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	SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 May 2016 (data for April 2016)

	Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ejo0hv64h92v2gi/AAD8OsrpE6r5kuxUXQ1uryRsa?dl=0

	

	Stable growth for UK new car market in April

	

	1. New car registrations show steady increase of 2.0% in April to 189,505 units.
1. Growth in fleet and business segments offsets small decline in private demand.
1. Registrations of alternative fuel vehicles rise 26.8%, in line with the year so far.

	 

	Friday 6 May, 2016 New car registrations in the UK made a modest gain of 2.0% in April, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 189,505 cars were registered in the month – the most in April since 2003, when 194,312 new vehicles found homes.
As in March, the market growth in April was led by the fleet and business sectors, where respective increases of 6.1% and 2.8% counterbalanced a 2.5% fall in private registrations.
Meanwhile, demand for both petrol and diesel models remains high. Registrations of petrol cars increased 3.4% in April, while diesel saw a slight 0.6% decline. Following the trend set in the first three months of the year, uptake of alternative fuel vehicles jumped by more than a quarter as buyers looked to reduce emissions and running costs.
April’s performance puts registrations for 2016 to date 4.4% up on the same period last year. It follows a bumper March in which more than 518,000 cars were registered – the second-biggest month on record. Demand for cars has been running at a high level, after 43 consecutive months of growth in the market led to an all-time high of 2.63 million car registrations in 2015.  
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “After such a strong March, April’s steadier performance was to be anticipated, and is in line with our expectations for the year. Consumer confidence remains high as buyers continue to capitalise on attractive finance deals, although this could be affected by political and economic uncertainty in the coming months.”
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Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. May 2016 new car registration figures will be released on Monday 6 June 2016 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £69.5 billion turnover and £15.5 billion value added. With some 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 799,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.4 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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