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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
4 June 2021 (data for vans <=3.5T and HCVs to 6T for May 2021)
Van market reaches new heights with best May on record for registrations 
· 29,354 new vans join UK roads in May, the best-ever performance for the month.  
· Registrations up 4.7% on pre-pandemic five-year average, some 1,313 vehicles more.1
· Sector sees best ever year-to-date growth, with 157,150 vans registered in first five months of the year. 
 
Friday 4 June, 2021 The light commercial vehicle (LCV) market had another record-setting month, with 29,354 vans registered in May, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

It was the best May performance on record for the LCV market, 4.7% up on pre-pandemic levels as the increasing sector confidence continues beyond lockdowns, when demand for deliveries, e-commerce and essential services first put commercial vehicles to the test. 
 
Registrations grew across all vehicle segments, with the total number of units quadrupling on last year’s lockdown-impacted figures. Demand for larger 2.5-3.5 tonne vans drove the increase, comprising two thirds of all registrations, some 19,687 vans. 

With 157,150 vans registered so far in 2021, performance year to date is the highest on record, almost double what it was in 2020 (up 99.3%), and up 4.0% on a pre-pandemic five-year average.2

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “May’s figures are welcome news, suggesting Britain’s additional reliance on commercial vehicles is a long-term shift rather than a lockdown stopgap. As the nationwide vaccination rollout continues at pace, maintaining business confidence is essential for the LCV market. However, to counter the environmental impact accompanying increased demand, we need to incentivise some 4.6 million van users and operators alike to make the switch to zero-emission capable technologies. This starts with plans for a nationwide charging infrastructure that can support the diverse needs of the commercial vehicle sector.”  
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Notes to editors
1. May average 2015-2019 – 28,041
1. YTD average 2015-2019 – 151,102
High res charts and data files can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/s40cy3mcje8zezy/AAAylRVxBaHP6uo0tPNqqgW-a?dl=0

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for May are released on 5 July 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk
Aleona Krechetova                 07912 799959            akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205            dzealander@smmt.co.uk       
Karen Parry                            07708 480889            kparry@smmt.co.uk
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals May 2015 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes

(SN N NS NN N NN

MAY 2021
Ford Transit Custom 4,065
Ford Transit 2,401

Volkswagen Transporter 1,872
1,801
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 1,597

Vauxhall Vivaro

Citroén Berlingo 1,384
Ford Ranger 1,362
Ford Transit Connect 987
Peugeot Partner 964
Volkswagen Crafter 854
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom 22,963
Ford Transit 14,636
Volkswagen Transporter 9,909
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 9,746

Ford Ranger 8,054
Vauxhall Vivaro 7,559
Citroén Berlingo 5,775
Peugeot Partner 5,669
Vauxhall Combo 5,528
Ford Transit Connect 5,312
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

May-21 May-20 % change
Pickups § 3,570 741 ; 3818%
txts S 399 % 1434.6%
Vans <= 2.0t 1743 360 : 384.2%
Vans >2.0 - 2.5t : 3955 1002 294.7%
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t © 1ggEr 5412 2638%
All Vans to 3.5t : 29,354 7,541 : 2893%
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t . 602 & % : 540.4%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-21 : YTD-20 : % change
Pickups © 20603 10451 97.1%
bxbs : 1,761 457 : 2853%
Vans <= 2.0t : 8347 5484 52.2%
Vans>2.0- 2.5 22378 282 56.7%
Vans >2.5 - 3.5t : 104,061 48161 116.1%
All Vans to 3.5t : 157,150 78835 99.3%

Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t . 2436 i 2265 7.5%
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