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	SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 March 2017 (data for February 2017)

	Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2r757upnp02a45n/AABaU2dqdtdELL4jNjKDKkD1a?dl=0 

	

	UK new car market holds steady in February 

	 

	· New car registrations stable in February, demand down just -0.3% to 83,115 units.
· Year-to-date performance up 1.8% to 257,679 registrations.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Big boost for alternatively fuelled vehicles, as market rises 48.9% in the month.

	 

	Monday 6 March 2017 The UK new car market remained steady in February, dipping just -0.3%, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 83,115 vehicles were registered in  traditionally one of the quietest months of the year ahead of the number plate change in March. Fleets drove the market, with 45,699 cars registered, up 3.3%, while private demand fell -4.4% to 36,018 units and business registrations declined -5.3% to 1,398. 
Following January’s strong performance, buyers registered a record 3,308 alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) in February, a 48.9% uplift on 2016, taking a 4.0% market share. This was partly driven by new AFV models going on sale, a result of major investments by manufacturers into cutting edge, fuel-efficient technology. Petrol registrations experienced an increase – rising 5.8% to 42,826 units – while demand for diesel cars fell -9.2% compared to the same month in 2016. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “February is traditionally one of the quietest months of the year and a steady performance was expected following another year of record growth in 2016. We expect to see the market bounce back in March as buyers take advantage of the new ’17-plate, as well as the last chance to buy a car eligible for current lower VED rates before they change on 1 April.”  
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	Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. March new car registration figures will be released on 5 April 2017.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
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BEST SELLERS
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FEBRUARY 2017

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Vauxhall Astra

Ford Focus

Nissan Qashqai
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Volkswagen Polo

Audi A3

Vauxhall Corsa

BMW 3 Series

4,282
2,949
2,170
1,971
1,829
1,760
1,746
1,532
1,362
1,341
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus

Vauxhall Astra
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa

Nissan Juke
Volkswagen Polo

Audi A3

12,777
8,404
6,767
6,235
5,990
5,329
5,260
4,759
4,742
4,650
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February Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2017 83,115 36,981 42,826 3,308 36,018 45,699 1,398
2016 83,395 40,711 40,463 2,221 37,665 44,253 1,477
% change -03% : -92% 5.8% 48.9% -4.4% 3.3% -5.3%
Mkt share 2017 C LL5% 51.5% 4.0% 43.3% 55.0% 1.7%

Mkt share 2016 48.8% 48.5% 2.7% 45.2% 53.1% 1.8%

Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2017 257,679 115,759 131,333 10,587 112,740 136,886 8,053
2016 253,073 123,025 121,755 8,293 110,715 134,159 8,199
% change 18% : -59% 7.9% 27.7% 1.8% 2.0% -1.8%
Mkt share 2017 44.9% 51.0% 4.1% 43.8% 53.1% 3.1%

Mkt share 2016 48.6% 48.1% 3.3% 43.7% 53.0% 3.2%
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