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Nine months of growth for Britain’s new van market but chargepoint plan still needed

· UK new light commercial vehicle market rises for ninth month running, up 28.1% to 44,760 units in September.
· Large vans remain most popular, up 13.0%, but medium-sized vans drive growth, increasing by 89.0%.
· Electric van uptake rises 85.9% to 2,882 units but chargepoint rollout must consider specific van needs to scale up emerging market.

Thursday 5 October, 2023 Britain’s new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market grew for the ninth month in a row in September, up 28.1% with 44,760 of the latest vans, pickups and 4x4s joining UK roads, according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). One of the most popular months for new van purchases, plate change September saw robust demand round off 20.8% growth in the year to date, with 257,979 units registered in the first nine months.

Operators continue to opt for payload and fuel efficiencies, with the largest vans – weighing greater than 2.5 tonnes to 3.5 tonnes – remaining the biggest market for new buyers in September, rising 13.0% to 29,150 units. Medium-sized vans also saw significant growth, up 89.0% to 7,085 units, while demand for pickups and 4x4s increased by 64.4% and 141.8% respectively. Deliveries of the smallest vans, meanwhile, fell -13.4% to 880 units.

The Plug-in Van Grant, competitive running costs and increasing model choice continued to boost demand for battery electric vans (BEVs) in September, with deliveries up 85.9% to 2,882 units – accounting for one in 16 new vans registered in the month. With 25 zero emission van models now available in the UK, these vehicles already carry out a wide range of roles for operators, from local businesses to some of the country’s largest organisations.

As a result, a UK record 14,296 electric vans have been registered since January, commanding 5.5% of the overall market. As manufacturers now face new zero emission van sales quotas starting at 10% in January, however, there is a clear need for a national plan that gives more van operators the confidence to make net zero investments. In particular, public charging infrastructure must be suitable for vans of all shapes and sizes so that van drivers – like their passenger car counterparts – can realise the full benefits of zero emission motoring.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Vans are irreplaceable workhorses that keep Britain on the move, so a bumper September capping nine months of growing fleet renewal is good news for the economy, the environment and society. Decarbonising this sector is fundamental to the wider net zero transition and, as vans are business critical, urgent measures are needed to grow operator confidence to invest now, in 2024 and beyond. In particular, the specific needs of van operators must be considered when planning public charging strategies.”
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Notes to Editors
 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. Automotive-related manufacturing contributes £78 billion turnover and £16 billion value added to the UK economy, and typically invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 208,000 people employed in automotive manufacturing, and some 800,000 in total across the wider sector, the industry trades globally, with exports worth £94 billion accounting for 10% of all UK goods exports.
More than 25 manufacturing brands build more than 70 models of vehicles in the UK, plus an array of specialist small volume manufacturers, supported by some 2,500 supply chain businesses and some of the world's most skilled engineers. Many of these jobs are outside London and the Southeast, with wages that are around 14% higher than the UK average. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, finance and logistics.	

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts	

Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk	
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk	
Rebecca Gibbs                       07708 480889            rgibbs@smmt.co.uk	
Scott Clarke                            07912 799959            sclarke@smmt.co.uk	
Emma Butcher                        07880 191825            ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals September 2017 to date

326,542





image4.jpeg
REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Sep-23 : Sep-22 : % change

Pickups : 6349 - 3,863 : 6L4.4%

lxhs 1,296 536 141.8%
Vans <= 2.0t : 880 : 1,016 : -13.4%
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t : 7,085 : 3748 89.0%
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t S0 i 787 13.0%

All Vans to 3.5t : 44,760 34,950 28.1%
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t : 797 : 486 : 64.0%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-23 : YTD-22 : % change
Pickups : 28554 21,661 : 31.8%
Lxhs : 6030  : 2159 179.3%
Vans <= 2.0t 4521 6558 31.1%
Vans >2.0 - 2.5t H 4,732 26,477 68.9%
Vans>2.5 - 3.5t STk i 158721 11.19%
All Vans to 3.5t © 257,979 : 213576 20.8%

Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t : 4,586 W 22.7%




