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SMMT 	NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
4 May 2018 (data for vans <3.5T and LCVs to 6T for April 2018)
UK new light commercial vehicle market grows in April
· New light commercial vehicle registrations rise in April, up 3.9% as 23,501 vans join British roads.
· Demand grows across all segments bar pickups, down -13.5% to 3,332 units.
· Year-to-date market declines -2.3% as monthly demand continues to fluctuate in 2018. 

Friday 4 May, 2018 Demand for new light commercial vehicle (LCVs) grew in April, rising 3.9% as the market continued to fluctuate, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). More than 23,500 LCVs were registered by operators in the UK last month, with the growth following a substantial 
-18.8% decline April 2017.

Vans weighing less than 2.0-tonnes experienced the largest rise in the month up 11.0%. Medium and heavier vans followed, up 9.2% and 5.5% respectively, while demand for pickups fell -13.5%. The performance means year-to-date registrations are holding relatively steady, down -2.3%, with 117,875 new LCVs joining British roads since January. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “After last April’s double-digit decline, last month’s growth isn’t surprising. Year-on-year van market performance has fluctuated over recent months, reflecting natural variances in buying cycles and a range of new model introductions. We expect this trend to continue throughout 2018.”












Notes to editors

Hi-res charts available here:  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lvbpsl1ye58d7u3/AABJzAPApAl5WeJ8PBep4T6za?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. The next Heavy Commercial Vehicle release for Q1 2018 will be published in May 2018. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. May new LCV registration figures will be released on 5 June 2018.
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About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews, 0207 344 1667, kandrews@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals April 2012 to date
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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APRIL 2018
Ford Transit Custom 3,428
Ford Transit 1,670

Volkswagen Transporter 1,560
Ford Transit Connect 1,373

Citroén Berlingo 1,212
Peugeot Partner 1,162
Ford Ranger 1,129
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 1,008
Peugeot Boxer 814
Mitsubishi L200 796
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom 17,568
Ford Transit 10,703
Volkswagen Transporter 8,183
Ford Transit Connect 6,088

Peugeot Partner 6,016
Ford Ranger 5,403
Citroén Berlingo 9,127
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 4,946
Vauxhall Vivaro 4,660

Mitsubishi L200 3,629
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