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Record -97.3% fall for UK new car market in April as coronavirus shuts showrooms
 
· UK new car market falls by precipitous -97.3% in April as coronavirus crisis shuts showrooms.
· 4,321 new cars registered in the month as deliveries continue to frontline workers and organisations.
· Latest SMMT outlook expects 1.68 million new car registrations this year, the lowest since 1992.
· Sector calls for auto retail to be in first wave of re-openings, to drive manufacturing and kick-start economic recovery.
 
Tuesday 5 May, 2020 UK new car registrations declined -97.3% in April, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). This marked a record low for the new car market as the coronavirus pandemic forced the nation into lockdown for the entire month, with showrooms closed and car buyers housebound.1
 
Just 4,321 new cars were registered in the month, some 156,743 fewer than in April 2019, with many delivered to key workers and front line public services and companies. The decline was the steepest of modern times, and is in line with similar falls across Europe, with France -88.8% down and the Italian market falling 
-97.5% in April.
 
Fleet orders represented by far the bulk of the market, taking 71.5% market share, equivalent to 3,090 units, while private buyers registered just 871 cars – a year on year fall of –98.7%. The distortion was reflected across all segments and fuel types, with the numbers of new petrol and diesel cars joining UK roads down -98.5% and 
-97.6% respectively, as plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) declined -95.1% and hybrids (HEVs) -99.3%. Meanwhile, the niche battery electric vehicles sector saw a smaller percentage decrease of -9.7%, as some pre-ordered deliveries of the latest premium models were able to be fulfilled. 
 
Despite showrooms being closed for the month of April, companies managed to support key workers, critical companies and frontline services. Meanwhile, the industry has continued to keep service and repair workshops open to maintain vehicles that are so crucial in keeping key services, goods and people moving safely across the country. 

The news comes as SMMT releases its latest new car market forecast for 2020, downgrading previous expectations to just 1.68 million registrations. This puts the sector on course to record its worst performance since 1992’s 1.59 million units, below the levels seen during the financial crisis and some -27% lower than the 2.31 million new cars registered in 2019.  Despite this, the BEV market is expected to double in 2020 to 77,300 units as new model introductions bolster the market.2
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “With the UK’s showrooms closed for the whole of April, the market’s worst performance in living memory is hardly surprising. These figures, however, still make for exceptionally grim reading, not least for the hundreds of thousands of people whose livelihoods depend on the sector. A strong new car market supports a healthy economy and as Britain starts to plan for recovery, we need car retail to be in the vanguard. Safely restarting this most critical sector and revitalising what will, inevitably, be subdued demand will be key to unlocking manufacturing and accelerating the UK’s economic regeneration.”
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Notes to editors

1: Last lower in February 1946 – 4,044 units
2: SMMT new car and van forecast produced April 2020

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.





More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander, 0207 344 1667 dzealander@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
image2.jpeg
April

2020 2019 choaA]nge sh:::t-zo . sh:lrtt-w
Diesel 1,079 45239 - -97.6% 250% - 28.1%
Petrol © 1553 - 101,153 : -985% 359% . 628%
BEV SO1374 - 1522 -9.7% 318% - 09%
PHEV S95 1922 ¢ -951% - 22% - 1.2%
HEV P B o7 -993% - 11% - 42%
MHEV diesel : 75 © 1435 - -948% -  17% -  09%
MHEV petrol 97 3,041 -968% :  22% - 19%
TOTAL 4,321 161,064 - -97.3%

Year to date

.

: YTD2020 : YTD 2019 © change

0,

Mkt

. share -20

19.0%
60.2%
4.0%
2.8%
5.8%
3.5%
4.7%

Mkt

. share-19

27.0%
64.9%
0.8%
1.2%
3.8%
0.6%
1.6%

Diesel © 92498 © 232959 :  -603% -
Petrol 293562 - 559,141 :  -475% -
BEV © 19630 - 7518 - 161.1% -
PHEV © 13757 - 10504 - 31.0% -
HEV © 28438 - 33010 : -139% -
MHEV diesel 17224 : 5500 - 2132% -
MHEV petrol - 22769 - 13467 - 69.1% -
TOTAL © 487,878 - 862,100 - -43.4% -

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle




image3.jpeg
BO0COEOQOOBDe

BEST SELLERS
APRIL 2020

Tesla Model 3

Jaguar I-Pace
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