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SMMT 	NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 April 2017 (data for vans <3.5T and LCVs to 6T March and Q1 2017)

New van demand dips in March as UK LCV market stabilises  
 
· Light commercial vehicle market declines marginally in March, falling -0.9% following record 2016. 
· Demand for pick-ups continues upward trend, rising 23.0% in the month. 
· 97,970 vans registered in Q1 – a slight decline of -0.9% over the same period last year.

Wednesday 5 April, 2017 Light commercial vehicle registrations dipped in March, as the market stabilised following a sustained period of strong growth and record demand, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 63,316 light commercial vehicles hit British roads last month, representing a small fall of -0.9%, and the first decline in March for five years.1
 
Pick-ups and heavier vans experienced an increase in demand in March, up 23.0% and 3.6% respectively. However, figures for smaller vans painted a different picture, with registrations of vehicles weighing less than 2.0 tonnes down by -31.6% and vans between 2.0-2.5 tonnes falling -4.0%. 
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The new van market has experienced strong levels of demand in recent years and this dip in registrations represents a natural rebalancing of the market. Despite the decline, demand remains at an historically high level with year-to-date registrations matching 2015’s performance, which was only exceeded by demand in 2016. We expect demand to remain stable at this high level throughout the year.” 
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Notes to editors

1 March 2012, LCV registrations declined by -11.1%.

Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mk3qez0s56afy1q/AAA5Mkyukks8Hoc5iMCvzH7aa?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. The next Heavy Commercial Vehicle release for Q1 2017 will be published in May 2017. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. April 2017 new LCV registration figures will be released on 4 May 2017.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts
Keely Scanlan		020 7344 9222		kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Lucy Bielby		020 7344 1610 		lbielby@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff        	020 7344 9206		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Eleanor Fricker		020 7344 1667		efricker@smmt.co.uk 
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals March 2011 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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MARCH 2017

Ford Transit Custom 10,381
Volkswagen Transporter 4,345

Ford Transit 4,011
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3,215
Renault Trafic 3,094
Vauxhall Vivaro 3,062
Ford Transit Connect 2,909
Nissan Navara 2,584
Peugeot Boxer 2,457
Mitsubishi L200 2,143
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YEAR-TO-DATE
Ford Transit Custom 15,267

Ford Transit 6,906
Volkswagen Transporter 6,296
Vauxhall Vivaro 5,114

Ford Transit Connect 4,883
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 4,746

Renault Trafic 4,084
Peugeot Boxer 3,685
Nissan Navara 3,604

Renault Berlingo 3,289
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Mar-17 Mar-16
Pickups : 9,660 7,856
4xhs : 119 1,336
Vans <= 2.0t : 4,804 7,028
Vans > 2.0-2.5t 8,496 8,846
Vans > 2.5-3.5t 40,237 38,847
All Vans to 3.5t 63,316 63,913
Rigids > 3.5-6.0t 1,093 1,073

% change

23.0%
-91.1%
-31.6%
-4.0%
3.6%
-0.9%
1.9%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-17 YTD-16
Pickups L 14449 11,874
lxbs 190 2,544
Vans <= 2.0t © 7903 10,933
Vans > 2.0-2.5t 13,821 13,897
Vans > 2.5-3.5t 61,607 59,658
All Vans to 3.5t 97,970 98,906
Rigids > 3.5-6.0t 1838 1,889

% change

21.7%
-92.5%
-27.7%
-0.5%
3.3%
-0.9%
-2.7%




image2.jpeg
LCV REGISTRATIONS <3.5T year-to-date registrations and split
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