SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 November 2020 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for October 2020)
High res charts can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rqng13jgltgofne/AAAogkRVOJz2EhfcxoFG_Boxa?dl=0   
UK van market sees order boost ahead of Christmas season, up 13.3% 
· Highest October on record for UK LCV market, as registrations increase by 13.3%, with 28,753 units registered.
· Growth in demand driven by heavier end of the van market, as operators expand fleets ahead of Christmas season.
· Year to date market yet to make up 75,000-unit shortfall, with performance in first 10 months down -24.1%, as second lockdown for England raises further challenges.
 
Thursday 5 November, 2020 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market grew for the second consecutive month in October, up 13.3% to mark the highest performing October on record,1 according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Some 28,753 vans, pickups and 4x4s were registered in the month, following a weaker than usual October 2019 when the market was impacted by ongoing supply challenges around WLTP approved vehicles.2 

Demand was driven by the heavier end of the LCV market, with registrations for vans weighing more than 2.5 and up to 3.5 tonnes up 26.8% to 20,492 units. A combination of pent up demand from the UK’s first lockdown, growth in the construction sector and new fleet orders coming in ahead of an anticipated busy Christmas period kept van deliveries high in the month. 

Continuing the trend, registrations for smaller vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes and medium vans weighing more than 2.0 tonnes and up to 2.5 tonnes both grew 1.6% and 2.9% respectively. However, 4x4s and pickups both saw a dip in demand, with registrations down -33.6% and -31.8% respectively, in part reflecting difficulties faced by the agriculture sector.2  

Year-to-date registrations are still down -24.1%, with the sector yet to make up a shortfall of around 75,000 units. With a second lockdown beginning today and lasting at least a month, 2019’s performance will be impossible to match. 
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “A second month of growth for the van market is testament to the resilience of the sector and society’s reliance on it amidst a difficult year. However, with a second nationwide lockdown ahead, future performance is difficult to gauge. Industries such as construction and logistics will keep the country moving as they did earlier in the year, but continued uncertainty and closures across retail and hospitality will have an effect on all businesses, and consequently commercial vehicle demand. Now more than ever, industry needs the assurance of a tariff-free deal with the EU to ensure production and delivery of these essential vehicles continues with no interruption in the difficult months ahead.”
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Notes to editors
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Highest recorded October was in 2018 – 28,494
2. October 2019 – 25,373
3. National farming statistics, October 2020.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher 	020 7344 9263 	ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals October 2014 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes

OCTOBER 2020

Ford Transit Custom
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Ford Transit

Vauxhall Vivaro
Volkswagen Transporter
Vauxhall Combo
Peugeot Boxer
Volkswagen Crafter
Citroén Berlingo

Citroén Relay

3,773
2,475
2,135
1,923
1,899
1,633
1,328
1,208
1,034
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Ford Transit

Vauxhall Vivaro
Volkswagen Transporter
Ford Ranger

Peugeot Partner

Citroén Berlingo

Ford Transit Connect
Vauxhall Combo

34,165
18,996
17,359
12,669
12,511
11,013
9,905
9,648
9,287
8,995
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Oct-20 : Oct-19 : % change
Pickups : 2211 1 3241 : -318%
lxts 150 26 -336%
Vans <= 2.0t : 1418 1,396 : 16%
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t : L4182 i 435 29%
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t ©oo42 i .18 268%
All Vans to 3.5t : 28753 i 25373 i 13.3%
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t (S 901 27.7%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-20 : YTD-19 : % change
Pickups Po3106 ¢ 44813 -306%
lxbs 122 1379 -10.7%
Vans <= 2.0t : 13948 1 22817 i -38.9%
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t 39467 i 8610 -18:8%
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t : 151,080 : 194370 -223%
All Vans to 3.5t § 236,833 311989 -24.1%

Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t : 5482 6899  : -205%




