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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 June 2017 (data for May 2017)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wb2dvb7i1ptk4oh/AABkVo2Fx6te91NnV9IxT_Xwa?dl=0 

New car registrations decline in May ahead of general election 
   	UK new car demand falls -8.5% in the month as buyers hold back ahead of June general election, with 186,265 cars registered. 
       Alternatively fuelled vehicle segment rebounds following April’s decline, rising 46.7% to take a new record market share of 4.4%.1
       Year-to-date performance dips slightly, down -0.6% as market stabilises, but more than 1.1 million new cars registered in Britain since January. 

Monday 5 June, 2017 The UK new car market declined in May ahead of the general election, with demand falling -8.5%, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 186,265 new cars were registered in the month, with business purchases driving the market, up 20.1%, to offset declines from private and fleet buyers.
Although it dipped slightly in the previous month, the market for alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) bounced back in May to continue the upward trend seen in the first quarter and take a new record market share of 4.4%. More than 8,000 AFVs were registered in the month, representing an increase of 46.7%. Almost 50,000 new AFVs have joined Britain’s roads so far this year.
Despite a dip of -0.6% in overall registrations since January, more than 1.1 million new cars have been registered on UK roads so far in 2017. Business and fleet sectors have driven demand, up 5.3% and 2.4% respectively to offset a decline from private buyers of -4.2%. However, more than half a million new cars have been registered by private buyers since the start of the year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “We expected demand in the new car market to remain negative in May due to the pull-forward to March – which was an all-time record month – resulting from VED reform. Added to this, the general election was always likely to give many pause for thought and affect purchasing patterns in the short term. Although demand has fallen, it’s important to remember that the market remains at a very high level and, with a raft of new models packed with the latest low emission and connected technology coming to market this summer, we expect the market to remain strong over the year.”











Notes to editors

1 The previous monthly AFV market share record was 4.2% achieved in January 2017.

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. June new car registration figures will be released on 5 July 2017.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 0207 344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk
Lucy Bielby, 020 7344 1610, lbielby@smmt.co.uk
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS
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MAY 2017

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Polo
Vauxhall Astra
Vauxhall Corsa
Mercedes-Benz C Class
MINI

Mercedes-Benz A Class

7,617
5,449
4,970
4,455
4,247
4,170
4,056
4,046
3,535
3,367
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Nissan Qashqai
Volkswagen Golf
Vauxhall Corsa
Vauxhall Astra
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Volkswagen Polo

Mercedes-Benz A Class
MINI

50,779
31,762
28,471
27,895
27,821
25,431
23,284
22,500
19,222
19,952
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May Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2017 186,265 81,489 96,518 8,258 76,554 103,657 6,054
2016 203,585 101,844 96,110 5,631 89,054 109,489 5,042
% change -85% : -20.0% 0.4% 46.7% -14.0% -5.3% 20.1%
Mkt share 2017 43.7% 51.8% 4L.4% 41.1% 55.7% 3.3%
Mkt share 2016 50.0% 4L7.2% 2.8% 43.7% 53.8% 2.5%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol @ AFV

2017 1,158,357 509,817 600,604 47,936 522,877 589,161 46,319
2016 1,164,870 559,269 567,907 : 37,694 545,674 575,196 44,000
% change -06% : -88% 5.8% 27.2% -4.2% 2.4% 5.3%
Mkt share 2017 : 44.0% 51.8% 4.1% 45.1% 50.9% 4.0%
Mkt share 2016 48.0% 48.8% 3.2% 46.8% 49.4% 3.8%
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MAY NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 2001 to 2017
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