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	SMMT BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS
13 February 2017 (data for Q4 and Full Year 2016)

	

	Double-decks drive 2016 growth for UK bus and coach market 

	

	· New bus and coach market rises 8.0% in 2016, with 8,779 vehicles registered.
· Sector ends 2016 on a high with 4.6% increase in Q4.
· Double-decks record strongest performance, with 27.9% growth in 2016.

	

	Monday 13 February, 2017 The UK’s new bus and coach market saw a second consecutive year of growth in 2016, as demand rose 8.0%, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 8,779 new buses and coaches were registered in total last year, with more than 2,000 registrations made in the last quarter – a 4.6% uplift on Q4 2015. 
Double-decks continued to drive growth in 2016, with full year demand rising by more than a quarter (27.9%) to 1,927 units. Minibuses, which account for more than half of the market, also made strong gains, with registrations increasing 9.7% to 4,418, counteracting a -6.2% decline in single-deck vehicles.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “2016 proved to be another strong year for the British bus and coach market, with many operators investing in their fleets over the past 12 months. Getting the latest technology and low emission vehicles on to British roads is essential to help improve air quality in our cities, and 2016’s strong record of fleet renewal will aide that process.”
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	Notes to Editors

Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0453y7tczce48qk/AABiLBaWtDe7IUMgO_Rbu8IPa?dl=0 

	About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.

Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
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NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS BY NATION FOR Q4 2016

Q4 2016 Q4 2015 % change YTD2016  YTD2015 % change
England 1,705 1622 5.1% 7,489 | 6,835 | 9.6%
Northern Ireland . 12 26 -53.9% 112 168 -33.3%
Scotland 174 205 -15.2% 817 ' 802 19%
Wales ' 116 67 73.1% 360 324 11.1%
Total 2,008 1,920 4.6% 8,779 8,129 8.0%
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TOP 5 REGIONS BY VOLUME 2016
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UK NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS: Q4 2016 AND % CHANGE ON 2015

Q4 2016 % change Year-to-date 2016 ; % change
Minibus >3.5t 925 5.4% . 4,418 8.7%
Single-deck 468 ' -23.8% . 2,434 . -6.2%
Double-deck V 615 ' 43.7% 1,927 279%

Bus and coach Total 2,008 4.6% 8,779 8.0%




