0dnvl4egjs/AAD1yw5QhoM5LVQ0SAUM9cyja?dl=0  
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
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TOP 5 REGIONS BY VOLUME Q1 2017

London 478
North West 222
South East 209
South West 209
Scotland 166
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UK NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS: Q1 2017 AND % CHANGE ON 2016
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NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS BY NATION FOR Q1 2017
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