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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
6 January 2021 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for December 2020)
UK new van market finishes year down -20.0%
· UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations end 2020 down -20.0%, some 73,121 units fewer than last year.
· Sector growth slowed at the end of a turbulent year, with registrations falling -1.0% in December.
· 292,657 of the latest, cleanest models hit UK roads in 2020 to renew and expand existing fleets.

Wednesday 6 January, 2021 UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations ended 2020 down -20.0%, with the van market rounding off the year in decline following three months of growth, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 292,657 vehicles were registered in 2020, as the impact of Covid and uncertainty over the future relationship with the EU brought down demand toward the end of the year, with registrations in the final month of the year dropping -1.0%, albeit with volumes consistent with previous Decembers.1

Throughout the year the LCV market responded to fluctuating demand, flexing to adjust as lockdown measures affected consumer behaviour and business operations. The first sub-300,000-unit year since 20132 delivered a shortfall of more than 73,000 with a cost to the sector of some £2 billion in retail value.3 Despite the sector stepping up to meet demand brought about by the rise of online shopping and corresponding deliveries, the effect of the pandemic on businesses, and thus the wider economy, has overall subdued demand, shrinking the van market by a fifth in 2020.

All van segments saw a decrease in the year, with small vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes down -34.4%, medium vans weighing more than 2.0-2.5 tonnes down -15.6% and larger vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes down -16.5%. Demand for new pickups and 4x4s fell by
-32.7% and -10.6% respectively. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It’s been a truly extraordinary and testing year for the commercial vehicle sector. From keeping services running, to getting key workers, goods and medicines from A to B, manufacturers and operators alike have adapted to multiple unpredictable challenges. Undeniably the LCV market, having shrunk by a fifth, has a lot of hurdles to overcome as we enter 2021. However, investment in fleet renewal will be key to driving recovery, and the sector’s resilience, now coupled with added clarity over UK-EU trading relations and the rollout of vaccines, offers hope for both the van market and the wider economy.”
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Notes to editors
1. December 2015-2019 five-year average – 27,753
2. 2013 – 271,013
3. SMMT calculations 
High res charts can be downloaded here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dgfgs5672w8p0zk/AAAhERGGSjCpDaUbdQggF32Wa?dl=0

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for January are released on 4 February 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher 	020 7344 9263 	ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
image3.jpeg
UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals December 2014 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes

DECEMBER 2020

Ford Transit Custom
Volkswagen Transporter
Ford Transit
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Ford Ranger

Vauxhall Vivaro

Citroén Berlingo
Vauxhall Combo

Ford Transit Connect
Volkswagen Crafter

5,230
2,103
2,009
1,763
1,414
1,359
1,143
1,124
1,108

91

0000 OOOOS

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Ford Transit
Volkswagen Transporter
Vauxhall Vivaro

Ford Ranger

Citroén Berlingo

Ford Transit Connect
Peugeot Partner
Vauxhall Combo

43,551
23,506
21,724
15,856
15,530
13,097
12,159
11,344
11,174
11,118
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Dec-20 : Dec-19 : % change
Pickups 25% 3701 ¢ -299%
lxts 68 2 -26.1%
Vans <= 2.0t 1,518 1857 i -17.7%
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t Po4089 4200 -26%
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t AT 10 V4 R 73%
All Vans to 3.5t i 27283 27551 i -1.0%
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t 616 1028 -40.1%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-20 : YTD-19 : % change
Pickups i 3891 53085 -32.7%
lxts S8 i 1g0 -106%
Vans <= 2.0t 17158 i 26162  : -34.4%
Vans >2.0 - 2.5t D499 1 56282 -15.6%
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5¢ i 90gs1 i 228659 -165%
All Vans to 3.5t : 292657 i 365778  : -20.0%

Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t 6757 8695 -223%
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