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Welcome boost for double-deck bus registrations in June

· Overall bus and coach volumes down 26.7% in the month and 21.4% for the rolling year to June.
· Coach volumes down 17.7% in June and down 2.5% for the rolling year to June.
· All big bus (>8.5T gvw) registrations rose 40% in June, but stayed firmly down, by 21% for the rolling year to June.

“Demand for heavy buses and coaches received a welcome boost as buyers invested in the latest fuel efficient technologies across heavy bus and coach, double-deck and minibus sectors,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Despite this exceptional rise in registrations, underlying confidence remains weak with registration volumes typically 20% to 25% down of recent average volumes.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2006 to June 2011


June 2011 and rolling year new bus and coach registrations
	 
	June
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: RANGE!F1]% change*
	Rolling year
	% change*

	Single-deck buses
	Minibuses to 3.5t
	38
	111.1%
	348
	197.4%
	596
	97.4%

	
	3.5 – 8.5t
	115
	-69.1%
	1125
	-46.3%
	2554
	-34.6%

	
	8.5 – 16t
	81
	-9.0%
	485
	8.3%
	991
	-1.8%

	
	16t +
	25
	-32.4%
	118
	-56.0%
	165
	-67.3%

	Single-deck buses total
	259
	-49.8%
	2076
	-29.1%
	4306
	-24.7%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	160
	150.0%
	505
	-3.1%
	934
	-17.4%

	Buses above 8.5t
	266
	40.0%
	1108
	-10.5%
	2090
	-21.0%

	All buses
	419
	-27.8%
	2581
	-25.2%
	5240
	-23.5%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	1
	-95.5%
	37
	33.9%
	112
	40.0%

	Coaches 16t+
	55
	19.6%
	405
	-11.8%
	635
	-7.4%

	All coaches
	56
	-17.7%
	442
	-14.2%
	747
	-2.5%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total buses and coaches
	475
	-26.7%
	3023
	-23.7%
	5987
	-21.4%



The below tables and charts detail annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.

Annual trends – rolling year totals from December 2006 to June 2011.



		               Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
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Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before.

 There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders or sales and registration.  

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.5 billion each year in R&D. For more details see SMMT’s CO2 Report, Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:
Jonathan Visscher 		020 7344 9263 		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
Nikki Rooke			020 7344 9226		nrooke@smmt.co.uk
Kate Owen			020 7344 1610		kowen@smmt.co.uk
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