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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 May 2017 (data for April 2017)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/roxba80pimoeqd7/AACabLSlFYzxi_qm6bexWj6la?dl=0 
UK new car demand falls in April as new VED rates come into force
· New car registrations fall -19.8% to 152,076 units as market feels effects of Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) changes, but year-to-date performance still at record levels.
· First downturn in alternatively fuelled vehicle segment for 47 months as hybrid demand hit by higher VED rates.
· Year-to-date market remains strong, up 1.1%, with record 972,092 cars registered in first four months.
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Thursday 5 May, 2017 The UK new car market experienced a significant decline in April, following exceptional growth in the previous month as buyers brought forward purchases ahead of the switch to new VED rates, which came into force on 1 April 2017. Figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) show that 152,076 new cars were registered in April, a -19.8% decline.
Demand was down across the board, with registrations by private buyers, businesses and large fleets falling -28.4%, -21.0% and -12.3% respectively. Petrol, diesel and alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations also declined, with AFV demand down for the first time in 47 months, albeit by a marginal -1.3%. 
Despite the substantial falls in the month, the overall new car market remains strong in the year to date, with new registrations in the first four months up 1.1% year-on-year to 972,092 – the highest level on record.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “With the rush to register new cars and avoid VED tax rises before the end of March, as well as fewer selling days due to the later Easter, April was always going to be much slower. It’s important to note that the market remains at record levels as customers still see many benefits in purchasing a new car. We therefore expect demand to stabilise over the year as the turbulence created by these tax changes decreases.”
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Notes to editors
The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. May new car registration figures will be released on 5 June 2017.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk
Lucy Bielby, 020 7344 1610, lbielby@smmt.co.uk
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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Ford Fiesta

Nissan Qashqai
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Ford Focus

Vauxhall Astra
Volkswagen Golf

Audi A3

Volkswagen Polo

BMW 1 Series
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Vauxhall Corsa

Nissan Qashqai
Volkswagen Golf
Vauxhall Astra
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Volkswagen Polo
Mercedes-Benz A Class
MINI
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April Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2017 152,076 68,306 77,497 6,273 59,912 86,678 5,486
2016 189,505 93,940 89,209 6,356 83,734 98,828 6,943
% change -198%  -273% -13.1% -1.3% -28.4% -12.3% -21.0%
Mkt share 2017 D 449% 51.0% 4.1% 39.4% 57.0% 3.6%
Mkt share 2016 49.6% 47.1% 3.4% 44.2% 52.2% 3.7%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol AFV

2017 972,092 428,328 504,086 39,678 446,378 485,498 40,216
2016 961,285 457,425 471,797 32,063 456,620 465,707 38,958
% change 1.1% -6.4% 6.8% 23.8% -2.2% 4.2% 32%
Mkt share 2017 D 4% 51.9% 4.1% 45.9% 49.9% 41%
Mkt share 2016 476% 49.1% 33% 47.5% 48.4% 4.1%
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APRIL NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 2001 to 2017
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